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To the Right Honourable, 


BARIDUTUCES 


COUNTESS OF 


PLYMOUTH. 


Madam, 


Edications are uſually made to 
D Perſons of your Ladiſhip's high 
CharaSer, as marks of Gratitude, 

or Refpei# due to 'em : This of 

mine is of that nature, there being no one 
to whom I owe more Acknowledgments, or 
a greater Honour than to your Ladiſhip, 
Ronances and Playes are generally ſuch 
Books, whoſe Fronts are honour d with 
Names of your Ladiſhip's Sex; but 1 
have made choice of this Serious and 
Weighty Subje@, as believing it moſt ſuit- 
able to your Inclinations. The Matter 
of it is Grave and Solid, but withal De- 
Iightful, it being writ in an Eloquent, 


end yet nnaffeed Style 5 I have endea- 
: A 2 


vour d 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


rourd to make it not leſs ſo in our own 
Tongue, If your Hononr finds any $- 
tiefaFion in the reading of it, I ſhall be- 
lieve the Pains I have taken in at Suffici- 
ently requited , and nothing will mbre 
encourage me to Attempts of the like na- 


ture, than your Ladiſhip's Approbation of 


this, Becauſe ſuch Applications as theſe, 
rf tedious, are preſum ive, Fil only bee 
leave humbly to aſſure Your Ladiſhip, that 
I a. 


Madam, 
Your Honour's 
moſt Obliged, and 
moſt Humble Servant, 


YIDNET LODGE. 


TO 
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K LL AD EM 


HE Preface tranſlated out of French 

gives you a ſhort account of the LIFE 
of the celebrated Author : I intend by this. 
only to let you know, that the enſuing Dif- 
courle 1s ſo Ravional, Pirhy, and full of Senſc, 
that it will ſufficiently recommend it felt, 
and withall, to beg you to read it with a duc 
Attention and Candour. For my own part, 
I dare confidently ſay, I have bcen very 
faichtul ro the Original ( having taken no 
more liberry than what a Tranſlator may 


* juſtly claim) and yer I hope I may, without 


—_— 


being thought Arrogant, affirm, that I have 
given it ſo much the proper Idiom of the 
Enghſh, that you'll find it cafe, ſmooth, and. 
Natural, and as pleaſing as tis uſeful; for 
luch a Mixture being- molt grateful, ought 
to be aimed at by thole who write. The 
Follies, the Saperltirion, the Idolatry, the 
Tyrannical Ulfurpation of the Church of 
Rome, are here repreſented, in ſuch hyely, 
and yet deform'd Colours, that no man who. 
pretends to be reaſonable, but will cadea- 
vour to avoid 'em. Can any one imagine 
himſelf fafe under that Religion, where the: 

2 Name: 


— ——— — ——. 


To the Reader. 


Name of God is oncly made ulc of as a Pre- 
text, and inſtcad of that Interef ſet up, and 
rcally worſhipped. Religion is both revcal'd 
and Natural, to inſtru&t us fully : In the for- 
mer, God has been graciouſly pleasd to give 
us his Word, but the Komaniſts bave inhu- 
manely forbid the rcading it : To attain to 
a perle&t knowledge of the latter, he has en- 
du'd us with Reaſon, but thatis enflay'd b 
their poſitive Determinations : nay, ey r 
us of our Senſes too, by their eltabliſh'd 
Principle of Tranſubtantiation ; ſo that indeed 
the Peoples Religion docs wholly confiſt in 
2 blind obedience ro a Pretended-Infallible- 
Prief. How happy then are we ! who are 
under a Government where the reading of 
the Scriptures, (the Rule of po mp/ is not ON- 
ly allowed, but commanded by the Church: 


A Church tree from the Extremities, on one 


hand, of Idolatry, and on the other, of En- 
thuſtaſm ; fo that here we have the Oppor- 
tunirics of improving both our Religion and 
our Reaſon, not _ forbid the free Exer- 
cile of the one, or oblig'd to do violence to 
the other ; of being both good Chriſtians | 
and Philoſophers, for the one may be con- 
ſiſtent with the other, which isclearly demon- 
ftratred by this ſhort Treatiſe, which I hope 
will meet with a kind Entertainment in the 
World. 


IHE | 
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THE 


PREFACE 


FROM THE 


”F AE NG 3 


HOSE who are acquainted with Moafreur de 
Gombaud, know, that he fer a greater value on 
his Diſcourſes concerning Religion, than on 
any of his other Works. He was invited to 
write of that SubjeR, upon a charitable deſign of 
makmg the Truth known to tuch who were yer under 
the darkneſs of Error, and to confirm thoſe m the true 
_— who were either born in, or had embraced it. 
He 


was, that 

perſwaded themſelves, the true DoiFrine was nor 
confficae with an Zhyas Ste. To ſhew how they were 
deceived in this particular, he compos'd his Canſuderations 
on the Chriftian Religion when he was yet and in 
the Vigour of his Age ; and in this has demonſtra- 
ted, that an Author may be both ſtrong and perſpicuous, 
ſhort and full, ſolid and elegant. Having communicated 
this Piece ro many of his Friends,and even ro ſome of the 
Roman Communion; \t was fo well eſteem'd by all of 'em, 
ns amr_s me atoms - 

A4 


The Preface from the French. 


the Euchariſt, and then another, which he preſented ro 
one of his Friends, under the Name of Ariſtander. Moſt 
of his Letters were writ in a much fuller Age. Through- 
out his Works, the ſtrength and admirable ingenuity of 
his Mind, his extraordinary faculry of thinking of, and 
expreſiing things, will be diſcover'd. I will ay 
of the Reaſons that oblig'd him to theſe excel- 
lene _— = I am ſure he ly defir'd 
to have publiſh'd 'em, believing they would be of great 
uſe, and it may be there has not yer been any Secular 
Man known in the World, who was more zcalous for 
the Glory of God, or had a greater, or a more ſincere 
Love for his Neighbour than he had. But when the 
heat and carneſtneſs with which he writes, ſhall be ob- 
ſerv'd, and withal, it ſhall be confider'd that all he had 
to ſubſiſt on, did abſolutely depend on Court, it will 
not be thought ſtrange that he did not make 'em Pub- 
lick in his Life-rime. That the World might not be de- 
'd of 'em after his Death, which w might, if they 
| fallen into the hands of any who were not of his 
Religion, he put 'em in his latter days into thoſe of a 
ood Fnend, whoſe Fidelity and Kindneſs he had expe- 
rienc'd, whom he oblig'd ro promiſe him to keep 'em 
, ll a convenient ity ofter'd it (elf ro pub- 
hſh 'em. This Friend always defign'd ro perform theſe 
—— —_— own Promiſe ; bur TY not mengy 4 
inting things of this Nature 1n Kingdom , 
wm Impediments. Art length, after di- 
Attempts and Delays, he reſolved ro make the 
Children of his Friend change their Clunate , in 
when rerurn'd home, tho' in a ſtrange 
would own'd as truly French, I leav 
to judge of their Merits , and of thoſe 


in France, and im other Nations too, w 
underſtood, and lov'd the Tongue, _ ( 
his Leners in Proſe, his Paſtoral 
Tragedy of the Danazdes, his —— 
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—_— Poems, mn which are his —_— Sonnet fy 
rally thoſe called the Chriſtian, his Epegy ams, 
which there are Three And this 1s to give 

norice to ſuch who may nor y have met with 'em, 

char there are ſuch Books, that they may have the op- 


Beſides he left a Tragicmnidy of Cydippe, and looſe Pa- 
pers to have made a new Collettion of Po- 
ems , eſpecially Sonnets and Epigrams; bur 
fallen into the hands of ſuch who did not well under- 
, ſtand thoſe things, have nor yet ſeen the Light. I 
could very much enlarge my felf u what concerns 
the Perſon and Life of this famous Man , but by borh 
the one and the other he had rd fo large a Re- 
putation in the World, thar 1 Id inform thoſe who 
are living of little of him , bur for the fake of Poſteri- 
ty I will add-—--That Fohn-Oger de _ was a Gen- 
tleman of Xaintonge, and younger Brother by a wa 

age; which he would frequently fay in 
as an excuſe that he was not Rich. was tall, 
made, of a good Meen, and look'd hke a Man of 
liry. His Piety was undifſembled, is 
ly experienc'd, his Manners grave, and w 


os 


He had a Heart as Noble as his AſpeRt proms'd it, a 
Mind TR Gm juin: — Spt- 


deaxre, he came to Paris, at the latter end of the Reign 
of Henry the Great, where he ſuddenly made limfelf 
Known, and valued too. 

This mighty Monarch being u pily Aſaſimared, 
was bewailed by all the French, Father of his 
Cou "nd he from 8 alan Tomb with 
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ſc 
Court made up of choice Perſons, fewer innumber,bur, if 
[ durſt fay it, more refin'd than that of the Lawwre, be- 
cauſe not One was admired to approach this Temple of 
Honour, where Verrue was rever'd under the Name of 


The Principal Matters contain'd in 
is Treatiſe. 


Onfiderations upon the Chriſtian Reli- 
£g10n. 


2. A Treatiſe concerning the Encharif. 


3. A Diſcourſe, in which the Author gives his 


Reaſons \be prefers the Refo the Reformed Reli- 
gion before the 


4. A Letter to a Lord at Court, who endeavour'd 
to per ſwade him to turn Catholick. 


. A Letter to _— the Crown, who 0 
Andy —whnctpob _— 4 


6, A Letter to Monſieur de 1a Milkiere who 
def d his Opinion in writing, on the Books if 
Controverſie he had made. 


7 A Letter to a Lady, who zreſsd him to go 
hear the Sermons of ſome of the Famous 
Preachers of the Roman Church. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
UPON THE 


CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 


AY v L 


HEN I firſt began to have the 

\\ / Liſe of my Senſes and my Realon, 

I could not but frequently medi- 

tate on the Beaury of this Great 

World, the admirable Diſpolton of it's parts, 
thole mutual Offices thev each render to 
other, as well as thoſe jult Laws by which 
they are cternally conſerv'd. On thele cx- 
traordinary Eftets, I often employ'd my 
Conlideration; and yet the conſtant Cuſtom 
of doing fo, did not at all leflen my Wonder 
of *'em: I could not rhen but acknowledge, .. 
that the Univerſe was asa vilble Word, thar 
beſpake, and maniteſtly prov'd a Cod; and 
in compariſon of which, our Eloquence was 


| ſilent, ar leaſt, fo impertect and contraditto- 


ry to it (elf, that what it endeavour'd to bring 


| to Light, it made more obſcure. I oblerv* 


bD that 


(Y] 
that every thing tended to it's natural End, 
puntally did it's Dury, unlets Man ; for he, 
trom the very bcginnir = LOOK part with the 
Devil, themſcly es, the knemnes of God Al- 
mighty, and thus ingrarctully {iinn'd againſt 
him from whom he had received luch infinite 
Favours, who had made him in as great Per- 
ſeftion as could be, though not a God, ver 
after his own Image. Bur, *asthe firſt Produtt 
of his Mind was V aniry and Pride, fothat of 
his Body was Cain, the Murderer of his Bro- 
ther: and as all lis Children inherit his Re- 
bcllion and Raſhnels, fo conticquently, his 
Puniſhment and Condemnation. In the ge- 
ncral Obicrration I have made of'em, I have 
_ ſome of the Nature of Dev ils, others 
f Beaſts, many of both togcrher, being uil- 
ty of Rapine and Extortion, their Hands 
ſ\24in'd with Blood; and in a Word, the 
v- hole Couric of their Li ivcs palyd c: ither in 
pr Vate C onlpiracics, or open Rebellion and 
The o 

Tas the 1 a ſecret Horror ſcizd me & ane 
a Sainels, cvcn as the Shadow of Death, di- 
{url wy the ſcreneſt days of my L ite. 1 25 
little Satisfaction ro mc, that God had made 
mc Min, or that I was of the rumber of thoſe 
who bore the Name of Chrit:ans, finccl flaw * 
what Diſorders happen'd amoneſt 'em, and + 
that Malice and Ignorance were as predomi- | 
nant here, as with Barbarians and Infidels. 


Nothing was {o averſe to me, as thoſc _ 


L 
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(3 
I look'd on as my Fellow-members; and yet 
] found 'twas necetlary, cither to comply with 
'em, and ſomake my 1clt an accomplice with 


' *'em in their Exorbitances, or clic, to render 


my ſelt perpetually dercitable ro 'em : yer, I 
confider'd, that hike Accidents did equally 
lurprize both Old and Young, and I could 
not pcriwade my telt, that any reaſonable 
Souls could find any real Satistattion or Con- 
tentment under ſuch grcat Uncertaintics that 
mult nceds follow. 

My Reaſon it {clt, and all its thoughtful 
Relules, did but yet ſerve to rorment me 
more, till I had carctully conlulted the Di- 
vinc Oracles, the beſt of Books, and was afſu- 
red by them, that God in his Prov dence did 
rclexve and mark out to himſelf ſome, for 
whom, cvecn the Angels have reſpe:t; and 
who ſhall not be deſtroyed in theday of Ven- 
reance. I hatthis Worldis but a place of tryal 
to diſtinguiſh the Gocd from the Bad, a way 
that leads from Darkneſs to Light, from Mi- 
(cry to cternal Happinels. 'T hele words I had 
heard with morc Fear and V avering than 
Aſſurance, (perceiving how very fcw either 
could or would undcrſtand 'cm ) had I not 
from themlclves learn't, that cven Shepherds 


» and Fiſhermen have more Knowledge in *'tm 


4 


# than the greateſt Caſuirs, or lcarned"it Philo- 


| 
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ſophers ; and, that juſtly ro comprehend their 
Meaning, we ſtand not in ſo much necd of 


Logick or Rhetoric, as truc Faith and Pic- 
3 2 ; 


ry, 


- a Spirit of Comfort, calm 


(4) 
ty. That they tcach a Knowledge, which 
puffeth not up, but does humble and abaſc 
men; and yet not {o far, but (though mean 
and low in the World) have Courage cnough 
to declare the Truth before the proudeſt T y- 
rant, and daily to run the hazard of their 
Lives, that by their Endeayours they may 
fave others from Death. 

Theſe divinc Revelations, attended with 

cd my diſturbed 
mind : I found my {cit fo luddenly rransorm- 
ed from what I was, that that Sadncis which 
had pollcſled me, though not quite gone, yet 
had changed its Nature ; for, now 'twas occa- 
ſioned only by my Sins and Infirmities. If 1 
have any remaining Fears, they do bur 
ſtrengthen mc, and provoke mc to ſtrive 
with more Violence and Ardency to attain 
that end which Hope and Faith propoſe. 

I was fil'd with a juſt ſenſe of Joy, ariſing, 
not from a tranſitory urſarisfying Pleaſure, 
bur frem a permanent {atifying Good ; 
which, though communicative, encrealcs ; 
and of which, though one may liberally dil. 
poſe, will not at all be diminiſh'd. *T is this 
which invites mc to freely ofter what I have 
received; to joyn my Voice with thoſe of 
the faithful, ( whom God in his Providence 
has mixed with others) that the Truth may. 
be loudly declared, fothat thoſe will be incx- 
culable who have heard ir, and would not 
believe, or thoſe who betraying themſelves 

£2 ] 


(5) 
4 to their private worldly Intcreſt, feared to 
. liſten to ut, leſt they ſhould be obliged wo 
{ | follow its Dittares. 
an The Time may come, when they will, 
zh © perhaps, acculc us of having been roo remils 
y- © of not having lufficiently intormed *em, and 
ir | then will they be ready to impure their vo- 
ay luntary Ignorance and Obſtinacy to our Ne- 
geek or Weaknels. And yet, when we cn- 
your to in{truct'em, ſome piry us, others 
ed lughar, ordeſpile us; and indeed, homed 
n- favourable Opinion they can have of us, is, 
ch that we are poor, ſimple, extravagant Crea- 
7 tures: Others are in Paſtion, and angry with 
-a- us, ready to tear us in pieces, aftrone and 
{I injare us, look on us as Hereticks and Cri- 
"ur minals, though our Crime is of that Nature, 
ve that we deſire nothing more than to expole 
zin it even to the Cenſure of our very Judges. 
But, ro whom ſhall we diſcourſe, we can- 
18, not be underſtood by Idolaters> The Pro- 
re, phets have pronounc'd ſuch a Curſe againſt 
xd; cm, that makes 'em void of Knowledge; 
es; makes 'em like even what they worſhip and 
li{- - adore. We cannot be underſtood by men 
his. of weak, or no Judgments; they comprehend 
ve nothing, and do but rather raiſe Doubes in 
of | themſelves, than find Satisfattion. It theyare 
nce} of wicked debauch'd Lives, they are diſturb'd 
ay . to hear the Voice that condemns 'em. Bur, 
ex- \they are the- moſt dangerous who have the 
not {molt Learning ; thele ule T ricks and Evalt- 
ves | B 3 ons, 


Lo 
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ons, and wreſt the clcareſt Scenic and Words 
tothcir own mcaning ; the calieſt, and moi: 
natural Propolitior.s, when they plealc, be- 
come difficult and ambiguous; they cqually 
prove, and dcnv every thing ; and at length, 
as a juſt Puniſhment upon *em, they to far 
neolet the Knowledge of the I ruth, as tobe 
unhappy cnough not to know themtclves; 
they <A employ'd thcir I ime and Studics 
fo much in ſuperfluous things, that they have 
utterly loſt all manner of Care of tuch that 
are neceſſary; they have made their humane 
Learning fo much a Judge of the Divine, 
that it has render'd 'em infinitely worle than 
if they had been alrogether ignorant. More- 
over, ſince "tis hard to periwade any one to 
what is diſagreeable to him, I cannot but fan- 
cy I hear the Wite men of the Age and our 
Courtiers, ſaying, Prethee talk to us of what 
is pleaſing and gratefil tons, and dot you pre- 
tend to be wiſer than the Chirrch, T hey oughr 
not, they bclicyc, be berrer thantheir Fathers 
were, or follow other Cuſtoms than thoſe of 
their own Country or Towns: T he Eſtates 
they have will not allow 'em to make any 
Profeſſion which may be in the leaſt injuri- 
ovs to 'em, and at whatever Rate it is, God 
and Religion muſt ſui with their Jntcreſt 
and Convenience. How ! to live contrary to 
the Opinion of the World, to have ditterent 
Sentiments from the great Dottors of the 
Chair, to go againſt the belict of thc ran, 

c 


(7) 
the Magiſtrate and Prince; I not this to cx- 
(c one's (elf ro be thwarted by cvery one 2 

o talk thus of Reformation, 15to be look'd 
on as a Diſturber of the Peace, or a Mad- 
man; and Liberty is grown to that pals, that 
tis incurable. Religion 1s almoſt rum'd into 
Superſtition; and on all ſides, the Corruption 
of the Age is fo great, that there is not only 
need of a Deluge to cleanic the Earth, bur 
a Univerſal Fire ro conlume tt. 

To what end then is all this Dilcourſc 2 
What Light or new Invention ſhall we add 
to thole ſo many excellent ancient Leflons 
we havcalrcady receiy'd, which, becaulc al- 
ways neceſlary, arc always new? It we have 
not ſuch Articles of Faith, fuch Carcchifms 
as are ({ufficient for our Inſtructions, to make 
us the beſt Chriſtians, yet there is nothing 
wanting in the Old and New Teſtament, 
to inform us of our Dutics. Neverthelels, 
ſince he who ſupplics us with Underſtand- 
ing, and has planted his Word in our 
Hearts, would have us publith it with our 
Moutks, that bcing converted, we may la- 
bour to CONYCTIT QUT Brethren ; Wc ourhr 
not to be filent where thcre 1s {o grcat a 
Necctlity of ſpcakins, of writing at leaſt, 
what the World may not bc difplealcd to 
read. 

Bur, ler us take Care, that we do not 
imitate tholc ambitious W riters, who only 
aim at procuring Gloiy, and Reputation 

B 4 by 
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by their voluminous Works, with which 
they burthen the Minds of men, not con- 
{idering, that a Mulrtitude of Words does 
”. argue nothing more than their difficulry 
of Conception, or expreſhng themſelves. 

Ler us therefore by ſpeaking, endea- 
vour ( notwithſtanding all manner of Op- 
polition ) to fave ſome by Fear, pulling 
them our of the Fire, and try it it will not 

leaſe God to open the Heart, amongſt 

len, of a Naaman, and amongſt Women, 
of a Lydie. 


CHAP. IL 


IS obſervable, that the moſt celebrated 
Holy men, the firſt Writers of Sacred 
Hiſtory, who have inſtrufted us in the Laws 
of living well, and taught us the Methods 
ot Salvation, have vor given themſelves the 
trouble ro find out Arguments to prove, or 
expreſly to demonſtrate the Being of a Dei- 
rv, bclicving that *etwas impoſlible for men 
to be reaſonable, and doubt of ſo maniteſt 
a nay We cannot bur _ —- 
every thing, in its proper Language 

aoer this ſo clearly, that the whole World 
ſeems to be bur one large Objeft, by which 
God is plcavyd ro make himſelt ſcen, being 
in his Nature Inviſ/e. Beſides thole G8 
ciple; 
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ciples which are naturally implanted in 
= af. we diſcern betwixt Good and Evil ; 
thoſe T errours of Conſcience, thoſe Rational 
Diſcourles which exalt us even above our 
ſelves, that tendency to a ſovereign Good, 
the delire of PerteCtion and Immortality, do 
vet imprint a fuller ſence of him in our 
Minds, than we can have of him by our 
Eyes. It therefore we argue from within our 
ſelves, or from without, we find him every 
where, and this Notion is {o univerſally rc- 
ceiv*d, that it can proceed from nothing bur 
Narure ir ſelf, fo that thoſe who disbelieve 
this, ſeem to have deveſted themſelves of it. 
To deny a God and his Providence, the Wiſe 
and Judicious ſay, « to be deaf to ones own 
Voice, and a Stranger to ones ſelf. : 

Yer there are thoſe who enjoy the {oft and 
plealurable Benefirs of Lite, and good Seale, 
and yet acknowledge not its Author, or at 
leaſt, do bur ſpecioutly pretend ir, that they 
may avoid the being thought Atheiſts : 
Theſe men accommodate themſelves to all 
ſorts of Religions, having none art all, or do 
embrace or quit *em, as they may be ulctul 
or «diſadvantageous to their Pleaſures and 
Intereſt. They will oblige themſelves to no 
Laws, but fuch which gratific *em; the jult- 

| eſt to them are the cruelleſt; and the ve- 
* ry name of Divinity does either oftcnd 
'tm, or makes no 4mpreſſon at all on 
'tm. They deſtroy, as much as "tis polh- 
5 bt 
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ble, the Author of their Being, and plcatc 
themiclves in disbelieving, what it they 
believed, they would be bound to reverence 
and fear. Their licentious Humours give 
'm not leave to inform themiclves of what 
they ought; and doubtleſs they cither read 
notat all, or it they do, don't meditate on it; 
but it they do, they arc fo naturally inciin'd 
to Evil, that they turn all to an ill fence. 
However, theſe would be thought the tubtle, 
ingenious men of the Age, imagining they 
know much more than others, having learn'd 
trom ſome lewd cunning Fellow two or three 
falle Arguments to prove their horrid Opt- 
nions, which paſs with fuch as thenuiclves, 
the Protanc, or with the Ignorant ; beyond 
thele they procced nor, or it they do, tis 
like unlcarn'd men, ſtill putting Queſtions, 
and never making Anſwer to any. Tis 
with ſorrow I ſpeak it, that moſt Princes and 
Noble-men arc fo far from ridding their 
Courts of theſe Monſters, that they are en- 
eertain'd as berrer Company than others; re- 
ceiy'd as particular Friends and Confidents ; 
ſo that thus inſenſibly they themlclves be- 
come guilty with them of offending the Di- 
vine Majeſty. Withour theſe, their Conver- 
ſation at Table, and in Company, will be 
thought dull and inftpid. Here are they 
loaded with Honour, and filled with the 
choiceſt Delicacics, and then, when they 
ought tro makethic higheſt acknowledgments, 


they 
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thev pronounce the greatelt Blaſphemies. 
What they fay is receiv'd with Applaule, 
and the more arc they valued, the more 
impudently they attack God Almighty. 
Men, che moſt ingratctul, and leaſt realona- 
ble of all {orts, making acknowledgements 
only to themiclves, belicving all they have 
to proceed from their own Induſtry or good 
Forrune. Truc Children of the Devil, who 
is the tallc Accuſcr, ſtriving to fignalize 
themſelves by the ſame Methods their Fa- 
ther do's, by oppoling, or openly fighting 
againſt rhe Truth. 

Sincc theſe acknowledge no greater Wil- 
dom than their own, thev may believe per- 
haps, 'tis by their Virtue, by their Care, the 
Earth 1$ ſupported by its own weight, that it 
is incompaſled by the vaſt Waters of the 
Sea, without being overflown 3; That by 
their Providence and Induſtry fo many dit- 
ferent Streams pals through its Veins, ſome 
riling into Fountains, retreſhing all ſorrs of 
Creatures, and then making uſeful Rivers, 
fled with Fiſh, and fcrviceable to entertain 
a Commerce between men ; And doubtlels, 
by their Order, the Sun riles at an appoint- 

time, to light them, when fatisfy'd with 
ſleep, and cach Se Seaſon returns to eratific 
them with all manner of Delighr. It they 
cart in all theſe but confeſs their inſuffict- 
cy, why will they not alſo own that there' 
are Powers greatcr than theirs employ yt = 
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theſe wonderful Services, and” by d 
they'l find one Superiour to others, which 
are finite, and to have a beginning, and 
therefore neceſlarily depend on one has 
none, which is infinite > Otherwiſe we ſhould 
pals from the leſs to the greater — 
from cauſe to cauſe, without finding the 

or laſt, which alone merits the name of Di- 
vinity. To what are we come, that we muſt 
even now with Induſtry cndeavour to prove 
the Truth of the bcing ofa God ! Is not this 
indced ro affront men as reaſonable as our 
ſelves, to ſhew 'em what cach particular 
Sence docs conſtantly prove to 'em 2 Is not- 
this to teach thole to {ce who have their Eyes 
open, and tell others they have the uſe of 
Reaſon, who profeſs themſelves men 2 Shall 
we add rothelſe Conſiderations, the frequent- 
ly repealed Arguments of thoſe who have 
undertaken ſo high, bur juſt and reaſonable 
a Defence 2. In cette, 1f there was no God, 
How could the World be2 Conld it be the 
Workmanſhip and the Workman of it (elt> 
Could ir be before it was > How can theſe 
agree, and yet but the fame World? It it 
be eternal, and is independent on any firſt 
Cauſe, that Order which we obſerve, and / 
muſt be an cfte&t of admirable Wiſdom, | 
with all thoſe Powers which are differently 
communicated to cach part, would, in a man- 
ner, prove what ſome haye fancied, Thar 


it-is God himſelf. = 
ror, 
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For, it is not in the leaſt ble, that it's 

Beauty, it's Order, and Duration, can be 
the cftects of blind and confusd Chance; Can 
we imagine, that from thence could proceed 
fuch long and regular Succethons of Time 
and Motion > Can we artribute to that, fo 
much Wo Wiſdom, as to be able to 
makeſo di t Caulcs trend tothe ſame Et- 
fet> This cnay under another Name 
would be God himſelf, and his Blaſphemers 
would meet in ev place, what their guilty 
Souls are afraid of finding any where : other- 
wiſe, What is this Fortune, but a vain and 
inſignificant Title, an imaginary Idol, that 
exiſls bur in our Fancies, ro which we crro- 
niouſly attribute fuch , of whole Cau- 
les = are On, a 
e appears to us leſs or greater, according ' 

ro our | of Knowledge; and, it we / 
could but free the World from Ignorance, 
the Notion of Fortune would be laid afide. 
'Tis then the Deiry of the ignorant, which 
no wile man adores; and I cannot but won- 
der,how thoſe who plcad for her can believe, 
themlelves reaſonable, fince, according to 
the Opinion they have of all things, . ho 
muſt confeſs c——_ made by Chance,and 
— that they move, aft, and 
ſpeak ſo. There are amongſt theſe, ſome 
who pretend to believe a God, bur, at the 
ſame time, make him careleſs and idle, floth- 
tul, and wholly unconcern'd in —_— 
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the Univerſe, at leaſt, in all ſublunary thin 
imagining perhaps, ſays one, that this wag 
be roo great Trouble to him ; As if their 
Impieties could give him any Comfort 5r Satis- 
faition. Is not this ro deny, whilſt they 
own him, and boldly to confine the Actions 
of an infinite Power» Is not this ro make to 
themſelves a God, who cannot barely aft as 
a Man, to allow him Underſtanding with- 
our Counſel, a Will without Freedom, 
Goodnels without Communication ; in a 
Word, a Being without a Being, and lets 
than that of the F lements, which comes 
neareſt tro no Being at all. 

But, not to inſiit farther on the univerſal 
chain of Cauſes with their Eftedts, which 
plainly demonſtrate, rhat things of the ſubli- 
melt nature, are aſhſted by thoſe of the low- 
eſt, and that thele necetlarily depend on the 
ſame Wiſdom and Power by which they arc 
made and conferv'd. W ho is he thatin his An- 
ger chaſtiſes both Kings and People; that rc- 
moves the Scepter from one, and gives it to 
another; that overturns Empires, and in an 
inſtant, changes the Face of Eſtates; and to 
ſhew that this is done by his Power, haslong 
ſince foretold it by the Mouth of his Meſſen- 

ers and Prophets > W ho was it that puniſh'd 
te Sins of men by a miraculous Hood, ac- 
knowledged by all the World; and by whoſe 
Advice was one only Family ſaved from it 2 
Who was it that promusd ſuch a Dy 

ou 
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ſhould never return, and who has o faith- 
fully kept his Promiſe» What Spirit fore- 
ſaw the coming of the Mefis three or four 
thouſand years, of whom the Prophets have 
ſo particularly {poke, as it they, as well as 
the Apoltles, had ſeen _him : From whom, 
but God himſelf, or ſome Angel ſent from 
him, were thole Predictions of the Poſteriry 
of Abraham, of the Throne of David, and 
of that Lamp which ſhould be kept in his Fa- 
mily, of the diſperſing and rexxCting of the 
var and the Convertion ot the Gentiles ? | 
t it be told me that there are Mathemartici- 
ans, Aſtrologers, and Wite men, who fore- 
cell things to come, I muſt ask& by what 
hand they are writ in the Heavens, in ſuch 
Charatters that men can read '*em, and who 
has plac'd the Signs in the Stars, or rather, 
their Vertucs and Caulcs, which the ſame 
men cannot comprehend > Ir muſt needs be, 
that thole who arc not touch'd with theſe 
Conttderations, are blinded with Pafhon that 
| their Reaſon, who, from Cuſtom 
ecome obſtinate, and from Ignorance, (tu- 
pid. Ve find that there are many very 
wiſc, and knowing in all worldly things; 
nay, are ignorantand inſenſible of nothin 
but Divine ones: Burt, it I am not Leceivaih 
moſt bear in their Breaſt both their Accuſer 
and Judge, and will, carlier or later, be 
forc'd to ſay as others have done, We are fo 
weary of the ways of Iniquity, that we can endure 
'em no longer. CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 


HUS whatever preſents ir ſclf to our 
{ight do's ſpeak of a God, and prove 


' that he is; but what he is, neither all thoſe 


Objects, nor all our Reaſon can diſcover to 
us. Yet ſo much as we know of him, is ſuffi- 
cient to make us belicve, and worſhip what 
we don't pertectly know. Let it be then that 
the continu'd courſe of Cauſes and Effects 
is not infinite, that all things cither reach or 
tend viſibly to their End ; from the An- 
cienteſt of Books, in reſpe&t of which all 
others are but new, and im t, we know 
the Origine and Rite of all Nations ; That 
the Powers of the Heavens are become weak, 
thar the Age and Strength of Men are im- 
paired, in compariſon of that account we 
receive of 'tm in Sacred and Profane Hiſto- 
ry, it does evidently appear that God created 
the World; and for an additional PerfeRi- 
on to his greateſt Work, made Man after 
his own Image, that th, 0 conformable 
to his Will, not in Eflence but Imitation 
and as Perfect and as Happy as the Nobleſt 
Creature could be. He was plac'd in an ho- 
nourable Station, between Beaſts and An- 
pls, was the Bond of the Univerſe, the 
of all created things, over which hehad 
eternally commanded, had he been only 
but obcdicnt to his Creator, Bur not con- 
tent 
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tent with thoſe abundant Favours he had 
received, raſhly aſpires to a degree above his 
Sovereign, endeavours to riſe higher than 


| the Top it (elf, and aiming at ſomething in 


_ J 
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nothing, was near returning to that firſt No- 
thing from whence he came. How ſtrange- 
ly bold ! What high Preſumption is it to 
covet being equal with God ! What baſe 
Incredulity to accuſe him of falſhood or 
Envy ! What horrid Ingratitude and Re- 
bellion, to ſer the Devil in Gods place ! How 
extremely ſpiteful and uncharitable was he 
to his Children, to ſell 'em before they were 
born, and enflave 'em before they knew 
whar Liberty was ! He ſcarce imagin'd that 
he ſhould be beliey'd the worſt of che 
World, that the Curſe he had drawn on him- 
ſelf would extend ir (elf from one end of the 
Earth to the other, from the beginning to 
the end of all Ages, and would be the moſt 


* certain Inheritance he could leave to his Po- 


ſteriry. He foreſaw nor, that inſtead of that 
commerce and fellowſhip he held with An- 
gels, inſtead of that Accels he had to, and 
Communication with God himſelf, his un- 
happy Succeſlors would converſe only with 


! Devils, and muſt eternally ſubmit to their 


| h 


| Power and Tyranny; and that to live 


amongſt men, would be to herd with Lyons, 


: Tygers, Vipers, and Dragons. He forelaw 
_ inſtead of an Eternal Spring which 
c 


an to enjoy, and might have —_ 
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for 'em, they would ſuffer the Extremiries of 
cold Winter, or be ſtifled by the excellive 
Heats of Summer, that inſtead of thoſe fair * 
delightful Trees he ſaw in the Terreſtrial Pa- ? 
radice, and of that delicious Fruit, and thoſe ? 
curious Flowers he had the liberty to gather 
there, they would (cldom {ce but Racks and * 
Gibbets, the devouring Grave, and dead : 
mens Bones. He forcſaw not, that beſides 
the Hardſhips and Swet of Labour, the Ter- 
rors of fatal Necethty, ſharp Pains, or lan- 
guiſhing Dilſcalcs, and the continual Horrors 
of approaching Death ; there would be 
Judgments and Plagues that would ruine 
2. Towns, and deſtroy Provinces, that 
there would be ſometimes fo great a Morta- 
lity, and the dead fo frighttul, that there 
would be ſcarce any left, cither to lament or 
bury *em ;- that Nature would become fo di- 
veſted of her (clf, that Men would devour 
Men, and Children tore in Bits would again 
return to their Mothers Bellies. He forclaw 
not that the greateſt part of his- Poſteriry 
would become {o odious to cach other, that 
they would plcaſc themſelves with perſecu- 
ting the nuſtelt and moſt innocent of their | 
Brethren, rather than imitate them ; that # 
they would not content thernſelves to ſtone 
ſome, and mallacre others, but would wit- ' 
tily invent ſome new Puniſhment, by which | 
they might force them to deny the Truth, | 
to worſhip Wood or Stonc, or clic ro under- | 


fo 
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go the cruclleſt Torments the Furies of Hell 
it ſe]t could inſpire 'em with. No, he forc- 
law not all theſe things; and the Devil, who 
flatter'd him with Hopes that his Eyes ſhould 
be more open'd, endeavour to blind him 
more, that he might throw him 1nto a bot- 
romlels Abyſle, from whence, 'twas not to 
be imagined, that ever cither any Humane, 
Angelick, or Divine Power, could juſtly re- 
trieve him. 

How 1s he diſguiſed by this Fall ! what 
Proportion is there between what he is and 
what he was ! He is aſham'd of himſelf, ha- 
ving only ſo much Sight lett him as to dil- 
cover his Nakedneſs, and ſo much Know- 
ledge as to perceive his Errer. From the 
Image of God, after which he was made, he 
is transform'd in an Inſtant into that of a De- 
vil, and he has no more of the firlt Inno- 
cence remaining, than the Trouble of ha- 
ving loſt ir. What comfort can he find at- 
ter this Loſs > He cannot hope for any from 
his Reaſon, that having help'd to deſtroy 
him. He who could not preſerve himſelt 
upright when ſtanding, how, when fallen, 
ſhall he recover himſclt > What can he pro- 
miſe himſelf, cither from Angelsor God him- 
ſelf, fince he has broken that Law by which 
he was obliged to Obedience or Punithment? 
The Puniſhment which bears the ſame Date 
with Guilr, docs, without Intermithon tor- 
ment him, and has left him only ſo much 
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Life as to make him ſenſible of the Terrors 
of Death. But, what is yet worſe, the Of- 


lence - avatcd according to the Greatneſs 


of the ded Perſon ; and as he has finn'd 
againſt an infinite Being, fo he muſt dye, or 
ſuffer infinitely ! What Confuſion of 
Thoughts, W hat Remorſe, Whar Terrors 
torment his Mind ! Since he was notonly told 
his Duty, but threatned with Diſgrace if he 
did itnor, and to invite him to be the more 
carchul, one would have believed the De- 
cree of his Death ſhould have kept him from 
ſinning. To what deſpair does he find him- 
ſelf reduc'd, and what can he do or imagine 
in this ſad miſerable Condition / Unleſs 

has made what he cannot repent him of ha- 
ving made; and that he builds not to pull 
down, and his Glory will not fſufter his 
Workmanſhip to periſh. That 'tis not pro- 
bable the moſt excellent of Creatures was 
deſtin'd to everlaſting Miſery, that being (c- 
duc'd, and the Fault not alrogether his own, 
he ſhould be obliged ro make Satisfattion, as 
the Devils themſelves, whoare always doing 
it, but never accompliſh it. 

Howſoever it is, he ſaw no Expedient for 
his Deliverance, aud could not imagine 
how he might find Mercy from God, with- 
out violating his Juſtice. *T'was this that nei- 
ther he nor all his Poſteriry could conceive. 

Some have been fo amaz'd at it, that they 
have turn'd Athciſts, others made to = 
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ſelves Gods after their own faſhion, and be- 
came Idolaters. 'T his unhappy temper, but 
{o natural and fo ſtrong, has even univer- 
lally prevaild, and fo _—_— the very 
Senie and Underſtanding of Men, that they 
would have the Objets of Adoration Cor- 
poral and vitible, as themſelves, not being 
able to frame to themſelves any thing high- 
er, attributing to them humane Pathons, 
and appointed 'em Services according to 
their own vain Imaginations. T hey have 
not Only been leſs than men ty worſhipping 
them, but than Bcaſts themſcives, having 
worſhipped thole too. They adored the 
moſt abject and vilelt Creatures, who were 
lo far trom bcaring any marks of Divinity, 
that they had nor common fignes of Lite ; 
and, left chcir Idolatry ſhould nor be fuffict- 
ently execrable, they worſhippea even the 
Infernal Powers, the greateſt ala of the 
Creator. Many, believing that there was a 
tirure, and better ſtate of Life for Man than 
that of this World, inſtead of ſearching the 
Divine Oracles, to inſtru 'em in the, At- 
rainment of their great End, have apply'd 
themſelves to doubtful and Diabolical ones. 
Inſtead of the only and true Remedy by 
which they might be cleanſed from all Sin 
and Corruption, they have taken indirect 
Meaſures, and from hence wearied them- 
ſelves with Ceremonies, Abſtinencics, Puritt- 
cations, Faſtings, Offerings, which have been 
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only cficQual to add freſh Troubles to their 
Life. For what Sacrifices, what Beaſts, what 
Hecatombs can expiate the Crime only of 
one Man > Or rather, what Man is able, be- 
ing conceiv'd in Sin, ro make fatisfaCtion, 
not for others; but for himſclt > And what 
Sacrifces can he ofter buc Ingratitude, En- 
vy, Hatred, Malice, Vain thoughts, and ly- 
ing Words > What is his Virtue but Vice 
pa liated, his Prudence but Subtlty and 
a 


ud, his  Valour bur raſhnels, and his 3 
Wiſdom but Hypocrifie ? It he does pray, | 
'tis only from Cuſtom or for Faſhion-ſake, | 
and it at ſomctimes he is more than ordina- | 


ry Zealous, "tis not ſo much the love of God 


that excites him to it, as the fear of Evil | 
threatning him, or the ſence of it, which is |} 


burthenſome to him. What therefore can 
he do better than daily ro make Contethon 
of his Sins> but trom thence he is to expect, 
it to be judged according to his Merits, only 
Death and Damnation. 


It then Man bv all his Reaſon could ne- 


ver ſanfific one Man only, if all the Philo- ? 
fophy in the World could never make one Þ| ( 
Believer, or diſcover a Good which Death & þ 
cannot rob us of ; what remains then bur | 
that we belicve that, thoſe who have been * 
inſpired by God, have taught, is belt ; that | 
we rely on the firſt and fureſt &s op, = that | 
only 


the Means are univerſal, which 


- can revcal. 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 


A® is an undoubted Truth, that Man 
was not made by Chance, fo tis as 
8 certain that he was not made in Vain; that 
| he was not deſtin'd to everlaſting Torments, 
| or to return to that Nothing from whence he 
came; and the ſame Power that gave him 
his firſt Being, will cive him a future Well- 
| Being. Shall not He, who by thoſe Sparks 
of the Divine Imane remaining in hum, can 
meaſure the Heavens ſtanding upon the 
Earth, be immortal > What would {ignifie 
elſe thoſe many Promitcs and Revclations 2 
Who would have taken fo much trouble to 
have deceived us > W hat would Juſticeand 
Picty be accounted, hut vain empry Names 
with which the World is abuſcd > and to 
what purpoſe all our Religion, it aftcr this 
Lite there was nothing to be hoped for 2 
Tis true that our degcncrate and fenfual 
Inclinations pcriwade us to follow the com- 
3 mon way ; to cnzoy the Plcaſures of the pre- 
| {erit time, without any concern for thoſe of 
| hereafter, to live as Beaſts, as it to dyc as 
$ thoſe : But let us lay afide all thoſe profane 
| and inconfiderate Thoughts. The firſt Act 
| of the Creator is a Proot of all the reſt; for 
He who made us out of nothing, can as 
{ well raiſe us from the dead. Will he ſuffer 
fuch to eſcape unpuniſh'd who fully and de- 
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face his Holy Image » Shall the Devil con- 
wer in this Combat, or triumph over the | 
orks of the Almighty 2 No, the Happinef | 
of man in his firſt State of Innocence, how 
great loever, was not his ultimate End z nor 
was itſo compleat, butthat he will be yer in- | 
hnitely more happy : but 'twas ro 
leave him to his own Will and Counſels, : 
as well to him, as to oblige him to a 
Knowledge of himſelf, which mught ſerve as 
a ſtep tro raiſe him to that of his Creator : 
He would clſc, perhaps, have believed he © 
could have ſubliſted without the aid of any 
other Power, ard would not have duely 
conlider'd, that there is but one only Being, 
pure, holy, and truc, on whom all others 3 
depend, and without whom, we muſt cither 

be not at all, or ctcrnally miſcrable. 

That men therctore may not too ſecurely 
reſt on the Remains of their own Strength and 
Venue, God has given 'em mcans to try 
theraſelves, and let 'em know, that they 
all Ily fell with the firſt man, are na- 
rurally Slaves to Sin, and conſequently, Tri-F! 
butraries to Hell and Death. | 

He has given 'cm his Law, which, as per-Y 
felt as it is, ſhews 'em bur their Imperteftion.} 
It's being juſt, makes 'em the more criminal, Pe 
it inſtruts but to confound em; and ſcemsP 
{o far from promiſing any good to'em, that$" 
it takesaway all manncr of Hopes: 'tisa kill-$w 
ing Letter, an intolerable Yoke, an InſtruP! 
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ment of Death, ſo far from juſtifying, that 
$ it brings all under the ſame Condemnation : 
Yer, to ſpeak more favourably of ir, 'tis a 
Looking-glats that repreſents to 'em what 
S they were, what they are, and what they 
{ muſt be; "tis a Hower, whole Fruit is the 
| greateſt Grace can happen to 'em;'tisa Flam- 
| beau that Lights 'em in the Night, till the 
riſing of the Sun. 
As the incomprehenſible Unity which 
comprechends all things, is the ſovereign Per- 
8 feion of God, fo Union with God is the 
3 chict Perteftion of Man ; bur we cannot come 
$ to him, unlcls firſt he draws us, or rather, 
© unleſs he is plcagd to come down to us. I his 
; | is the great Myſtery of our Redemption, 
; | which even thoſe who recciy'd the Promiles 
3 of it confirmed by Numbers of Signs and 
Miracles, ſaw at {o great a diſtance, and 
through fuch ſhadows of Darkneſs, that they 
| could much berter believe and hope for than 
comprehend it. Obſerving the great diſtance 
Ibertween Heaven and Earth, they forclaw 
;. $no way to fill up this Abyſle, nor could they 
limagine how they ſhould aſcend thus high, 
- Fbut by hor Ladder. 
14 Yet Reaſon docs oken aſlent rothings even 
1,Þcyond ir (elf ; and by this at length we un- 
R 
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M id, what we could not pollibly 
a:Imagine. It thenReaſon tells us, that a Mc- 
1. Sium is y between ewo Extreams, and yer 
1 Sith this Mcdwum te Extreams cqually 
| agrec 


that he is both God and Man; and yet Man, 

conceiv'd after another manner than 

leſt his natural Corruption and Sins make } 

him incompatible with the Juſtice and Puri- | 
of God. If he was not lan, wc ſhould 


he was only Man, hc could not conquer 
Death, or have riſen from the Grave he 
would have ſunk under the Pain, and have 
been reduc'd to nothing. And it he was on- 
iy God, hc could not have dyed, orreceiv'd 
himſelf the Satisfaction which the Law | 

he made obliges us tO. | 
He muſt then ſuffer, and yet bc impaſli- 
ble; dye, and yet : mortal; deſcend into $ 
Hell and riſe again: He muſt conquer the 
Infernal Powers, and Jet us ſce, that in him 
truly are the Entrics and Iffues of Death. I: 
«« neceſlary, that he who will deliver ethersF 
from the Curſe, docs both ſuffer and over 


(27) 
come it; and that there may be ſome 
| portion berween the Fault and the 


7 
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| Suffering of infinite V 
| God rather choſe that his Son 
| the Sins of the World m_—_ 


| Word ſhould periſh. Though 
- 6 hays 0g 5p 
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2 luffer for the guil chat 

; 1 r ury, yet none it, Of 
| Condit l he voluntarily offers him- 
3 ſelf, and that he is not abſolutely deſtroy'd 
$ by the Puniſhment, but that it remains in 
lus Power'to lay down and take up his Lite 


Lo! 


O wonderful Eftefts of Erernal Power and 
Wiſdom, who from one Man, in the begin- 
ning, made a Woman that causd us all to 

 Edve; and ſince has pleasd, in the Fulneſs 

 Fot Time, of a Woman romake a Man that 
 Ewill us reſtore ro Lite again! Thus is the 

, EDivine and Humane Nature myſteriouſly 

| Funited, and without the Properries cither of 

7 the one or the other, being changed. 

* The Son of God is joyrrd in Uniry of 
-FPerſon with the Son of Man; I fay, the Son, 
o Þnd notthe Father, becauic we cannot have 
e Jor Interceſſor that Perion ro whom he muſt 
nIntercede. He who ſends,cannot be lent; and 
It as the Father docs nothing of humlelt, 
rsÞut all things by the Son, 'tis reaſonable, 
-$:; the focand Corgtion fouls be mace Oy 

2 t 
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the ſame as the firſt was. Who can more 
cfiefually ſpeak than He who is the Word 
it ſelf > Who can better renew in us the Di- 
vine Image, than He who firſt form'd it : 
and who can better beſtow on us the right þ 
of Children, than the Poſleflour of ut 2 
But it is not enough that He makes Saris- 
faftion, or that that be imputed to us z - but * 
ris neceſſary that this Grace be conterr'd 
on us; that it be apply'd to us, which 1s the 
Office of the _=_ that equally procceds 
both from the Father and the Son: *Tis He * 
thar docs both cnlighten, and puritie us, 
that makes us underſtand, love, and believe | 
theſe Myſterics ; that makes us, as he did 
the Bleſſed Virgin, conceive our , Saviour. 
He is the Bond of Love that ' unizes 1s-to | 
Divinity ; 'ris the true anointing by which 
we are made Kings, Prieſts, and Prophess : 
To conclude, This is He who gives him- 
ſelf as a Pledge, and afſurance of the Pro- 
miles of a furure Life, of the RelurredQion, 
and of Glory. F 
This great Mediator is then come, and J | 
as he was forctold, not as a Conquerour, a5 ? 
a Cyrus or Alexander, but a man of ſorrows, 
conſecrated, by his AMiRions, the publick 
Vidtim of Mankind, whoſe Merir is luſhct- 
ent for all, but only applicable ro'thoſe who! 
belicve in him. He is come, not to ſhed the! 
Blood of others, but his own ; to overcome 
Rebellion by Obedicnce, Force and ag 
i 


— 
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(29) 
by Weakneſs, and Pride by Humility : and 
this makes him appear greater, and more 
Divine, as well as us ro admire and adore 
him. Bchold the ſole Obje&t of Religion, 
which is not onely to ſave Man, bur of him 
ro make a God, without prejudice to ehe 
Divine Unity, or Holy Triniry. For what 
name can we give the Son of man, who 
makes one and the fame Perſon with 
the Son of God > And of what Race oughe 
we to eſteem thole, whom he has vouch- 
fed ro honour with the name of Brethren 2» 
Now this Religion is eſtabliſt'd ; nor by 
Conrention, or private Conſpiracy ; not 
by the favour of Kings, or the ſuffrage of 
the People, not by the cunning of Philo- 
ſophers, or the Eloquence of Orators ; not 
by a multirude of men, as the Mabometar, 
or by numbers of Gods, as the Pagan ; 
but by the alone publiſhing of the ſimple 
and naked Truth. Yet this Truth, nor- 
withſtanding all manner ot oppoſition, has 
flouriſh'd, and made it ſelf known through- 
out the World. It has fo prevailed, thar 


{ Errours of all forts have becn confounded, 


all Seats difperyd and waſted, falſe Oracles, 
_ Idols and their worſhippers, have fall'n 
ore it. 


(30) 
CHAP. V. 


þ hg —— are taught concern- 
ing the only way of Man's Sal vation, 
What can we learn from all the Religions in 
the World » To what would Mahomet per- 


upon us, as well as thoſe Inſtruftions we re- 
ccive from 'tm, we have no need of being 
longer curious, but to ſubmit and obey. Let 
thole who make to theraſelves Gods, ap- 
point Services for 'erm, "tis otherwiſe with him 
who is not made by our Opinion, bur is the 
Maker of us all. His Will cannot be diſco- 
verd by our Conceit or vain inati 
but by his Word alone; this he gives us as 
a Light to guide us, and woe be to them | 
who call this Light Darkneſs. The Know- 
ledge which it teaches us is 40 ſublime and 
excellent, that Man could never have found 
& out; and then ſo conſonantto Reaſon, that 
tis 


(31) 
tis impotſible to conſider of it well, and nor 
approve of ir. Ir firſt repreſents Man to him- 
ſelt, informing him ot his Weaknels and 

ery, then comforts himz and no ſooner 
diſcovers his Dilcaſe to him, bur offers him 
a Remedy againſt ir. It contains many Re- 
velations and Prediions, confirnrd, ater a 
long Succethon of I une, by certain Events, 
whole end is the Salvation of the Creature, 
_ me grantees of _ prog The Na- 
eurainels, tne En the Antiquity, 
the Strength, the Duration, and divers other 
Marks, which eminently appear in ir, doo 
clearly prove it's Divinity, that it ſeems to 
be God himſclt who ; Man therefore 


\ , 25 this has even by its Ene- 
mics? _ = _— with nn SO 
continues e to Age, ſpeaks of chings 
to come, as * _ and ends with the 
World ir {elf> "T's the way of Salvation, the 


Gare of Heavenz and he who endeavours to 
enter by any , is a T hict. "Tis the mo- 
del of Perfettion, that ſhews us of what Good 
or of what Ill we are capable, and teaches us 
to examine, to know, and reform our ſelves. 
Tis the true Paradiſe, where grows the Tree 
of Life, whoſe Leaves are for the Health of 


the Gentiles. 
: C4 To 


(32) 
To conclude, they are the Words of the 


—_ Ny by and cqually dif- 


to his Servants and Friends, being nei- * 


belong to his Eleftion. Whoever then knows 
that there are Holy Scriptures for to inſtrutt 
men how they oughtto lerve God, and what 
Recompence they may hope for, and does not 
carefully conſult 'em, whatever Profetſion he 
may make of REI, sa Lyar, a Hypocrite, 
and deceives himſelf ; fince they are writ as 
well for the mcaner fort as the greateſt Do- 
Qtor; for Women as Men; and for Chil- 
dren as their Fathers. It there be any, who 


having once read *em, though out of Curi- 
olity perhaps, and are nor ſo taken with'em 


as to read 'em continually, *us a very ill » 


Sign. Is it to deal fairly, or indeed, Is it 
not todeclare they receive the Devils Wages, 
and take his parr to prevent the Salvation of 
men when they forbid the reading of tem» to ſo 
many pious Souls who thirſt after the Word 
of Erernal Life > Let Hereticks and Turks con- 
ceal che Falſeneſs of their Dottrines and Er- 
rors, but let the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, being 
Truth ir ſelf, be exposd and vilible to all ; 
let it ſhine as the Day, that ſpiritual things 
may be as evident to our Underſtanding, as 


_ are. ff 
ut, perhaps "twill be ſaid, What need 
have we of ſo much Reading and Study, 


. pens 
ther kept or hid from any one of thoſe who | 
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ſince the Church does appoint what is ne- 
cellary | 


j 
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ceſlary for us, and that ſuch who cannot err 
do guide us > Bur, I fay, there can te no 
greater Error than to periwade us that we 
cannot err; for this indeed, is boldly to at- 
tribure to our ſclves, a divine Property, in- 
communicable ro Men, unleſs to the Pro- 
phers and Apoſtles; and they onl A 
Commithon they had to declare 4 Word 
they receiv'd, and publiſh what was truly re- 
veal'd to 'em. Perhaps, the Word of God is 
not to be underſtood without Plato and Ari- 


fotle : Bur I fay, the Wile Men of the World 


' arefo far from this Knowledge, as their WiL- 
dom is folly before God, which makes 'em 


as obſtinarely and with as much Violencere- 
fiſt the Monons of the Holy Ghoſt, as one 


| Contrary does the other. It may be urg'd 


again, that 'tis but a fragment, a part, an im- 
perteft Rule, inſufficient to lead us to Salva- 
tion. Bur I ay, That there is no Man either 
lo fimple, or dull, who from hence is nor 
enabled to lcarn- more than the beſt Saint 


| can praftiſe; for there isnoone {o good, who 


comes not ſhort of the PerfcEtion that is here 
propos'd. 

Methinks Ihear theſe wiltully ignorant men 
complaining of the difficulty of a Know- 
ledge they have never fcarch'd into; as it 


{ the knowing the ways of Salvation did nut 


belong to 'em. 

They uſe to urge, out of a religious Scru- 
ple, they are not worthy to rcad it. *I ts 
of rue, 


(34) 
true, you are not worthy of the Grace of God, 
but fince he is pleasd to beltow it on you, « 
who will you have to receive it for you? He 
is ſuſpeted by you, his Word is dangerous, 
and to be fear'd; he has declared and inſpi- 
red it only to en{nare your Souls, to deceive } 
and deſtroy 'em: You pretend you know 
our Weakneſs, and you ſhould wreſt the ' 
ence of ir; confeſs rather your own Per- 
verſeneſs, and that you will turn that into 
Poyſon, which others, that you know,dointo 
Honey. You call that Word dark, the firſt 
of which, made Light; that ſpiritual Lamp | 
which was given us to no other end, bur to | 
enlighten us. Youunderſtand not that Word 
which the very Rocks did, that Word which | 
raisdnotonly the Dead tol.ife,but ſummon'd | 
them who were not, as if they were; that 
Word which commanded Nothing to pro- 
duce Something, and that Nothin op tan | 
Confebs.then, you are leſs ſenſible n 
the the Dead, or Nothing it ſell. | 
Thisisthe Natural Effe&t of the Counſel,and | 
- thoſe Inſtruftions you recciv'd from your ' 
Feachers, who, to make their own — 
the more eſteem'd, vilifie the Scripeure. Irs | 
Purity ſerves not their Ambition, and not da- : 
ring to acculc it of Falſhood, charge it with | 
Obſcurity ; and becauſe they cannoe poſitive- | * 
ly contradift, they miſinterpret it {or their 
own Parpoſcs : and tho! it's full of Prohibirt- ' 
ons, neither to add to, or ſubſtratt any thing | 
om 
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from it, yet they are not content'to lay hea- 
vy Impolitions on the Conticiences of men, 
and load them with new Humane Ordinan- 
ces, which make the Sate of the Golpel more 
intolerable than that of the Law ; bur their 
Infolence and Boldneſs are fo exorbitant, as 
to retrench the Commandments of the Law, 
though the Reverence due to God,who writ 
'em with his own hand, ought to have (ecu- 
red 'em from that Sacrilege, and have ren- 
der'd 'em forever iavickble Thee men ſtudy 
Divinity, only to quarrel the Scriptures, and 
pals for learned men in 'em, without having 
read *em; and betore they have read em, 
being prepoſlefſed with rhe Sence of the 
Schools, they judge *em with Prejudice: Af- 
ter which, *tis verv hard to take any other 


, 4 Impreſſion, than that which they receiv'd in 
| 3 rheir Youth; and then, with what Folly does 
| the Devil ſeduce the minds of men, that 


they who proceed in fuch.a Merhod, ſhould 
be thought wiſc and knowing ? 

There are, 'tis true; myſterious Prophecies, 
that were not underſtood by thoſe who deli- 
verd 'em; the Knowledoe of *'em was reler- 


; ved for ſuch that ſhould fee their Accom- 
pliſhment. There is no one Paſſage in Scri- 


prure that threatens Erernal* Damnation to 


| -thole who don't clearly interpret the Reve- 


[tticns, and we may attain to Salvation,, 
without being fully acquainted with the. 
meaning of the Vittons of Ezckze/, and the: 
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other Prophets. I will farther add, that the 
PrediCtions, Threats, and Promiſes, the tul! 
diicovery of which neceſlarily depends on 
the future, do imprint certain Ideas upon us, 
of terrible pains prepar'd tor the Wicked, and 
ot a glorious home and teliciry for thc 


Good. 'Thoſc things we underſtand, certi- ' 


fic us of the truth of what we do not under- 
{tand; and when the Reader does meet with 
elcar Texts, by which he cannot explain 0- 
thers, he mult humble himſelf, confeſs his 
{znorance or Incapaciry, and fo put aſtopto 
his Preſurnption. However it is, there is no 
one but may there diſcover ſuch Commands 
as.he ought to obey, the Belict he ought to 
hold, a pattern of fuch Prayers and Thank(- 
givings which he ought to make to God Al- 


meghrty. And this indeed is all our Preach- |: 


ers have to dire& us in, without perplexing 
our Minds with nice and intricate Queſtions, 
or diſtutbing us and themſclves with their 
vain, impertinent 'Thoughtes. Bur let us be- 
warc of belying our ſclves, in ſaying this 
Word is clear and caſfic, becauſe the Dottors 
of the Ape urge the contrary, and the Peo- 
ple believe it. No, no, 'tis truly very difh- 
caſt and obſcure ; Jeſus Chriſt himſclt does 
teſtific it, but eſpecially ro the Learned. - He 
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gives thanks to his Father that he has hid | 


. thele things from 'em. and reveal'd 'cm to lit- |? 


- tle Children. ”T is obſcure to ſuch who are caſt 


away, and whoſe eyes the God of this W ou 
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has ſhut. Let us boldly confeſs, 'tis not to be |, 
underſtood barely by Humane Reaſon, We 
want the aſh[tance of a Divine Spirit, to make 
us have clear conceptions of ſo Divine a 
Word. Thoſe who have not this Spirit can- 
not certainly comprehend it: the Children 
of God only know the Voice of their Fa- 
ther, and only thoſe of the Flock know that 
of the Shepherd. Let us acknowledge, that 
too great a luſtre does make it ſeem obſcure 
to a great part of thoſe who look on it ; 
only the generous and legitimate Eagles 
can fixedly bchold this Sun, but the Owls 
and Birds of Darkneſs become blind by its 


light. 


CHAP. YL 


IS not to be doubted, but that the 

chief Enemy of God, the firſt Au- 
thor of univerlal Rebellion, the great T'y- 
rant of the World,does,by all Mcthods ima- 
ginable, promocre his own Worſhip, and 
then no wonder that the moſt part of Re- 
ligions are Worldly and Diabolical. He 
cares not how, or by whom they arc 1n- 
ſtirured , whether -introduced by Igno- 
—_ Co Abuſe, or Cuſtome, ſo they 
are but alike Profane and Superſtitious ; whe- 
ther thoſe who at firſt adored Be! or 
Tupiter, 
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| teach and diſpute, his Profeſſors of Religion 
ro give Examples of living well ; his Pricſts, 
his And 


' 


. what th 
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_—_ do afterwards worſhip the Sun, the” | 


n, the whole Hoſt of Heaven, or'of 
Hell. There is no Religion ſo cxtrava- 
t, which ” _ __ _ A nor is 
there any one dilplcaſmng ro him, bur the true. 
He hath firſt added Gods to Gods, carry'd 
their Idols to the Holy place, and then hath 
found out wayesof oppoling the Scripture by 
Scripture,- and by untrue Int IONS ON 
it, created falſe Beliefs. He hath ſerved him- 
ſelf of the Light, only to dazle,and of T ruth, 
to dilguile falſhood, the better to pur oft his 
Impoſtures. He has his Learned men to 


rophers, yrs and Confeſlors. 
yet men are not {cnfible by what Spirit they 


arc led, ſo obdurate are they, and given up 


to Satan; they are {o fully poſle(s'd with, an 

infaruaed b | him, tha they arc think 
r is. Theyare fo profancand prelum- 
ptuous, have fo mighty an Opinzon of their 
own Natural Reaſon, that they pretend to 


reform the Works of their Maker, and ro 
judge of the Word of God, as if barely Hu- 


mane; They content not themſelves with 


aid of Philolophy, and confound both the 
one and the other ; and thus, inſenſibly for- 
ſaking the Profeftion of Chriſtians, become as 
Heathens. They employ themſelves in the 
ſcarch of nice and curious Queſtions, and 
not 


learn from Divinity, without the- 


_ Ros 
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not regarding what is clear and evident, take 
a pride in railing Doubts and Scruples; and 
in a colleftion of Contradictions, and at- 
teted Difficulties, pervert themſelves and 
others from the knowledge of the Truth. 
They take, when they pleaſe, figurative 
Exprethons literally ; they make the worſt 
Interpretations on thole things that are ob- 
{cure and doubtful; and when they meer + 
with Words of a double Senſe, they be ſure * 
take that which ſuits beſt with their Intereſt 
and Deſigns. They puzzle cach other with 
ſpecious Reaſons, and their Judgment is ſo 
weak as to allow, that rwo ContradiQoriecs 
may be maintain'd by equal Proofs. One 
would believe they lea, that they may be 
more ignorant, and that they ſtudy to be 
Scepticks; and by thele means, they make- 
_— of leſs Value than Ignorance it 


In —_ t, if _—— R—_ c was 
grounded on any Certainty, thoſe who pre- 
tend fo perteftly ro underſtand the Art of 
reaſoning well; would be all of the ſame Be- 
lief: but if their Opinions are fo very difte- 
rent, and divided; and yet that there is but 
one Truth 3 in what can they be fo un- 
derſtanding? in a certain crabbed, knotry 
artificial Divinity only, full of Metaphyſical 
F which neither the Prophets, or Apo- 
files judg'd neceflary to Salyation, or rather, 
baycnotatall known; and of which, accord- 

ing 
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ing to their Example, *tis much better to be , 


ignorant than knowing. 

In Humane Inventions, in Chimera's and 
odd Pictures, and indeed, in all things capa- 
ble of producing Errors, and of deſtroyin 
Reaſon by its own fubrilty, you meet wit 
ſome who are always vainly prating, eternal 
Diſputants, that employ their whole ſtudy 
, 1n contradicting others, and who are con- 

ccrn'd more-or a falſe Syllogiſm, than for the 
Peace of the Church, or the Happineſs of the 
World, They never cngage in any Confe- 
rence, but with a reſolution not to yield in 
the. leaſt for the love of the Truth, but only 
to endeayour cither to ſeduce. their Adverſa- 
ries by all manner of perſwaſtons and promi- 
ſes, or at leaſt, to ſupplant 'em by Artificial 
Stratagems. 'T hey fear nothing ſo much as 
granting one Point, leſt then = ſhould be 


obliged to allow all. It any of 'em docs in | 


the leaft yicld, he loſes all his Credit with 
his Party; and if fincere but in one af, 
'twill be look'd on by 'em as an unpardon- 
able fault. They are alwaycs armed with 
the fallacious Arguments of the Schools, and 
Proofs grounded on certain Maxims which 
they lay down, and oblige them ro main- 
tain, as Principles of unqueſtionable Truth, 
which muſt adrmt of no Doubt, or endure 
any Examinarion ; and on thele depend the 
infallible conſequence of what they bclieve, 
or what thrty cndeayour to pcriwade us 

to: 
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" fo: For, though their Impoſtures are appa- 
| 


| ] their pious Cheats, in their impious Deyo- 
' ® nions. 


rent, = they ſo diſguiſe 'em as to make *em 
plauſible, that they may keep the People, by 


tage of the Enemy, they are well $kilFd 
in ſhifting the moſt formal Afſertions, they 
| fubrilly refine the very ſubſtance of the 
| Matter, and the ſtate of the Queſtion ; 
| they have their Sophiſtical Diſtinctio 

' their {et Comments, their Evaſions an 
| Defeats; and thus cyery one in their Diſ- 
| putes, as in War, aims only at Con- 
1 queſt. Execrable Souls ! who regard 
| more the defence of their Honour and 
Intereſt, than their Religion ir felt, and 
who look after what they are to object, *. 
or an{wer, rather than what they ought to 
believe; who value nor their want of 
| Faith, provided they appear not to be void 
| of Realon. Why ſhould we hope from 
| theſe men for a candid and faithful Interpre- 
tation of the moſt hidden things,who on] 
| endeavour to render more oblcure thole 
{ which are clear and evident; and who fo 
; change the Ordinances of God, thar 'tis caſic 
to diſcover it; for, with the aſliltance even of 
common ſence, our Eyes alone may be juſt 
| Judges of ir > But we are nor to expect other 
fruits from their Animoſity or Obduraten 


| who are only free and ſociable with thoſe 


who 


| They know how to take the advan- 
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who ſuffer themſelves to be inſtrufted, or 4 
_ govern'd by 'em : For they are not | 
c 


capable of knowing -more, having, as they 
preſume, leam't all they can, and propoſing 
to themſelves only the reaching of others, 
are pleas'd to be rather eſteem'd the Maſters 
of , than the Diſciples of Truth. 


Bur "twill be asked me, if in a Confide- | 


ration of {o great weight as this, I can pre- 
tend, without Preſumption, that my Opini- 
on herein is infallible, or at leaſt, more en- 


lighten'd than that of the Learned them- || 


ſelves. I anſwer, that I to embrace 
no other than what is cſtabliſh'd on the clear 
Evidenee of Scripture, intelligible by the 
meanelſt of men, and which it has pleasd 
God to reveal to the humble, and hide from 


the proud. No. other than that by which F |: 
am taught, that no one ought to —_—_— | 
"ris 


beyond what is written, 1 Cor. 4.6. 


abſolutely forbid either ro add, or take from 
it; that thoſe who promote God's Honour | | 
and Service, barely by humane Dodtrines, | 


do it in vain; and by their T raditions,make 


the Law of nocftet. No other than that | 


which preſſes me to avoid profane Queſti- 


r 

falſly fo called, which 'tis difficult to purſue, 

without crring from the Faith, and becoming 

even impious. Beſides, I anſwer, that theſe 

Demands cannot be juſtly proposd to _ 
w 


ww. Dl. 


ons, vain and impertinent Diſputes, and un- | 
cabnable Contradictions, of a Knowledge, | 
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{ who l(erve themſelves only of their Senſe and 
| Reaſon, to know the Voice of their Lord 
= _ receive his Cm and 
| um yz; wv preſume nor yY tO INter- 
Þ mine their own idle Conceits with his Ordi- 
| nances, and who expound the Scripture but 
* by ar (elf. Tis from the unbounded Curio- 

- firy, and (ſublime Vilions of theſe Angelical, 
- Scraphick, enlighten'd DoCtors.ariſe ſo many 
extravagant Opinions; and not from the in- 
| nocentreading of ordinary men, who in the 
Words of eternal Life, ſeek after nothing bur 
ſuch Light as may dire 'em in the ways of 
Repentance and ation. There arc none 

| elteem'd the Authors of Hereftes, but thoſe 
who preſume they are able to detend 'em ; 
who 7 the ons Gprſe ot phnardac mh 

| dence propos d 'em, maintain then, 
' Theſe are Errorsthen, which the Learned 
' can only pretend to, and Follies, which the 
| Wiſe can only commit; the = of 
knowing what others know not, the Repu- 

| tation of having firſt diſcover'd ſome new 
Invention, the gIvINg a Name to ſome Sect, 
and being it's Head; the Terrors of Poverty, 
a thirſt after Honour and Riches; a deſire 
' to pleaſe the Great men of the World, to 
| merit their Favours, to flatter their 
| to carry on theit Intereſt, for the Advance- 
ment of their own, are thoſe Confideratt- 
ons which contain the fecret Articles, and 
chicf Myſterics of their Faith. T hey wi g- 
y 
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ly abandon whatever concerns the Intereſt 
of their Souls for the adyantage of their Bo- 


0 


dies; they deſire that Religion ſhould ſub- 


mit to Fortune, and Conſcience to Neceſhry. 
Error is no ſooner broach'd, than there arc 


thoſe found who receive, and promote it ; not | 


out of Devotion, but from a Detign of ma- 
king ſome new Parry in a Quiet Govern- 
ment, and rhence to create trouble and 
confuſion. Europe is fo divided into Sefts, 
and rorn in-pieces by the violence of ſo ma- 
ny Faftions, that hereupon the Atheiſts in- 
creaſe, the Mahometans are confirmed in their 
Errours, the Jews ſcandalized, and all cqual- 
ly harden'd. "This does not happen from 
Queſtions ſometimes concerning the Elect, 
and at others of-the R te, bur from 
the inconſiderateneſs of thoſe who enquire 
after Reaſons thereof, when ſo great an A- 
= as St. Paul! found none, but the good 

ill and Pleaſure of God. I confels, I can- 
not ſufficiently wonder art thoſe, who ingrate- 
fully flight thoſe things which God 1s _ 
to make known to us,fo raſhly to ſearch after 
ſuch, which, for ſome time, he thinks fit to 
hide from vs; without being too indiſcreet- 
ly preſumptuous, without not only an im- 
pertinent, but dangerous Curioſity. I will 
not diſturb the Publick Quiet, by raiſing 
freſh Doubrs concerning the rwo Narures, 
the ewo Wills, or the Sabſtance of Jeſus 
Chriſt, without too great a loye of my _ 


| 
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| thren, either by a too particular 
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} I will not pretend to be the Comforter, with 


Montanus, nor the Saviour of Men, 


# with Menander ; | will live as a Bclicver, 


with the Faithful ; not (candalizing my Bre- 

Goinion of 
my own {ufficiency, or by a contempt of 
that of others. 

So long as the Weakneſs of Men ſhall in- 
troduce in the Church no other Scruples but 
what are made concerning Meats, or ſuch 
like ; fo long - as no other Ornaments arc 
uſed bur flat Pitures, that they provoke not 
the Jealouſic of God by embolsd Images; 
ſo long as they uſe only ſome ſuperfluous 
Ceremonies, which in the judgment of ma- 
ny, arc ſometimes indifferent, and at others 
neccſlary, although that Errour which ſeems 
at firſt Goht but {mall, is, tor the moſt parr, 
a degree to a greater ; {o long as the ſtate 
of the Church, though not ſo pure as might 
be with for, yer is ardeaſt tolerable, I will 
not forſake its Communion ; but I will with- 
draw my {clt from all thole Aflemblies where 
I ſball be forcd to conform to the External 
Ads of Superſtition or Idolatry, and to 
yield a Religious Worſhip, not only to 
Saints, and to Angels, who are fcllow-(cr- 
vants with us, but Wood and Stone; where 
the Sacraments are but partially admini- 
ſtred, and where the Commandments of 
God are deſtroy'd by thoſe of men. And | 
ſhall not believe, that there can be any 


Schilm ; 


| 


% 


; 


s 


| 


4 


| 


| 


to that end, keep the People under a _ 
an 
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CHAP. VI. 


<p the univerſal Divition of fo 
many Sects, cach of which, had ir's 
Teacher and Head, and {ome their Pro- 


| pant I believed ir highly neceſſary, tomake 


our Applications to God by Prayer, to hum- 
ble our ſclves, and ſcriout! conſult, not the 
uncertain Imaginations of men, but the in- 
fallible Rules which God himſelt hath caught 
us; I] was the mare fullicrous for the Per- 
formance of theſe things, becauſe God, by 
his W has fore-warned us, that not on- 
ly many Antichriſts ſhall ariſe inthe Church, 
and ſome one above the reſt, but allo, that 
from the time of the Apolſttes, the My/tery of 
Iniquity was (ct up, and was conlequently to 
be advancd, nowithſtanding the Bli 

of thoſe who would nor ice it, and who jearch 
tor Pretences for their voluntary Ignorance: 
[ look'd therefore on thoſe ons as Cr- 
roneous, which were not purely Evangelical 
and Divine, whichare mix'd with the Inven- 
tions of men, and lay all their ſtrels on Que- 
ſtions roo ſublime, and not to be reſolved; 
the Controverſic whereof isroo nice and ſub- 
til. I had a veryill Opinion of thoſe which 
are introduc'd by Tyranny, or the Sword, 
which are ſo ill-grounded, that their Profel- 


fors dare not communicate 'em to others; and 
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and brutal . I had no kindneſs 
for thoſe whole Intereſt is ſecular, and whoſe 
Kingdom is of this World, whatever name 
of a Church they may take to themlelves, 
becauſe they invert the Order of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and preſumpruouſly trangorm that into a 
time of Glory which he hath ordaincd tor 
the Patience of Saints. 
Moreover, if we are to credit Univerſal 
Experience, whatever is ſubjx& ro the go- 
vernment of men docs decay, and become 
as changeable ar! inconſtanr, carer or la- 
rer, as themſclves. idren continuc 
not-willingly in the Belict of their Farhers, 
at leaſt, of ir Grand-fathers ; Faith is nor 
hereditary, as the Title of an Houſe or an 
Eſtate. They have only remaining for ;the 
moſt part the external Protcſhon, which, ca- 
king up cither from their Birth or Cuſtom, 
they cafily forſake whar their perverie Hu- 
mours forbid *em to love, or know ; and if 
they have been iniciarcd in good Principles, 
they end in bad ones. Thus the Purity ot 
the Goſpel, in whatever Town or Province 
it has bcen received, has ſcarce procceded to 
the third Generation ; and the Apoſtles 
themſelves lived only in thoſe Churches 
they founded, Errour inſenfibly creeping 
into the place of Truth. God already threat- 
ned them ro extinguiſh their- Light, or to 
transfer it, letting *em ſee thar Faith was not 
a particular Priviledge to one Place, _ 


"> 
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ly, or People, and that the Church being 
Catholick, could not be ſubjected to the 
Power of one King, or the Government of 
one Prieſt. Ir is in vain Men pretend to fcr- 
tle a durable State, or fhnd a laſting Sovereign 
good in this Lite; they cannot long endure 
cven Proſperity it felt, and the alone way 
to ruine 'em, 15 to grant 'em even their own 
Deſires. If our firlt Parents, placed in Inno- 
cence amidſt the Fruit and | tn ot a de- 
lighttul Garden, could not withſtand the Per- 
luations of the Evil Spirit, though he took 
on him only the form of a Serpent, and ot- 
icr'd 'em but an Apple to tempt 'em; how 
then ſhall they who are Sinners by Nature, 
reſiſt him when he appears as an Angel of 
Light, and ofters them all rhe Advantages 
they can poſhbly deſire. "Tis certain, that 
the Devil tor the moſt part docs ſeduce men 
by a Paradiſe ct Pleafures, ro caſt 'em into 
the bottomleſs Abyſs of Hell; and tis by a 
Hell of Pains ar:d AMi&tions, that God does 
ually try ren, to cxalt 'em to the Glory of 
Paradiſe. Riches are of fo great Diſadvan- 
tage to their Poſleſſors, that they keep 'em, 
as a. weighty Burthen, from aicending to 
Heaven. They are fo incoherent with the 
Profeſſion of the Golpel, that he who had the 
Command of all, and could have cmploy'd 
cm without Abute, voluntarily makes him:- 
{clt poor, to procure us eternal Salvation, and 
to make us rich by his Poverty. 

D [n 
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In cf, what Hiſtory aſſerts is acknow- 
ledg'd by all good men, that the great Pre- 
ſents of Emperours, and the vaſt Gifts of 
Lords and Ladies, have been the moſt dan- 
gerous and faral Poyſon that could hayebeen 
ſpread in the Church : for, from hence Pi 
began to grow cold, and to yield tothe Buli- 
nels of the Age ; and all Chriſtian Vertucs | 
were loon ſtifled by Luxury and Abundance. | 
Thele Benetattors who arc fo highly magni- 
fved, do ſnfficiently prove, that they were 
unacquainted with the Will of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and with the Calling ot-his Miniſters, fince 
they beſtow on *em ſuch mighty temporal 
Riches, as to make 'em Sharcrs ot the King- | 
dom oft this World. Wealth on a ſudden 
encreaſing ſo much, made thole who were 
true Bclicvers plainly foreice, that none but 
the ambitious and coyctous; none bur ill 
men would be advanc'd ro Preterment in the 
Church, and that it would be brought rothe 
unhappy Extremity ot being govern'd only 
by it's Encmics. 

Since then, I know not by what Pcrmiſſi- 
on of Heaven Corruption has been {o rite, | 
that the Ecclefiaſticks are become worſe than 
Seculars. T hey have reccivd their Autho- 
rity from men, which they ought to have 
had alone from God, in fo religious a Pro- 
teſhon ; and it they have been concern'd 
in ſpiritual Affairs, it has been rather rocom- 
mand than ſcryc; to raile themſelves to great 
Honovrs, 


= TT eT TT 


(51) 
Honours, and to make them(clves Biſhops 
over the reſt of Biſhops. They have imita- 
red him who not fatisty'd with the Joys of his 
Fellow-Angels, boldly afſpired to the utmoſt 
height of Pride, faying, in his Heart, I wil 
raiſe my Throne above the Stars, and ſhall be 


| made like to the Almight « Inſtead of a due 


Obſervation of that Worſhip and Scrvice 


| God himlſclt has appointed, they have de- 
| ſpisd irs Simplicity, aftecting Pomp and Bra- 
| very in their Devotions, (and as they ſay 


themſelves) ſanCtitying the Ceremonies of 
Paganiſm, by introducing of 'em into the 
Church. Not being able ro endure the Pu- 
rity of Doctrine, without altering and diſ- 
uiſing of it into a thouſand Shapes, they 

;ave, tothis purpole, made choice of Preach- 

ers after their own faſhion, who railing nice 
and ſcrupulous Queſtions, have underſtood 
'em as little as their Hearcrs: and whatever 
Colour of Scrile they may bear, being pro- 
nounc'd in elegant and florid Words, they 
both ſeem cqually fatisty'd. We have fcen, 
that poor Worms, juſt riſen from the Duſt, 
and rcady to return thither again, have in- 
folently raken upon them the Title of Gods, 
and commanded the very Angcls as their 
Guards, and have diſposd of Heaven and 
Hell at thcir Plcature, as of their Eſtates. 
Burt what likelvhood is there, that thoſe who 
are raisd only by Corruptions, by Eribery, 
by Threats, Promiſcs, or private Bargains, 
D 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be the infallible Diſpenſers of God's 
Will, and Judges of Men's Faith! What 
Patience would not be tyred to ice thoſe 
who arc alone guided by ——_— of Inter- 
eſt, who make the Church an Houſe of Trade 
and Den of T hieves, tranſported to fuch 
, heights of Impicty, as to make the Holy 
| Ghoſt an Accomplice of all their Crimes : 
Their Pretences of having Power in Heaven 
makes 'cm ſeem to afftett lels rhe Good of the 
Earth, that we may bclicve, that the Divine 
Authoriry and theirs are equal. Bur as they 
are Lyons in Gruelry, ſo are they .Horle- 
lecches for Covcrtouſnets, being always find- 
ing out new Mcthode of laying numberleſs 
Impolitions on the People. For, to pals by 
their ſeveral Excommunications, InjunCtions, 
transferring of Cauſcs, and ExaCtions, under 
pretence of War againſt the Encmiesof Chri- 
itianiry, there is no end of their firſt Fruits, 
Bulls, Indulgences, Canons, Catcs of Con- 
ſcience, Pardons for Faults, and Penances, 
and fupcrabundant Satisfattions. All theſe 
Inventions make Sins venial fo far as they 
are vendible; tor they ſct roſalc, their Pray- 
ers, Sacrifices, and proſtiture even Heaven 
and God himlclt ; ſo that he that ofters moſt 
has the Bargain. Horrid Inventions, that 
transform Simon Peter into Simon Magns ! who 
make (as much as in their Power) Jclus 
Chriſt a T'vrant, and his Apoſtles Mercena- 
ry Huckſtcrs. What Divinity ! T hat mow 

who 
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who are but able ro pay for it, ſhall, in a 
Moment, be deliver'd from the Torments ct 
Hell, at leaſt, from thoſe of Purgatory, tho' 
the Sins they have commirted are never fo 
c whilſt ochers remain there thou- 
{ands of Y cars, unle(s perchance, Poverty ci- 
ther voluntary or tforc'd, or Faſtings, even to 
the murdering of themiclves, or torc other 
ſort of Severincs oft Nakednets or whipping 
do redeem 'em ! Burt beltides this ſpiritual 
Merchandize, and expoling things facred to 
Sale, by what divine Inſpiration do they ab- 
ſolve Subjeas of their Oaths of tidelity, and 
diſpenſe wich their Allegiance to their law- 
ful Princes, whom they endeavour rather to 
terrific than retorm ; and that dreadtul In- 

ifirion which renders 'em deaf to the juſt 
ces of choſe who breath after Re- 
formation only, 1s it an Imiration of the 
Meekneſs and Clemency of Jetus Chriſt, or 
of the barbarous Cruelty of Herod, who put 
to Death ſo many Innocents, leſt he ſhould 
miſs of him who was Innocence it (elf? 

O God ! How lone wilt thou ſuffer the 
Children of Pride to reign, who make Reli- 
gion buta Maſque, and utc thy Name only 
to render the People willingly tributary > 
How long wilt thou endure chat horrible 
Scandal theſe men give tothe Gentiles, who 
have vet ſore ſhadow of ReſpeXt for the Law 
thou thy ſclt haſt inced / and ſceing 
the Objects of thy —_— carved Images 

LE. 
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Mm the Churches, and the Feſtivals with which 1 


they arc honour'd, the religious Offices paid 
© 'em, bclicve this is by the Command of 
thy Chriſt, and that Chriſtians do worthip | 
as many Men as the Heathens did Gods: 
When wile thou by the Breath of thy} 
m__ n_ __ _ H much.Þ: 

nlolence as Hypocriftie, abulc the People by 
their Impoſtures, which cven the Jews and 
Atheiſts diſcover, and from thence belicvg | 
Religion a _ ſince it's proved only by 
ke and counterfeit Miracles > Upon this ac- |! 
count, we muſt have Recourle to thy Sove- 
r&gn Power; for, we endeavour but in vain | 
© convince 'em, having fo cxtraordinary an 7 
Opinion of themſelves, pretending to a || 
Knowledge from Heaven it ſelf, that they 
believe their Senſe is far beyond that of other 
men ; that their 'Thoughts are the immedi-. 
ate Diftatcs of Reaſon; and that whateycr 
Impreſſions they receive, is from the mouth 
of Truth ir {(clf. It the Heathens did with 
that Violence reſiſt the Goſpel, and the 
Knowledge of the true God offer d to 'em, 
thoſe who had no other Gods, but ſuch as 
Men made; what Oppoſition 1s to be expe- 
ted from thoſe who ſhrowd themiclves un- 
der the Authority of God himſeltz who be- 
lieve themſelves poſicls'd of all Right, both 
humane and divine; and that to the end of 
the World, all Power 1s given 'em both in 
Heaven and Earth; and, who under the 
empty 
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empty Title of a Church, make their Errors 


ſcem fair and plauſible, and thus, roo unpu- 
niſh'd paſs their Decens upon the World ; 


| Princes, who ar firſt might have prevented 


theſe Abuſes, have, by I don't know what 
irreligious Prudence, ſufterd chem ; whether 


-þ- from want of a Knowledge of 'em, or from 
ſome weighty Cares of State, found them- 


ſclves obliged ro difſemble that Knowledge, 


F þ ,or that thev were conſtrain'd to vicld to the 
i. 


j 
: 


- *'em, leave in-excuſable 


Appointment of Heaven, and could nor, 


 butin vain, oppoſe the tulhlling of the Pro- 


—_—_ cies, which having long 
ince repreſented to us _ as we now fee 

many learned 
men whom Fear or Hope has made filent, 
and who, by their unfairhful filence, have 


 firengthned what by a jon ContradiQtion 
- they might have render'd weak and invalid; 


or, who rather indeed have with roo great 
Ingenuity defended Error, which they ought 
to have buricd under an cternal Condem- 


nation. 


Ee 


CHAP. VII. 


HERE is no greatcr Tyrant in the 
World, or that makes himfclt more 

'd, than Cuſtom, clpecially in Matters 

of. Religion 3 and that which makes it the 
D.4 more 
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more abſolute, is, rhe COPEL it layes on 
mens Conſciences, which for fear of crring 
are oblig'd to purſue thoſe Rules it at firlt 
preſcribed : This makes it plain to us, that 
notwithſtanding the vain preſumption of 
men, and the good Opinion they have of 
their own Parts, they arc yer fo naturally 
weak and infirm, that it {cems to us that 
their Soul came not from Heaven, but is 
purely Senſual, and that all the Perteftion 
which they have attained to, is only an Ef- 
fe of what they have learn'd. They lay 
ſo great ſtreſs upon their Birth, Education, 
or + it ſelf, that that which frlt takes 
with *em, docs lo ſtrongly nat c *ema, that 
are made incapable of believing any 
thing, but that of which they were f - 
ſuaded. Upon this account I have endeg- 
vour'd, as much as poſhble, to diſpoſicls my 
ſelf of thoſe impreitions were made on me 
in my Youth, to look on 'em as altogether 
foreign, that the Truth might be the fole 
Object of my Faith, and that Cuſtom might 
not tyrannically prevail over my Reaſon. 
Then I have always thought, that he ought 
not to be truly valued as Man, who was by- 
afgd by rhe courle of the World, who was 

" not in ſome ſort infinitely above the Advice 
that is commonly given him ; who was ſo 
weak and mcan-ſpirited, as to abandon his 
own Judgment, and ſuffer himſelf to be cn- 
flay'd by Popular Error. But men, appro- 
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ving tor the molt parr, of ſuch things only 
to which they have been ugd; and judging 
according to their cuſtomary Praftice, _ 
contracted {o ill an habir, that to remedy ir 
is extreamly difficule, the very faculties of 
the Mind being ſeized, which thould be em- 
ployed to deliver 'em from 1t ; they have 
certaiu Notions lo deeply imprinted on 'em, 
that they become natural; and pals for Rea- 
ſon it felt : they know nothing llc, they 
underſtand no other Language, affd withour 
changing their very Nature, they cannot al- 
ter their Belick, 

They are not ſenſible, that inſtead of 
maintaining the Truth they defend only the 
hrſt Opinion they have recciv'd, without 
examining whether it be as true as p—_ 
tw'em; whether grounded on Prejudice, on 
[pecious Pretences, probable Gucſfles, or 
wordly Confidcrations. T hey con{tdernor, 
that all Seas whatever, claim the ſame Ad- 
vantage, that all Heretics have fome who 
take their part, and with equal Paſſion pro- 
mote 'em; have their learned Patrons, who 
think they ought not to yield the one tothe 
other, cither in Opinion or Knowledge. 
They refle&t not how ſtrangely they ' are 
tranſported with a fond Love of themlelves, 
that perſuades *'em they mightily differ trom 
their own kind; that they have a much ber- 
ter Conception of things than others ; that 
they are cnlightened oy ſome Divine Pos- 

F er, 
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er, whilſt others have ſcarce Humane Un- 
derſtanding. Then they procced, Nothin 
i5 {o true, or to be fo cafily nes Bee vr, 
as. what they believe. The. proof of it is 
clear, and it's Demonſtration infallible ; He 
that perceives not this, knows nothing Rea- 
fon 1s conſtantly on their ſide, but Error 
and Obſtinacy on that of their Adverſa- 
ries: What unaccuſtom'd madneſs and blind 
Rage, or what Pride keeps 'em from ſecing, 
that even thoſe whom they wonder at, loo 
on them with Amazement ; and that they 
are ridiculous to thoſe they laugh ar ; and 
that they only ſcem to piry thoſe, who have 
2 rcal pity and'compaſhon on them > Ought | 
they- not, obſerving the great Uncertainty 
of things, and the frailty of mens Parts, ap- 
ply- themſelves ro univerſal Principles, and 
hrmly adhere tothe Commands of the ſove- 
reign Law-giver, who cexpreſsly forbids us 
tw rurn cither to the right or ro the leſt 2 

Burt they arc fo far prepoſle(sd with what 
the- World preſents *em; the Concerns of 
this. Life have fo blinded their Judgment, 
that they rake no Care to inform themſelves 
better, or do they conſider, that neither 
Time, or Country, or any thing whatever, 
can proſcribc againſt che T ruth ; beſides this, 
they are captivated with the Belict of their 
Parents, their Examples at home, with the 
multitude and Antiquity it ſelf, which we 
cannot but attribute ro Error, which has fo 
n- 
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inſenſ1bly crept in amongſt us, and has been 
advanc'd, from I ime to Time, to the height 
of Power, that it's Enemies, in oppoſing ot ir, 
have been utterly foyI'd, or at leaſt, very 
much baf#d. Tis very difficulr, withour 
doubr, to condemn our Country or our 
Prince; to ſpeak againſt our Anceſtors, our 
neareſt Friends or Relations; nay,cven againſt 
thoſe who have taught us: but the Bufinels 
is, we mult ſtrive to difingage our felves 
from the Falſhood of mens vain Imaginations, 
to juſtihe T ruth againſt the Teſtimony of it's 
many Enemics ; to repair the Decays of an 
almoſt-ſpene Life ; ro ſeek after our-chict 
Good and Happinc(s; to give our Atlents to 
the Words of him that ſays, Thoſe who {ove 
» Father or Mother, or any thing elſe better than 
him, are not worthy of him. Bur for allthis, 

they perſiſt in their Reſolutions of followin 
the Example of thole worthy men whoſe 
Authority they urge, not conſidering, that 
even the Tarks can ar leaſt ſay thus much for 
themſelves, and the Heathens more. Bur, 
they chooſe to ſtick to thele falſe Principles, 
rather than to give themſelves the Pains of 
examining into the beſt Doctrine can be 
ropolſed to *em. Then they are, as it were, 
iſted and enſlavd to live and dye, and fub- 
mit to the Tyrannical Power of certain 
Guides, who tell '*em they cannot err, that 
the Spirit of God does neceſſarily afliſt in 
their Afkemblics and Determinations; Er 
cit; 
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their Power is abſolute ; and beſides all this, 
can reconcile Religion with the Advantages 
of the World :  Oft thus they very calily 
ſ{ufter themſelves to be perſuaded, ir being 
moſt agreeable to their Inclinations, and for 
the accompliſhment of their Deſigns. They 
are plcasd to hear others flander'd, and hug 
Ives to ſee thoſe convicted of Error 
who talk to 'em of Truth: She is ſuſpeted 
by *em, they dare ſcarce look on her, leſt 
bcing conquer'd by her Beauty, they find 
themlelves obliged to court her, or to ſuffer 
ſorne juſt Diſpleaſures on her Account, which 
they are unwilling to ſubmir to. The Truth 
of it is, they are wilfully ignorant of thoſe 
Principles oy &v not put in Practice, find- 
ing a certain Satisfaftion and Quiet in their 
Ipnorance, that Law, though never {o juſt, 
which reſtrains their —_ is uncaſte to 
*em. It is enough, that AMiCtions being a 
neceſſary part of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, to 
deter thoſe of this World from it's Profeſſh- 
on. T hey rather yicld to the violent Stream 
that hurries *em on, than ſtrive againſt it; 
they had rather be lull'd into a ſoft Sleep, 
attended by agreeable Dreams, than hear 
the troublelome Voice of thoſe who waken 
'em only rodiſturb em. O Brurtiſh Stupidi- 
gy Apparent Hardneſs / Muſt Vice and 
r, becauſe grown common, looſe their 
Name; and be call'd Vertue and Wiſdom 2 
Muſt Cuſtom. be ſo preyalcnt, as to hinder 
men 
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men from being reaſonable. Bur, 'ris nor to 

a be doubted, bur that thole whom the Scri- 
pture tiles Drunk, are ſo great Strangers to 
their own Secnlcs, ſo depray'd in their Uln- 

{ derſtandings, as to take that for true which , 
is falſe, and that they ice not indeed what 
they ſce. And "tis not to be queſtion'd, bur 
that they relemble thole who had fo long” 

usd themſelves to the eating of Poylon, that" 

at length it was eyen Meat and Nouriſhment \ 

to 'em. 

| In the mean while, they have placd all 

| {orrof Religion in humane Traditions and 

| Superſtition ; they have not conlulted cither 
with Senſc or Reaſon; and I don't know 
from whence it is, that the greateſt part of 

| Men, the moſt exquiſitely curious in other / 8 
things, make noScarch at all after thatwhich i 

| | Is moſt neceſſary. Their Knowledge of God 

| 


is, as that of the Barbarians, obſcure, bar- A 
ren and inſignificant; and had they been ! | 
born amongſt the Tarks, thev would have 
belicv'd as they do, becauſe they have bur | 
one Faith, called Acquired, depending on 
| Tradition, thatnever ſaved any one. This is 
"4 that of the Wicked as well as theirs ; nay, 
that of the Devils themſclves, who, as thele, 
- own a God, and that. he is Almighty, that 
he created the World, and {ent his Son; 
+ who believe the great Myſtery of his Birth, 
of his Life, and of his Death, and who yct 
mult not pretend to haye a ſhare in mag = 
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dom or Glory. To obſerve the inconſiderate 
Zcal of a Pcoplc, who when they pray, are 
ignorant of what they ay, 1s a thing, claims 
both our Pity and Horror too ; who latisfie 
themiclves with bare Shews, and are led 
away by ſuch Preachers, - who rather thirſt 
aſter the Blood of their'Neighbours, than 
deſire their Salvation. A People abusd with 
Vanities, imagining, God is better plcasd 
in one place than another, and who ſcarches 
amongſt Strangers for what he may find 
cqually amonglt his own. An ignorant and 
unwiſe People, who {ce not, that under the 
Goſpel they raiſe (without thinking of it) 
Fadaiſm again, againſt whart 1s (aid in Scri- 
pture, That the time is come, that thoſe who 
will worſhip God truly, muſt do it in Spirit and 
in Trath. And how do cither Places or Pil- 

rimages ſcrve in order to this> How do 
- wr Atts of Devotions contribute to ir, 
. Which are looked upon only from their 
Quantity and not Quality, which are not re- 
commended either from their Faith or Picty, 
but by certain T asks they impoſe on them- 
ſelves, and by ſume odd Numbers in which 
they believe great Vertue, and which they 
vainly affeQ, as the Magicians did of old' 


Superſtitious Devotions, full of dark and {cru- 
pulous Doubts, as if they were afraid to know 
the Truth, and that-the very Light was of- 
fenſive to *em; who apprehend nothing of 
+ the Truc Religion, but whatis ſaid of R by 

ICIr 
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their Encmics, and therefore, hate and ſpeak 
reproachtully of it, and always repreſent ir \ 
after the moſt dreadiul manner they can * 
imagine. Ir cannor, certainly, be difficult to 

riwade thoſe ro what we will, whom we 

ave once brought under a -blind Obedi- 
ence; to which, they yield with as much 
Eaſe and poorneſs of Spirit, as if they ſaid, 
we will be ſtupid,we will be {enceleſfs. For, 1t 
ifthey once fay that they'll followthe Church, 
they contradict themlelves, and confeſs thev 
wer Sow what they know: but, what more 
than an ordinary Knowledge 15 requir'd to 
diſcern betwixt what is true and whartis falſe> 
But, why muſt they be blindly obedient 
whom God has endu'd with Reaſon, and 
iven his Precepts ro 'em with this expreſs 

ommand, That Fathers inftruit their Chil- 
dren in'em, and that all ſearch the Scriptures 
the alone means to dirett us to the Kingdom of 
Heaven ? But how can they inform others, þ. 
who are themſelves ſo ignorant; who, as a 
juſt Puniſhment on *em, for adoring Ima- 
ges, arc ſo belotted, as to ask their Adviſe 
and Counſel ; this is. to- conſult even Stones 
and Marble. 

Ye blind, perceive ye not, that ye become 
inſenſible, by paying a Veneration to things 
that are ſo» Underſtand ye not, that cven 
Reaſon tells you, that you are beneath what 
you worſhip, and yet your depraved Jncli- 
nations. haye made you lefs valuable than 
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the works of your own hands » Be not thus 
childiſh, but lcave theſe Babies to Children ; 
they arc ridiculous, in a full grewn and rca- 
ſonatle Age You are not leſs b le than 
Atheiſts themſelves, for you, as thefg render 
the Deityrinſignificant, and of no Uſe, making 
it material, and repreſenting him whois only 
Spirit, by a piece of Wood or Stone, notwith- 
ſtanding he hath {ſo often, in his Jealoutie, 
ſaid, To what will you then Me? You audaci- 
ouſly make him who made you, and moſt 
ingratefully endeavour to ridicule him, by 
piving Eyes to him which ſee not, Ears that 
car not, Hands that work nor, and Feet that 
are notable ro walk. 'Tis pothble you may 
pretend, that your good Intentions arc an cx- 
cule for your Ignorance ; you take ſuch mca- 
ſures as are preſcrib'd to you ; and in what- 
ever you do, you bclieve you ſerve God, tho? 
you don'tonly perlecute, burmurder his Chil- 
. Hypocrites, know that under the co- 
lour of good Intentions, infinite Abuſes creep 
intothe World, tor unlcls they are grounded 
on holy Writ,they arc ſinful. Thus the Chil- 
dren of Iſrae/ were puniſh'd for their want of 
con{1deration,in worſhipping the golden Calf, 
whilſt they defign'd the celebrating a Solemn 
Feaſt to the Erernatl. Thus allo Nadab and 
Abihu provok'd him ro Anger, and kindled 
that Fire which conſum'd *tm, when they in- 
*rended only toofter him Pertumes. Thus Vz- 
z.4 was ſuddenly flain for having laid his hand 
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on the Ark, when falling, tho' he intended to 
have kept it up. It good Intentions would 
ſerve, the Jews themſelves, Encmics of Jcſus 
Chriſt, were not guilty ; for St. Paw! givesthis 
reſtimony of 'em, that they had the Zeal of 
God ; then alſo would many wicked Sayings 
become juſtitiable; and the moſt barbarous 
Maſlacres wou'd be placd amongſt good 
Works, all forts of Religion would be late, 
and almoſt all men an. 


CHAP. 1A. 


”%T* IS to no purpoſe therefore to alledge 

our good Intentions in the Exerciſe of 
a Religion already furniſh'd with ſufficienc 
Dire&tions and infallible Rules, as alſo re- 
ſtrain'd by an abſolute Obedience to *em. 
Theres no need of other Advice, or farther 
Inſtructions, where weare in no danger, and 
cannot att but with certainty z where even 
our great Maſters in che Profeſſion are no 
farther authoriz'd than to fee the Orders of 
the Church carefully obſerv*d ; and thus 
the Church cannot err. So that thoſe who 
abuſe themſelves and others with theſe tri- 
vial Excuſes, are to be look'd on as Hy- 
pocrites, who have never leriouſly chought 
1 thoſe things that are Heavenly , bur - 
make ir their buſineſs only to procure the 
Advantages of this World. I have con- 


{ider'd 'em under all ſorts of conditions, wa 
whe- 


a 
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whether it be, that the Scripture has foretold 


it, or that Experience has proycd it. I have # 
obſery'd 


, that even our great ones have {el- 


dom any Tinture of truc Picty, ſuffering | 
themſelves to be byalgd by Faftion, rather \ 
than Reaſon, taking no Meaſures, but what * 


are {crviccable to their Intcreſt. They makc 
Religion only as a Cloak to their Ambitious 
Deſigns; and many of 'em enter into Con- 
ſpiracies, and lay dangerous Plots againſt 
their lawtul Sovercign, and the Gevernment, 
under Catholick Pretences. They inſtill a 
certain Courage and falic Gencroſity, into 
'em, cven in their Infancy : They rarcly 
diſcourſe to 'em of the Knowledge of God ; 
and beſides a Scrmon ſometimes, which they 
hear with Impaticnce, they look upon their 
Converſation who talk to 'em of cligion, 
or a future State, as uncourtly and trouble- 
ſome. They are not defirous to make any 
farther Scarch than their Knowledge already 
reaches; or, if ſome of 'cm pretend to more 
Light, they forge to themſelves ſome bare 


«Probabilities, to perſwade *em, that things 


really are as their Paſſions ſuggeſt *'em to 'em. 
To contradict 'em would be inſolent ; for, 
being in Power, and poſlelsd of Fortunes, 
they think they are of good Sence too ; they 
back their Opinions with Authority, and 
make indiſputable Decrees. They cannot 
bear with that Company which favours not 
that Love they have of themſelves, or ay 
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veriation which does not flatter their Vani- 
ty, and is agrecable to their Sence and Ima- 
ginations. They are altogether vain, both 
in their Diſcourle and-Thoughts; they (uf- 
ter themſelves to be abfiſed with the our-fide 
and Appearance of things, being ſo pleas'd 
with empty Shadows, that they will not ap- 
prove of thoſe things that are moſt ſolid and 
lubſtantial, if convey'd to 'em by weak In- 
ſ{truments. They would never have received 
the Law from the mouth of Moſes, becauſe of 
his Imperfe&tion of Speech. Truth muſt be 
repreſented to them, with Ornament and 
Splendor, that is, with the Arrtifices of Falſ- 
hood : and, without the Gaycty of Elo- 
quence and Rhetorick, we cannot perſwade 
'em to any thing, though ſent by God him- 
ſelf. If he ſend his own Meſlengers, ſhould he 
call 'em out from the common people, being 
cither Shepherds or Fiſher-men, they will 
judge of 'em as the Phariſees did of the Apo- 
{tles, whom they look'd on, as contempti- 
ble, ſorry Wretches; 'twas well, if they nei- 
ther ſtoned, maſlacred, baniſh'd or 1mpri- 
{on'd *'em. 6 
There is a Wiſdom in the World made 
up of Show, of Grimaces, a refiwd Hypo- -- 
crite, by which, men deceive themſelves 
and others too; 'ns this makes their Life bur 
as a continual Maſcarade or Comedy, in 
which, every one repreſents another Per- 
ſon than his own, aftceing nothing _ 
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than to appear what really he is not. This 
incurable Madneſs, which gocs under the 


Name of humane Prudence, docs lo diſorder |} 
their Underſtandings, and fills *'cm with |} 


ſuch idle chimerical Notions, that it incapa- |} 


citates *'em to comprehend any Divine 
Truth. They cmplov themſelves only in 
ſecking after thoſc thines that arc periſhins, 
not conſidering, that they heap up Goods for 
thoſe that will riotouſly waſte 'em; and are 
coverous, only to the making others, cirher 
luxurious or prodigal . What Fathers / 
who cither that they are roo indulgent 
ro, or that they utterly forſake their Chil- 
dren, ſeem equally to conſule their Ruine 
who, whilſt they are afraid of the Vanity 
of ſome, diſinherit others of their right of 
Succeſhon ; and, betore they know what 
either Concupilcence or Continency mean, 
under pretence of devoting 'em to Cod's 
Service, baſely ſacrifice 'em tro their own 
Covetouſnels, What Prudence ! which 
makes the free minds of Men Slaves to thcir 
Bodics; who are expert only in flying from 
their chict Good, ingenious to their own Ru- 
inc, and ſubtle to deceive themſelves! 'Twas 
this causd our firſt Parents to loſe that 
happy State of Paradiſe; and which, inviting 
men to fancy to themſelves a thouſand ways 
of living, hath flld the Earth wich Superſtiri- 
ons, Idolatrics, Sets, Herefies, and impious 
Religions. By this, have the Saints been per- 

{ccuted 


| 


l 
| 


— Hf 1s — 


(G9) 


kecuted, our Saviour crucity'd, it having en- 
deavour'd to promote and detend too many 
Antichriſts, whoſe Reign mult be in this 
World.This it is alſo,that continually oppoſes 
the holy Spirit, and with Inlolcnce, dares dit- 
penſe with his ſacred Word, cither by wreſt- 
ing the Sence, or retrenching it's terms when it 
cannot ſodilguiſe *em, astomake 'em contra- 
diftory to it {elf. This is it which accommo- 
dates all ro Intereſt, and which their Service 
being inan untelligible Tongue,from whence 
the Pcopleare kept in Ignorance,cheir Prayers 
directed tothe Creature inſtcad of the Creator: 
Images bore on mens Shoulders, and folem- 
niz:d by Songs,with more ſuch like Actions,or 
worle, pretends to make all theſe pals tor 
flight Inconvenicnccs, or things indificrent. 
Ot all fortsof Hypocritcs, thoie arc the moſt 
dangcrous, who make Picty thcir Pretence; 
tor, there arc nonewho can lo cally put tricks 
upon us, as ſuch who make protcilion of Re- 
ligion; they having the Reputation of decei- 
ving no one. Some appear tous lofrand mild, 
others ſevere and ſtately ; and beth ways they 
alike endeavour to recommend their V irtucs 
to us. It their appearing Swecrnels betrays us, 
their Haughtinels contemnsus, and the great 
value they {ct on themſelves, {uftcrs *'em to 
lave very little for their. Neighbours. 
They have the art to appear for ſome: 
time, what thcir Profcil on or their Habitso! 
lige *em to be. Pur, this forccd Gor 
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this ſudved Compliance remains no longer 
than till they are cither thwarted in their In- 
tereſt or Opinions. They ſeem mild and 
gentle, bur cannt long diflemble it; tor, bc- 
ing in the leaſt provoked, they ſhew them- 
ſelves Lyons and Tygers, which were hid 
under a Humane Shape. Yet, their Anger, 
it we may belicve 'cm, is never raisd bur by 
Reaſon, and their very Crimes are more 
juſltihable, than the belt Actions of other 
men. It we look on 'em as Saints, they be- 
licve themlelves lo, and lay claim to it, asa 
true Reward of their falle Devotion. T his 
ſhadow of Holine's, or rather, this glittering 
Zcal, has lo ofren amazed me, that I have 
conhider'd, that cach Nation had is devout 
religious Men, and that the auſtere Lite of 
ours, was not to be compard with that of 
the Cynick, the $4 me. the Hierophan- 
tes, or the Gynmoſophits; and with this dit- 
ference, that thole milcrable Pagans wor- 
ſhipp'd the Devils, asthey commanded *cm ; 
but thele adore the truce God after tuch a 
Manner as he would nor be. 

Beſides; Whence is it Men embrace the 
Principles of Religion, unlels, from a natu- 
ral Inclination, which is common to Byrba- 
rians and I:fide/s ; cr, from Ambition, to 
ler the World {ce, Government cannot be 
ſupported bur by their Juſtice and Probity 2 
There are (carce any do gcod for the Love 
oft it, each onc has his by End, and _ 

who 
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who aft not according to their Duty, for 
ſcar of Puniſhment, are engag'd to it by 
hopes of Honour or Riches. Many have 
Cunning and Patience enough to conceal 
their bad Deſigns, till they have obrain'd 
their defir'd Ends; bur, having raisd them- 
(clves to the higheſt Pitch they can, and 
ſtanding in nced of no farther Atfitarce tor 
their Advancement, diſcover 'em. To this 
purpole, they ulc all Arrifices imaginable ; 
they ſpeak the Language of Saints, they 
write Books, they look grave and demure, 
they declare many Truths; which freguent- 
ly provokes me to ſay, Who is it that hath 
put the Word of God in the Mouths of 
thele Mcn, and who makes us even now 
hnd Saul amongſt the Prophets? I have at- 
tentively heard their Sermons, which are 
turniſh'd with common Placcs, with deep and 
(crious Meditations; bur, thcy are {o tragi- 
cally paſhonate, that they rather become the 
Theatre than the Pulpir, and are filld with 
all the rhetorical Howers that Art can {up- 
ply *cm with, cither ro move or plcaſc. V hat- 
cver good Inflruftions may be interlarded 
in cheir Ditcourics, they ſtill cloſely adhere 
to their il] Principles; for, havirg no other 
aim, bur the gaining of {ome Prelermer tro 
exchar:oc that, and fo rilc from Dignity to 
Dignity, they preach Jcius Chriſt orly with 
Emulation « th icy bear him witr:e, but as 
tholc cvil Spir.ts who ccri{c:sd that he _ 
thc 
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the Son of God, and going out of one Body, 
delir'd lcave to cnter into another. *I would 
be a marter of little weight, it men diſguigd 
themſelves only betore men, even to the 
diſſembling of cheir Dithmulation, it they 
made not an appazer't and publick Profcth- 
on of their Hypocriſie before God himlclt. 
Tis this I call that cxternal, out-fide Wor- 
ſhip, that painted Devotion by which they 
amule the People with fantaſtical Geſtures, 

and confusd Noiſcs they underſtand nor. 
Yet, we ſee with what Heat and Eagcr- 
neſs they defend that which they know nor, 
and which they never will, being pleasd 
with an airy Good, rather than with the truc 
ſubſtantial Religion ; for, that fecms bur 
cold and infipid ro 'em in comparilon ot the 
palpable myſterics of Superſtition. Wretch- 
ed Superſtition ! purſucd with fo much Patti- 
on, or rather Fury, by ſo many weak Men 
and Women, called rcligious, who arc like 
thole who were never at Quiet till they had 
made a diſturbance between thoſe two holy 
Apoſtles Paw! and Barnabris They make to 
themſelves a God of very difficult Accc{s, who 
1s ncvcr to be ſatisfy'd, and with whom they 
have never done ; hence proceed all thoſe 
raſh Vows, their Pilgrimages, their num- 
bers of Prayers, and cterval Repctirions. 
They frequent the Churches mere than 
their Houlcs, WHCTC cy PO ON!) tOTCITmMNENT 
their Families, which arc never plcating to 
CIN, 
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'em, unle's, in Imitation of 'em they com- 
ply with =_ avaritious _ m— Pi they 
retence of an extraordinary , 
introduce themſelves into Courrs, near lome 
devour Perions, and into the greateſt and 
richeſt Families ; where lome careſs 'em, 
others ſuffer 'em, bur more are troubled with 
'm, complain of 'em, rid themſelves of 
'm, and think nothing 1o uncaſfic in the 
World ; and thole of the beſt Judgment, 
ordinarily, give 'em the worlt Character. 
They find they are ignorant, fooliſh, rimc- 
rous, diſtruſttul, and full of idle Scruples, 
being, for lirtle or no Reaſon, ſometimes 
tran with Admiration, and then (cizd 
with Horror, they are provok'd, torment- 
ed, amazd, only at ſomething that happens 
beyond their Capaciry of underſtanding. 
Any thing proves what they have a mind 
to believe; a few cunning T ricks, or a fallc 
Apparition , pa's with them tor Miracles. 
They are perlwaded to any thing that is un- 


| uſual or ſtrange. Countertcic Jewels are va 
' lucd by 'em as vreat Rarities. They often, 


upon the bare Credit of ſome Chear, pay as 
reat Reſpeft to ſomething that has been 
Yought from a netghbouring Mountain or 
River, as if it had come from that of Liba- 
nus, or thoſe of Jordan, or the more celebra- 
red Holy Places of Paleftine. I belicve, by 
this time Mount Catvary is made plain, at 


leaſt, is bur common Earth and Duſt, a!l 
E the 
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whe Sand and po Stones being carrycd 


away, as holy Reliques, to adorn the lit- 
tle Chappels of mn of devour Virgins, 
who would believe, they ſhould give bur a 
bad Proot of their good Education, did they 
not out-do their Mothers themiclves in Su- 
perſtition. 
Thelc Abuſes arc own'd by many, which * 
they forbcar not to condemn, and yet pra- | 
ice; (othat their Aftionsbelye their Words. * 
For, if they are conhin'd by any Weaknels 
or [afirmiry, and would yet be accounted | 
Sons of the Church ; Why don't they con- 
tribute to it's Neceflnics, to the Relict of the 
Poor, and it's Paſtors? Or, it their Zeal is 
not made remarkable Why don't they, at ; 
leaſt, ſoa&t, that their Idolatry be not appa- | 
rent? Bur, if you prels this Argument home | 
upon 'em, you touch 'em to the Quick, you 
diſcover the Poyſon within *cm, and (o far 
oke'em, that they'll not tufter you to 
ay more; and thus do they diſcover their 
ypocrifie. *T'is not, fay they, a hundred 
Years, ſince you were not at all; you are 
Schiſmaticks; Why did you forſake the 
Church > Bur, beſorted as they are, they 
ſhould add ro this, You will not worſhip 
what is clevated on the Altar, or belicve 
that God can be made of a little Morſel of 
Bread: You will not proſtrate your {elves be- 
fore the likene's of any thing that is in Hea- 
yen or in Earth? and you arc — 
that 
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that the People pay ſuch a lubmubve Retpet 
to Images and Reliques, with Songs of Prailc 
and Devotion. You preſume fo tar, as tul- 
ly to receive the Sacrament in both kinds, as 
Jeſus Chriſt has inſtituted; and will not be 
contented with that part only the Church al- 
lows you : You will underitand the Scrip- 
tures, the Prayers you make to God, and all 


| the religious Service you arc oblig to ren- 


| not ſub- 


der to him. In a word, you w 


5 mit to the Authority of the Learned, after 


the Example of Princes and Goycrnours, or 
be enſlaved cither by T radition or Cuſtom. 
Ceraainly, they believe Religion does princi- 
pally conſiſt in the Succeſhon of Perſons, and 
not in the Doftrine of the Golpel. 1 can 
only fay of 'em, that they own the Truth 
but by bow Humane Reaſon, that they are 
zcalous ncither for one Party or other, bur 
clole with that which is moſt to their Ad- 
vantage, not conſfidering, that the Scripture 
does condemn the Luke-warm, as well as 
Murderers and Adulterers. I am obliged 
here, to contels my own Weaknels in accu- 
ſiag theirs, and toacknowledge, that I ſome- 
times look on 'em with Pity, at others, with 
Anger, and then with Indifterence; bur, 1 
cannot think on fuch who have forlaken 
the Faith, without. Horror, as being the 
wot!t of men, the lively Imagcs of the fil? 
and chict Apoſtate. Thelc men betray their 
very Brethren, (cl So Religion, arc a 
Y SCar 
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Scandal to the whole World, making it 
more their Buſineſs to enrich than to ſave 
themſelves. 
Give 'em the Purſe, and they'll continue 
with you, as Judas, who forclaw not, as theſe, 
chat in ſelling his Maſter he bought his own 
Deſpair. Having never had any real Incli- ? 
_ wor, =o Knowledge, ny - ub 
ways neglc© procuring it, whilſt they 
bevemends an ourward Protethon of the true 
Religion; but having alter'd their Belict, 
they become mighty Diſpurants, and cun- 
ning in the Defence of their Change. To 
this purpoſe, they ſerve themlelves of all the 
Reaſons that can be thought of, though in 
their Conſciences know they have none, 
but the weaknels of their Judgment, the na- 
tural Depravity of their Minds, or the diff- 
culry they have to reconcile their Ambition 
and Coverouſnelſs with the Diſgrace and Po- 
verry of Jeſus Chriſt. Then, the Promiſes 
and Favours of great men, have irrcliſtable 
Charms, with which, theſe men of merce- 
nary T empers, cafily comply ; whilſt rhoſc 
who usd to command, now court 'em, their 
very Maſters careſs and flatter 'em. In a word, * 
the greateſt part of Mankind ſeem born tv 
Slavery; to which, though never {o full of 
Hardſhip, it bound to it by golden Chains, - 
they ſubmir, nav, prefer ir before the Chri- 
ſtian Liberry. They arc ready even roadore 
thoſe by whom thev enrich — or 
WACTE 
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where they meet with Honour an 1 Reſpetd; 
and, as the Heathens, own no other Gods 
bur their BenetaCtors. 


CHAP. X. 


Mongſt ſo many bewirch'd or crazed 
Perions, the wiltully blind, and Slaves 

of the World, | have fought for ſome, in 
whom I might conteſs tro have found fuch a 
Purity of Mind, and fuch marks ct their 
Ele&ion, that [ mighr have joyn'd with 
'*m in the Communion of the Spirir, and 
by that Bond of Perteftion, which makes 
Tm inſeparable from their Creator, and 
their Neighbour. For, what Satisfaftion or 
Comfort cold I find with the men of the 
Age, betors whom we mult never, it being 
indecent (from whence I know not ) to dit- 
courſe of Religion ; they cicher talk not ar 
all of Divine things, ur it they do, 'tis after 
a Humane way » W hat Pleaſure could I have 
in their Friendſhip, who heartily differed 
from me in that which oughr to be the chick 
end of all our Defires and our Hopes? I en- 
deavourd to know the Children of Heaven 
from thoſe of the Earth ; and the meeting 
one of the Faithtul would have been as an 
Angel to me. But, amongſt ſuch Num- 
bers of men, I could net meet with one, 
E 3 though 
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though I carneſtly labour after ir, being | 
without doubr, leſs diſcerning than Ehjah. 
who ſaw not one in all Iſrael, where yet 
there were many. 

[ happen'd in an Age, in which, the men 
of it did even already degenerate from the | 
firſt Simplicity and late Reformation; in 
which, thoſe who ſtyled themſelves of the * 
Refornid Religion, tollow'd theirvery ſteps 
who have deitroy'd the moſt flouriſhing * 
Churches. For, they uſed the ſame liberty 
in their Words and Aftions, the ſame ſuper- 
fAuous Vanity in their Cloaths, the ſame lu- 
xurious way of living, which ſcandaliz'd the 
Emperour Julian, and confirm'd him in his 
Apoltacy. Matth. 24. 12. Iniquity did fo © 
abound, that the Imve of many waxed cold. And 
to judge of 'em by their outward Behaviour, 
thole who were talie Chriſtians, could not 
be diſtinguiſh'd trom the rruc. 

I crhoughrt no where {o proper to fhnd thoſe 
| fought for, as in the molt lawful Aflcem- 
blics; bur 1 could nor diſcover the Church 
even in the Church, that being frequented 
by certain Perſons, whoſe higheſt Devorion 
conliſts in their Looks; who never think the 
Sermon too long, or their Mectings too of- 
tenz who would look upon Religion as too 
cold, did it not in ſome Ads imitate even 
Superſtition. It is indeed roo much fill'd 
with thoſe who come only for Company ; 
tis thejr Education or Chance, that draws 
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'em thither, rather than any hearty defire 
of improving themliclves in the knowledge 
of the Truth. Hither they come, only ro 
ſee the World, trom whence, the World, 
in ſome fort, ought ro be baniſtrd ; where 
they behave themtlelvcs with (o little Reſpett, 
that ''would be Injuſtice to call 'em Hypo- 
crites, ſince there 1s no manner of Appear- 
ance cither of their Zeal or Devorion. 
Their onlv Aim is to be {cen in the moſt 
known and publick Places, inſtead of gt- 
ving God Thanks that he is plcagd to per- 
mit 'em to be in the Company of Saints ; 
amongſt whom, ir ought to be of ſufficient 
Satisfaction to *'em, withour pretending to 
other Advantages, that they have room 
enough only > ted There are ſome, 
who make the day of reſt a day of Labour, 
and perform the moſt neceflary and juſt Du- 
tics, as burthenſom and uncalic T asks. 
There are others fo deprav'd, that they hear 
Sermons, only to find faulr with 'em, to 
wreſt their Scnſc, or {coffinglv, to repeat 'em 
ro the Enemics of the Retormation. Many 
have loſt the very Sence of tuch Exhortatt- 
ons that arc plain, pure, ca{ic, and full of 
Reaſon ; Truth docs not at allaffect un- 
les agreeably pronounc'd by a loud and clo- 
quent Tongue, unlefs beautity'd with all the 
xavery and Flowers of Rhctorick. They 
deſpiſe what is R—__ and clear, and 
mdge that unworthy of 'em which the com- 
E 4 mon 
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mon People are able ro underſtand. They 


are not to be fatisfy*d, unlels we undertake | 


to criticize on {ome profound myſterious 
Point, {ubrilly to treat of ſome intricate Diſſi- 
culry, the reſolving of which belongs to 


God alone, having reſcrved the Knowledge | 


of ir to himſelf. They have forgot, that 
hc who hath choſen the weak things of this 
World to confound the things that are migh- 
ty,1 Cor. 1. 27. As he was meck and humble, 
ſo will he that our Knowledge be not im- 
moderate or prelumpruous; that he has put 
his Word in the Mouths of ſuch weak ones 
who cannot yer declare it ſo impertectly, bur 
that thoſe who have a Love for it, muſt 
own it, and diſtinguiſh it from the dazling 
appearance of Falſhood. 'T hey have forgor 
that the ſubrilry of Language, and cunning 
Arrs of Speech, are uicd only ro harden 
tholc to whom he hath fo frequently ofterd 
his Grace, which they have rcjxQed, to 
maintain Error with Obſtinacy, which paſ{- 
ſes with them for ſtrength of Argument, 
and which indeed may be called the Con- 
ſtancv and Virtue of the Reprobate. The 
truly Fairhful nced no Eloquence to perſwa 1c 
'*tm, that is introduc'd into the Church when 
Faith decavs; and whenever Art is usd to 
move the People, 'ris an apparent Argument 
of their obdurare Tempers. Yer, our Preach- 
ers find themſelves obliged, that they may 
plcaſe their curious Hearers, to become more 
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rehivd and lofty, to quit the Simpliciry of 
the Apoſtles, ſometimes for the ſubrilry ot 
Philolophers, or at others, for the ſublime 
Style of Orators. Theic things are now no 
more cenſur'd than the manners of the Prin- 
ces ot "the People; and many ill Cuſtoms 
are (o far eſtabliſh'd in fevcral Churches, 
that there are very tew who cither have the 
Courage, or Strength to remove *cm. The 
boly mzn of this Age have trouble enough 
to ſtrive againſt the Age it 121f, and the Ce- 
vil, in the Perſon of the Great and Powertul, 
on inſenſibly procure a Relpett ro him- 
lelt. 

I have mct with a Reformation only in 
Doftrine; and I have nor doubred, but thar 
there were ſome Eclicvers where the Werd 
of Truth was preached: bur, 'twas as hard 
for me'ro diſcover *em, as *tis forthe Wick- 
ed ro diſcern the Actions of the Juſt or for 
the Good, the Infirmities of the Wicked. 
There arc found but few, who arc alwavs 
carctul ro render their Works {o conſonant 
to the Precepts of the Goſpel, as not ſome- 
timesto be drawn oft by Promiſes and Hopes 
of another kind. Beſides, God calls ſome of 
every Sex, of cach Agc, and of all Protethi- 
ons; even thoſe who periccute him, arclome- 
times called; and, when he plealcs, his great- 
eſt Encmics are made his faithfulleſt Frier:ds.. 
Nay, by I know not what fort of Decrce, 
whoſe Cauſes are ircomprehenſible, he, in 
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an Inſtant, changes thoſe whotc Lives are 
debauch'd and yitious, and preters *em even 
before ſuch, whole Manners ſeem to have 
been rtectly regular, and who boaſt, that 
they have fulfilled the Law. *T is certain, 
that the moſt virtuous fall roo often, whether 
it be from {ome cxtraordinary T crror, or 
'Oome fudden Aflault of Satan, or from a 
Trval by God himſelf, who docs ſometimes 
expoſe 'em to their own Weaknels, that they 
may not forget themlelyes, and that they 
impure not to their own Virtue, what is re- 
ally an Effet of Divine Grace. The Gift 
ot God has always the ſtrongeſt Influence 
upon 'em; for, notwithſtanding thole Extra- 
/agancics they ſometimes allow themlelves 
a, or thole Errors that prevail upon *em, it 
fares with 'em as with the prodigal Son, for 
'O0Ner. or later, they md nr return to 
their Father. However it is with *em, they 
make not themſelves known by any aftcfted 
Looks, or peculiar Faſhion in their Cloaths; 
they detire to appear as other men, not par- 
ticularizing themſclves by any odd fantaſt+- 
cal Geſtures ; their Aftions are not at all hy- 
pecricical, their Devotion ſerves not as a 
Snare tor their Covetouſnels, or their Hu- 
milicy as a Mask to their Ambition. "Tis 
Hy {piritual Signs they are made remarkable ; 
it che Body doespartake of theſe, they are Sc- 
crers in Phyſtognomy, the knowledge of 
ghich, » rclerycd to the Author of prom 
AiOne, 
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alone. When the Holy Spirit has once 
made an Impreſhon on 'em, there remain * 
certain Marks upon 'em, which make 'em 
ſhine in the Eves of the Almighty, as the 
Stars of the Night, which yet have no Light 
but what the Sun lends 'em. He alone, _=- 
has made the Hearts of men, and can change 
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'em, docs know 'em, and make 'em known 
to whom he pleaſes; bur, there are many 
appear Believers to us, who arc not {o, being 
capable only of a temporary Faith. Never- 
thelels, it we may pals our Judgments on 
Men, I believe that their Converſation does 
ſufficiently diſcover their AﬀeCtions : I be- 
lieve allo, that thoſe who truly love God, 
do infinitely rejoyce in the Contemplation 
of his Works, but more eſpecially, in the 
Meditation of his Word. They conſtantly 
read it, not out of bare Curioliry, or to find 
Faule with it, not from a vain dcfire after 
Knowledge, or mercenarily to inſtrutt others%. 
in it, but to inform themlclves of the T ruth, 
to ſeck after Comtorr, to ſtrengthen their 
Faith, and to confirm their Hopes. They 
have it always, cither in their Mouths or * 
Thoughts ; and the greateſt Trouble they - 
have, 1s, that they cannot cfteftually com- 
municate it to thoſe whodeſpiſe ir, who look » 
on it as a Snare to cntrap 'em ; who tear itas + 
che ſinging of Syrens ; for, their profligate * 
Tempers render 'em incompatible with: it's”; 
Purity. The Spirit of Diſcretion is an ad- - 
YAutage: 
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yantave ſo rarc'y met with, that on:y the 
true Ele&t know how to choole, and the tru- 
ly ſpiritual how to try all things, and keep to 
that which is good. 1 Theſſal. 5.21. They arc 
not concern'd to ſce ſo many falle Prophets 
inſolently rake upon ':m the Name of God, 
and vainly boaſt ro be the Diſpenſers of his | 
Word, which they uſe only to their own 
baſc Ends, and which they expound, as the 
Devil did, when he preſum'd to tempt the 
Son of God himſelf, and, as he daily does, 
thoſe who follow him. 

Moreover, they intermeddle not in the 
Buſmeſs or Intrigues of this World, bur 
their contempt of 'em makes themſelves de- 
{pilable; upon this account, they appear mean 
and deſpicable, they are hated, perſccuted, 
as if their manner of Living, as well as 
their Belief, did accuſe that of others. 
They don't willingly fide with any Par- 
ty, unleſs the Service of God, or the Good 
of their Country engages 'em to it. And 
it they aim at any publick Employment; 
they will not under-hand make their Inte- 
reſt for it; much leſs, raiſe their Eſtates ro 
the Prejudice of the Faith or Charity. 
The common Talk amongſt men of getting 
Riches, of-making their Fortunes, of build- 
ing fine Houlcs, is not their ordinary Con- 
yeriation :- we may with Reaſon ſay, their 
Ambition is much higher than that of others, 
ſince no. worldly Greatneſs can confine 
it, 
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it. T hev know very well the right Uſe of 
things, what Advantages m2n poſle(sd of 
Honours and great Offices, may with De- 
cency, and necetlarily claim ; bur thoſe are 
ignorant for whom they take pains, who 
ace alwayes heaping up Riches, ing 
mighty Deltgns, and ereCting fuch vaſt, 
prodigjous Buildings, that their whole Lite 
is not long cnough to finiſh 'em. They be- 
lieve no one ought to be called either Ju- 
dicious or Reaſonable, but he who in car- 
neſt labours after the attainment of his ſove- 
reign Good and Happineſs; and *tis with 
piry they look on thoſe who bulie themſelves 
{0 perperually abour the things of the Earth, 
as if they pretended not in the leaſt ro any 
art in Heaven. "Tis with trembling and 
orrow they. oblerve the confidence of 
thoſe who ſtick at nothing whereby 
they may gratihe their Appetite and Senſes ; 
tro whom the ſteps of Goodneſs feem 
but as Degrees to Evil ; and who become 

Great and Powerful, bur that they ma 
commit all forts of Crimes unpuniſt* n 
and tyrannize over their Fellow Creatures. 
They abſentrchemſelves, as much as poſh- 
ble, from the Converſation of bad men ; 
and becauſe they are leſs given to Flat- 
wy , they are look'd on as lels agree- 
able. *Tis painful ro them to be com- 
plaiſant ro thoſe that are diſpleaſing to 
them, nor can they approye of Error and 
— Vanuy 
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Vanity ; they cannot admire what Godcon- 
demns, or ſthew any Signs of Joy in their 
Faces, for that which their Hearts arc 
ſad. 

W hatever Trouble or Diſlatisfaftion they 
may meet with in this uncalic Converſati- 


on, whatever Harrcd, or Averſion they have 
tor all theſc things, their Severity 1s yet lels 
than their Charity. They don't, under co- 
lour of renouncing the World, ſpend all 
tacy have, nor do they advance their own 
Fortunes by the Ruine of any one. They 
know they ſhould be worle than Infidels 
did they not take Care of their Familics, and 
that *tis God's Command, That thoſe who 
work not, ought not to cat, 2 Thefſ. J. 10. 
Theretore, as the day of Reſt is kept Holy 
by '*em, {o thoſe of working arc employ'd 
in honeſt Labour. But they are o far from 
belicving that they have no other end in this 
World, but the r Sms their own Bulſinels in 
It, that they frequently cry out with their 
Maſter, Heye.7 am, O God, to do thy Will: 
And, though they hve, or rather languiſh 
(as our of thei Element) being alone amid(f 
the Multitude, and Strangers cven amongſt 
their Brethren; although their Integrity and 
purity of Lifc, is look'd on as Folly, and 
their Serength as Weaknels,. yer they are not 
concera'd, that they ſuffer for doing well, 
and value not their Reputation, if they can 
bur preſeryc their Conſcience, They know 
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very well, that it they pleavgd Men, they 
ſhould not be true Servants of God ; that 'tis 
impoſſible to believe in him, and yer paſlio- 
nately to purſue the Glory of this World, 
which certainly becomes bitter ro 'em, 
when they begin to have a juſt Sence of the 
Sweetnels of Jeſus Chriſt. They are fatisfy*d 
that this Litc is but a Paſlage, a place of 
Tryal, or rather, a Field of Combat, where 
thoſe that fight not, muſt not expect cither 
Honour or Reward. 

Tis cxtreamly difficult, on this occaſi- 
on, to reconcile the Knowledge of to many 
great Doftors, with their Obdurateneſs ; I 
cann't imagine how they can think of the 
Goſpel, and yet refle&t not on their own 
Conſciences. I am amaz'd, that fuch Ma- 
niteſtations as they have, don't oblige *cma 
ro own, and to ſay, © We are out of the 
© way certainly, and the Profefhon we 
* make is abſolutely contrary to that of Je- 
* ſus Chriſt and his Diſciples. 'Tis ſaid 
* 'T hat ſuch who will live righteouſly ſhall 
© {uifler Perſecution ; How then do we (ut- 
© fer > The Princes and People are of our 
&* {tde, we enjoy the Pleaſures and Delights 
&« of the Earth, our Lot is always on a fair 
* Ground. And if this makes not the King- 
* dom of this World, what is it that can 
* do it? Shall we reckon the Vows of Poyer- 
* ty, the Faſtings and the Rigors ſome of 
* our Party ſutter> Bur, they are fo far 
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* from bcing blam'd, hated, or perſccuted 
* tor thele things, that they are rather ho- 
* nourd and receive Rewards for *em. 
& Beſides, thele voluntary AMiCtions are of 
* Humane Invention, and of the nature of 
* thoſe, concerning which, the Scripture 
* ſays, Who hath requird this at your 
Hands ? 1 wonder, that the Phariſees of 
the Age have no Conlideration of theic 
things ; ſince Sufterings are fo- ncarly 
link'd ro the Profethon of Chriſtianity, 
that I know. not whetHfer we can fav, 
that tho!s who have not Ecen under tome 
Periecution have yet commenc'd Chri- 
ſtians. For, it in any Province or Coun- 
ty, the Blefling of Heaven, which per- 
chance, favourably countenances the pt- 
ous Zcal of ſome one Age, ſuffers Re- 
ligion to flouriſh, and poſlcls the Gare of 
its Enemies, Gen.. chap. 22. verl. 17. and 
chap. 24. verl. 60. in a little time, Error 
and Infolence, the common Arrendants 
of Proſperity, the PraCtiſes of Satan and his 
Emiſlaries, change and corrupt ir, make 
it emulare the Religions of the World, 
and dcipile it's own original Simplicity; 
Shall the Servants be greater than their 
Maſter, ſhall they have the bencht of the 
Joys he has procur'd for *em, and partake 
of his Glory, without bearing a part in his 
Torments and Patience? No, No, 'tis ne- 
ceflary that they find their Pleaſures _ 
ri 
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Grief and Sorrows, as the Roſe amongſt 
the Thorns; and that it fares with them as 
with foſech, who became greater by his 
Baniſhment; and as with 4 who grew 


young by his Calamities. They ought ro 
eſtcem it a ſingular Favour, as St. Paul did, 


' that is given them not only to believe in 


Chriſt, bur to ſuffer for his ſake. Philp. 


| chap. 1. verſ. 29. and to think that they 


ſuffer very lintle, in compariſon of that 
Reward they hope for. Hope and Charity 
are the inſeparable Companions of Faith, 
all three rogether mae a truc Believer, 
and theſe three are infallible Marks of one. 
I don't mean that Faith which is obſcure, 
blind, weak, and wavering; that is an et- 
teft of Birth, Opinion, Cuſtom, and T ra- 
dition, that is always doubting, and is caſt 
ly ſcandaliz'd, that does not mortifie the 
AﬀeCtions, that makes us not forſake the 
World, or our Selycs, and which faints 
under Periccutions. I don't mzcan that 
Faith which follows Jclus Chriſt tor Inte- 
reſt and only Advantage, and of all his 
Miracles, conſiders that chiefly which mul- 
tiplied the Pread. Bur, I fpcak of that 
which is manitzſt, certain, and conſtant, 
that procceds from the Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt from the Words of Eternal Lite, 


trom Praver and Humiliry, which is not 
acquired bur revealed, that enters not into 


the Heart of thoſe who bclicye after a 
humane 
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humane way. I ſpeak of that Faith which 
removes from us the Cares of this Life; 
that raviſhes us with the Admiration of 
Divine Graces; that infinitely ſurpaſſes the 
Diſcourſe of Men ; that obliges us ro glo- 
rific him who has beſtowed it on us, with 
Signs and Groans that cannot be ut- | 
tered, 
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Opinion of men ; it they might ſerve 
God according to their own Imaginati- 
ons, and not his Commands ; every Re- 
ligion would be a good one, and our Inten- 
tions alone would be {ufficient to recommend 
cach difterent Invention to us. The World, 
which for the moſt part is aftefted with 
things preſent, would be pleasd with ſuch 
variety of Worſhip ; one part of it would not 
be accusd of Herelte, or any other look'd 
on as guilty of Superſtition. But tis nor 
enough to own a God, or pay any {ſort of 
Homage to him , the great busnels of Reli- 
gion is, to ſave men from that Eternal Death 
which they have merited ; bur thefr Minds 
are ſo clouded with darknefs, and (o involv'd 
in Sin, that they cannor find cither a Re- 
medy againſt it, or the way to Salyation, a 
the 


I Religion was only grounded upon the 


(9) 
the Paths that lead ro Supreme regen 


Whar likelihood is there, that the Children 
of Rebellion, who arc under the Curle aud 
Anger of God, ſhould have yet ſtrength 
enough to recover their Fall, or {ufficicnr 
Light to dire *em our of that profound and 
dark Abyſs into which they caſt themſelves. 
It they cannot comprehend Divine 'T ruth, 
and that this Fairch muſt be derived from 
{ome other Spirit than their own, why ſhould 
they pretend to the making of Laws, and 
lo blolurely to determine of Univerſal Re- 
ligion. T hey ought to receive Inſtructions 
from an Underſtanding much more perte&t 
than their own ; for indced they are {o in- 
capable ro preicribe or command on this 
occaſion, that they are utterly diſabled cven 
to obey. I cannot imagine how men can be 
{o preſumpruous, and yet ſo weak and impo- 
tent. They arc ſure become inſenſible of 
their Infirmirics, they are ignorant ct tkcir 
want of Knowledge, and flatter themlelves 
that their Light is fo very clear, that thcir 
Blindneſs cannot be diſcover d. The fame 
Inſolence that at firſt defſtroy'd tem, does 
continue to do fo even to the end ; they have 
violated the moſt holy things, and,it wemay 
{0 ay, have laid their hands on the Ark, 


againſt the ſtriteſt Prohibicions. Is there . 


any thing more Sacred in Religion, than the 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt > And oughr nor 
that to be for ever prelery'd inviolable, finec 

In- 
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inſtituted by him who was Wiſdom it (elf > 
Yet what part of it is not alterd, corrupt- 
ed, or brought ro nothing ar all by the Ko- 
man Church > What remains then, in the ce- 
lebration of what is now called the Maſs, of 
that which was herctofore called the Su 
of the Lord 2 *T'is a mcmorial our Saviour 
was plcas'd to leave ot himlſelt, ro excite men, 
not only by Words, bur by vitſible Signs, to 
a remembrance of that which they never 
ought to forget. W hat Signs were fo cli- 
gible> To what Elements could he. have 
better compared himlelt, than to thoſe 
which are moſt neceſſary tothe preſcrvation 
of our Lrves> He who is that Bread which 
came from Heaven, for our Spiritual food, 
and that we might cternally live with tum ? 
Whar was more proper for him to do, than 
ro take Bread, break it, and vive 1t us, 
ſince his Body was to bz broke for our 
Sins, and Hero be deliver upto Death, that 
he might procure Lite tor us> What could 
He more ſignificantiv ſay, than Take and 
Eat, ſince we cantior live unleis joyn'd 
with him, as the Subſtanc: of the Bread 
which we eat cvery day is incorporated 
with our bodies, o that ir becomes the 
fame with us, and of two Subſtances but 
one. The fame conſiderations that invite 
us to Eat, will tro Drink alſo, unleſs one 
could do the Office of the other, as 'ris 
done in the Church of Rowe. Bur the 
Cup 
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Cup, being a ſign of the ſeparation of the 
Blood from the Body, is inſeparable from 
the Sacrament, even becauſe the Blood was 
ſeparated from the Body ; for, in the double 
Action, thc _——_ of the Body, and the 
cffuſion of the Blood, ought to be cqually 
repreſented. Ir is not enough then at this 
Feaſt ro eat, we muſt drink allo, as 'tis cuſto- 
mary at all others in the W orld ; tor he who 
invites us to it, does command us to do fo, 
being pleaſed to ſuit himſelt ro our Mechods 
of living, and who would have us bear a 
part in his Sorrows, only that we may par- 
take of his Joyes; He being the Beginning 
and the End of all things, the true Source 
of thoſe living Waters, whoſe Streams {6 
refreſh the Trees of Paradiſe, that by thoſe 
they grow, flouriſh, and become crernally 
fruittul. I have not here undertaken to ex- 
amine cach particular part of the Maſs, or 
to compare it with this firſt Inſticution, or 
to ſcarch after any conformity to it, where 
in truth there is none: The Inſtitutions of 
men are here {o intermix'd with thoic of 
God, or indeed, have rather fo quite alter'd 
'em, that we can diſcover nothing but the 
pomp and ſtatclineſs of the myſtery of Ini- 
quity : I will venture only .to urge ſome 
things on the very words of our Saviour, 
which arc the innocent Original of thoſe 
Controverſies, Sceditions, Maſlacres, and Dit- 
terences that happen amonglt C hitans and 
which 


(95) 

which make the reaſon of our Communion 
become that of our Diſlention. *Tiscxtreme- 
ly difficult to add any thing to the thoughts 
of {to many admirable Perlons, who have ſaid 
all that can be on this Subject, and who ſeem 
to have forgot nothing bur Breviry ; but I, 
having no other End, than the cndcavour- 
ing to make my {clt underſtood by the ſtu- 
pid and wiltully deat, *twould be ro no pur- 
pole to ſerve my ſclt of others Reaſons, it fo 
be I can make my own per{waſtve. 

"Tis a manner of {peaking uſual amongſt 
all Nations, the ſtyle of all Languages, to 
give to a thouland things the name of what 
they only put us in mind of, and to which 
they bear ſome relemblance : This alſo ex- 
tends eyen to Perſons: as we lay, This is the 
King, when there is only his Seal or Picture ; 
and, not ablurdly, we ofren name God, 
when there is only his ſhadow, or Imagc. 
This is a Figure fo verv common, that 'tis 
frequently made uſc of,_cven by thoſe that 
underſtand not one Figure in Rhetorick. 
This manner of Specch tecms to be particu- 
larly made ufc of in Sacraments, not only as 
a great Propriety, but that *'tis incvitably 
neceſſary. Yet the Superititious, or rather 
thoſe whoſe Intereſt it is, have made ir their 
buſineſs to take it literally ; ard 'tis infuffer- 
able ro kcar 'em imperti:.cntly repeating, He 
hath aid it, He hath faid ir. 'Tis true, that 
He hath ſaid, This i' my Body; but the Apo- 
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ſtle adds to it, which i broken for you ; an® 
ſhews the neceſſary relation between the 
breaking of the one and the other : For, he 
took Bread, not to cat it himſelf alone, bur 
to give it thoſe who were with him; He 

ave it not as a Sign of his Glorious Body, 

ut as that of his Body which was to be 
broken for us. From hence *tis apparent, 
that the Breaking and the Communion are 
ſo firmly joyned to this Action, that with- 
out them 'tis not indeed a Sacrament. Let 
thoſe, who {o frequently urge, that He hath 
laid it, reach us, after what manner He gave 
his Body to Fis Diſciples during his Weak- 
nels, bctore his Relurrettion and Glory as 
alſo before his Paſſion and Death. Is it not 
in breaking Bread tor 'em himſclt ( who was 
in ſome ſort broken before he {ufter'd ) and 
that by his own hands, and not by thole of 
his Enemics, fince the Sacrament preceded 
the Sacrifice > Is it not according to the cu- 
ſtom of all Sacraments, that he {pake of it, 
in giving it a Name expreſhive of the Eftect, 
and in {aying, that'tis not only what he re- 
preſents, but that which he offers to thoſe 
who dchire to receive it > Who perceives 
not, that our Corporal cating docs afhſt at 
the ſame time, and is a means to excite our 
*ouls to a gpiritual one, which is abſolutely 
dependent on Faith > *T is ccrtain, that ma- 
ny have been afraid, attcr the Bleſhne, ro 
give the Bread the name of Bread, leſt ir 
ſhould 


(97) 


ſhould be taken for ordinary Bread. Bur, 
St. Paul calls it Bread four times at 
leaſt, tor tear, that as by the Capernaites, or 
Romans, it ſhould be taken for Heſh: he 
aid allo, the Cup is the Communion of 
the Blood of Chriſt, for fcar ir ſhould be 
belicy'd the Blood it (elt. We cannor, doubt- 
| leis, a h theſe Sacred Signs with too 
_ Keverence ſince by their means, the 
| things they lignihe are convey'd to us, or at 
caſt, ſo ofter'd, that "tis but defiring 'em, 
and we may receive 'em. Faith ſerves as a 
| Mouth to us, and our Souls, in tome forr, 


cat and drink the Body and Blood of Jelws 
Chriſt, as our Bodics cat and drink the 
Bread and Wine which repreſent em. 
Thus the Fathers, t ſtir up a Peoples 
Devotion, and engage 'em to the profound 
Reſpett of Holy Things, vicd certain ways 
of ſpeaking, which were not to have been 
believed , had they not been figurative. 
Their mighty Zcal, which perſwaded *cm 
they _ never lay too much, lett 'em no 
room to imagine that their Mctaphors, 


Mectonymices and Hyperbolcs, would one 


+ day pals for Aiticlcs of Faith. T hey could 


never have thought, that trom the How- 
crs of their Rhetorick, would have grown 
ſuch a monſtrous Doctrine, or, that trom 
i the Weakneſs or Malice oft men their ic 
rious and devour Mcglitations would have 
been turn'd into Cp Notions. * 
It, 


() 


But, having endeavourd to improve 
each others Expreſhons, they have unha 


pily contributed, without thinking ot it 
1 


to a Myſtery they as yet knew not, an 


have by their Arguments, helpedto ſtrength- | 
en it's Abuſe. TI heir Evidence is every dav | 


cited to this purpoſe, the Tranfports of 
their Thoughts, and their extraordinary 
heights of / 1, are urged as undoubted 
Teſtimonies of the ſimple I nth. Though 
the ſame Writings of thele Fathers are (© 
expounded, that we may ſay of them as 
of the Holy Scriptures, 'T hat thoſe things 
which are clear and manitelt remove the 
Scruples railed by fuch whichare difficultand 
obſcure; yet the great Doctors of the Ape, 
whatever Reaſons have been ſhewn 'cm to 
the contrary, forbear not to impoſe on the 
Credulity of the People; who, as the higheſt 
Peice of Devotion, daily worſhip a bit of 
Bread, and in this are {o far prevailtd with 
by Cuſtom, that ay are even ready to 
maſlacre thoſe who will not believe it.Add ro 
the Errors of Specch, the long Converſation 
the Primitive Chriſtians held with the Hea- 
thcns, of whom they have not only borrow- 
ed Temples, Altars, and Images, bur alſo, 
Habits, Geſtures, Numbers and Myſteries; 
you'll find, that after their Example, they 
have omitted nothing that may render their 
Religion pompous , and ſuirable ro the 
Grandeur of the World, that they could 
nor 
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not ſtoop to the ſimplicity of the Goſpel, 
preterring rather the Appearance of things, 
than the real T ruth. 

Thole who have read but a very little, 
mult confets, that they icarce fee any thing 
in their Churches, which they have not bor- 
rowed from the ſuperſtitious Gentiles: And, 
not to ſpeak of any thing but what relates 
tro our Subje of Diſcourle, they worſhipp'd 
no Images of _ uo ” conlecrated; 
being perſwaded, the Deities they repretent- 
os wade Gnad ro 'em, by the power of their 
magical Operations. Thoſe hriſtians who 
have not been fatisfy'd with the Terms of 
Bletſing, and giving of Thanks, have been 
ſo pleayd with that of Conlecration, that in 
time they believed a Virtue and Efficacy in 
it> hence procceded the Obſervation of me- 
ny myſterious Ceremonies, an Aﬀettatioa 
ot certain Words often repeated, befides a 
Preſumprion of adding others to thole of Je- 
lus Chrift's, that they might not be wanting 
cither in their Numbers or Virtue. Hence 
arole the Name of Tranſubt.mtiation, (o ill 
underſtood, and fo ill made uſe of, that 
withoutthe Explication they give of it, would 
not be, in the leaſt, ſignificative of whatth« V 
dcigrr it. This is a Doctrine, which as much 
as *ris poſhible, « s the Humanity of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and which trames to it (elt a 
in which, no reaſonable Creature can believe. 
This is the Source from whence flow ſuch 
F 2 Sreams 
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Streams of Contradictions, and unallowable 
Conlcquences, that they both ſcandalize and - 
diſcourage the greateſt part of Men, they 
obſirutt the Converſion of the Infidel, and 
confirm the Arhciſt in his Unbelicf. 'Tis in- 
deed a horrible Abuſe of thoie Sacramen- 
tal Words, This is my Body, to place a 
Power in *cm, in theic latterrumes, of chang- 
ing the Bread of the Euchariſt into the 
incorruptible Body of Jeſs Chrif, to be 
wp by our corruptible ones, without 
any Need, or our finding any extraordina- 
ry Efte&t or Advantage by it. The Text 
is much more cxprels, that fays, The Word 
was made Fleſh; yet no one believes, that by 
Tranſubtantiation, the Divine Nature was 
changed into the Humane : So from the 
Sacramental way of ſpeaking, that fays, 
This is my Body, no one ought to infer, thar 
the Subſtance of the Bread 15 converted mito 
the Subſtance of the Pody of Jelus Chriſt. 
Whar Virtue, what cfficacious Ulic has nor 
been allowed ro Baptilm, both by the Scri- 
pture and the Fathers > By it, we pur 
on _ Chriſt, and partake not only of 
his Death and Burial, but his RefurreRti- . 
on allo. By it, wc are in an Inſtant 
made new Creatures; we paſs from Sin to 
Iuſtification, and aſcend from Earth to 
Heaven. However Holy and Celeſtial the 
Euchariſt 1s, what more abundant Gra- 
cs can it beſtow on us, than the Confir- 
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mation of theſe ſame Priviledges , the 
Operations of the ſame Sp'rirt, the firft 
Fruirs of the ſame Transhguration and Glo- 
ry 2 Yet, for this only, he Learned of the 
Times have fought our many Invenrions 
that exceed the Capacity of Mcn, and 


| {ubvert all Orders, and the very Principl:s 


of the Truc Doctrine. From their holtow 
brain is produced an idle vain thing, that 
is void of all Subſtance, a rcal Apparition, 
which preſents it felt only to the Eves, ut 
deceives all the other Sences, that ofters Vio- 
lence to our Minds, and impoſes on our 
Underſtanding and. Keafon. A Body that 
has neither Extent or Quantity ; an indiviſi- 
ble Point that com ds the whole; Blood 
that contains the y in which it 15 con- 
tained ; at the ſame time folid, and yet to 
be drank. What is really Corporeal, th 

annihilate, and make a Body of thar which 
is truly ſpiritual. T hey utterly ſpoil the Sa- 
crament by taking the Subſtance from ir ; 
they deſtroy the Body of Jeſus Chriſt, by 
robbing him of all the Proprictics of 
a Body, only attributing ro him thoſe of 
a Spirit. "Tis not then to reccive the Sa- 
crament, unleſs we have what it ex- 
hibits, viz. A ſubſtantial Sign : To be 
denyed, that is, to be deprived of whar 
is fignifyd; fince in this Sacramental 
Communion , the one goes not withour 
the other. rn, cicther let 'cm tell ns 
F3 what 
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what is it's Subſtance, what it's Elements, 
what it's Figure, what it's Relation, or let 
'em confeſs that *tis not neceſſary to rep N 
ſent him in Figure, who is preſent in Perſon, 
or corporally to receive in the Hoſt, thc 
Sign and the thing fignify'd together. In 
eftet, "tis incoherent to be ſacramentally 
preſent, and yer really ſo : The Sign is not 
what it fignihes, or the Pifture what it re- 
reſents; the Union of theſe things is made 
y Relation, not Subſtance, 

The matter in Queſtion 1s concerning a 
Spiritual Nouriſhment, repreſented to us by 
a Corporeal onc, without which, the other 
cannot be: For, what Relation 1s there be- 
eween a Sacrament made up of Accider 
an appcarance only of Bread, and the rea 
Body of Jeſus Chriſt, broken, i which, we 
are nouriſt'd tv Lite cternal > W hat ſubſiſts 
not, cannot be the Repreſentation of a Sub- 
ſtance; and to reprelſcnt a Body by what has 
no Body, is to repreſent 4 Being by no Be- 
ing, Every thing by Nothing, and it I may 
ſo ſay, the Truth by Falſhood. Hereupon, 
they make Expoſitions {o very obſcure, and 
Diſtinions {o infricate and conſus'd, that 
they cannot poſhibly make others underitand 
that of which they themſelves are ignorant ; 
and you cannot diſturb £m more, than to 
- 'em on making plain even their own 
:xplications. Ir has always been believ'd, 


That the Niind did better apprehend things, 
than 
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than they could be exprelsd byany Words: 


bur theſe men imagine they expreis whatour 
Thoughts cannot conceive: And when they 
have faid all they can, they have Recouric 


| to the Omanipotence of God, withour taking 


the leaſt notice of his Will. It we are to be- 
lieve *em in this, God is not Omnipotent, 
unle(s he can deſtroy thole very Laws which 
he made to be cternally inviolable ; unlels 
he can contradict himfclt, and belye the 
Truth. He is not ommniporcnt, unlels he can 
make a Humane Body to take up no place at 
all; or at leaſt, that the Whole be compre- 
hended under a Point or Atome. He is not 
Omai r, unlels he can make the Colour 
and Lafte of Bread to ſubliſt without the 
Bread it icelf; that is to ſay, That Accidents 
are not Accidents, which, they pretend, is 
every day done by him, in fayour of theſe 
Gentlemen, a Miracle, which no one 
can evidence, having neyer perceived any 
thing of it; or rather, by a Myſtery that fur- 
paſlcs all forts of Miracles, kepe hid and un- 
diſcovered only to be a Refuge for Preſump- 
tion and Ignorance. Who can jen 
hear theſe Doors, and not flight 'em 2 
It is not enough that God 5 incomprehenfi- 
ble, they do all they can to make him dif- 
beheved.They ſhelecr themleives under a Di- 
vinity, falſly fo called, that conliſts in criical 
Queſtions and difficule Anſwers, made inſig- 
nificant by thar _ Subtlery, . that _ 
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the Ears with Sound and Noitc, but not at 
all the Underſtanding. T hev own a Sacra- 
ment, which they emphatically pronounce 
and which, to ſpeak properly, {1gnifes no- 
thing, unleſs taken in the ſence of the Re- 
form'd Churches, who believe, that our 
Communion cannot be bur Spiritual ſolong 
as it is Sacramental. By fuch like extrava- 
gant and vain Expretſions, they take off all 
the Difficulties can be urged to *'em, and en- 
tertain their Hcarers with airy and idlc Ima- 
ginations, by which, they take Pleaſure ro 
deccive themſelves. hey ſay, there muſt be 
a Sacrifice in the Church, againſt thatplace of 
Scripture, There ino more Offering for Sin,after 
that which has been once made for all. Heb. 10. 
v. 19. 18, They will have their pretended 
propitiatory Sacrifice, and that of the Croſs 

to be but the ſame thing. Beſides, they will 
have the Bread of the Euchariſt changed into 
the Glorious Body of Jeſus Chriſt; and I know 
not how they allow ro the ſame Subject, Pa(- 
ſion and Glory : we muſt receive him whole, 
inremembrance that he was broke ; and living 
in Memory of his Death ; and tho' art thcir 
deſire, he comes cvery day ro 'cm,both in his 
Humane and Divine Narturc, vet wemuſlt not 
forbcar doing thele things till he come. This 
rscalled Conſecration, that is, taking away the 
Subſtance ot the Bread, and only reſerving 
it's Accidents, therewith to cover the Body of 
Teſus Chriſt. This is called ſacrificing him, in 
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Remembrance of himſelf, for the Redempti- 
on of the Living and the Dead. Thisis called 
cating him co lly.altho? the Fleſh profits 
not at all. And altho all thele things are con- 
tured by contradicting themſelves, yet that ne- 
ver to be dry'd fource of Miracles, Tranſ- 


Rantiation, reconciles 'em all, in detence of a 


Temporal right that uſurps the Name of 
Spiritual. However it is, the Sacrament can- 
not be referr'd but ro the time of the Sacrifice ; 
and tis not to celebrate the memory of that, 
by ſuppoſing any other Body than that which 
was broken. 'Tis not that Blood which rc- 
main'd in the Veins of the Body we arc to 
drink,but that which was ſhed, which, though 
worthv of having been receiv'd inthe Vellcls 
of Election, yet tell on the Earth, and conic- 
| as —_— be drank, but {piritually.T he 
Sign cannot contain more than tic thing 1t 
Hgnifics ; and we take it rcally, tho' after thc 
manncr that the Spirit and Faith make things 
real. If it be true, that the Bread contains 
the Body whole and entire, what docs the 
Wine add to ir? What fignifics the Suprr- 
Auiry of ewo Signs? "Twas in vain the Lord 
commanded they ſhould be taken tepa- 
rately, it one contains the other by a necct- 
ſary conſequence of this Trantubſtantia- 
tion. *I wow'd be no great marter if it only 
produc: {uperfluous things, it ir did not 
luch monſtroufly ſtrange ones, that we 
dare ſcarce mention 'em, bcing 
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very offenſive to thoſe who maintain 'en1, 
that they have not the Courage to hear *cm. 
To what end had the Son o God, ſupping 
with his Apoſtles, eat his own Heſh and 
drank his own Blood 2 Was his Body glori- 
ons before glorified, orelſc, Had he two Bo- 
dics at the ſame time, the one paſſible, and 
the other impaſhible > Whatneceſlity in thele 
latrer days, more than in former, obligd 
him to exhibit himſelf as Corporcal Food, 
to be exposd, as we may urge to theſe Do- 
tors, to be eaten by the moſt abjxe& Crea- 
tures of the Earth? Bur, ler us pals by. 
filence theſe many Inconveniences which 
they themſelves infer from this ſo ll- 
grounded Doftrine; and to palliate 'em are 
oblig'd to have Recourſe ro Rules, and 
Canons, which were they not Superſtitious, 
we would call Ridiculous. Let us only add 
that if the Body of Jeſus Chriſt be inclosd 
in the Sacrament, we may cat it without 
believing in him: Thus Infidels obtain more 
than they require. 

They cat of Celeſtial Food they have 
not asked for ; nay, their very Contempt 
of it does not hinder 'em from it, ſince they 
cannot receive the Sacrament without cat- 
ing it: but they arc fo far from cating ir, 
that Believers themſelves do it not as tis 
underſtood by the Church of Rome. They 
receive not with the Sacrament, the Divine 
Eflence, bur the Virtue and Efficacy of I | 
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Fleſh and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt : and, fince- 
the Wicked cannot partake of his Graccs, 
it follows, that thole Graces are not joyn'd 
to it by Conlecration. 'Tis not the Words 
pronounc'd, bur believed, that make Jclus 
Chriſt communicated in the Sacrament. 
'T would be ſtrange, it he muſt be unwor- 
thily caren by his very Enemics, and thav 
he who is Holineſs it ſelf ſhould cvery- day 
cuter into their defiſed bodies, only to ren- 
der 'em more guilty, and that he mighe 
have more Realon ro condemn and pu- 
niſh 'em.. On the. contrary, 'tis the Devil | 
that would enter into 'em, as he did Judas; 
when our Lord gave him the Sop. How 1s 
it poſhible, thele two Gueſts fo irreconcilea- 
ble, can agrce together > It is not credible, 
that being fill'd with the moſt ſovereign 
Good, we ſhould only have a ſenſe of Evil 
trom it; we receive our Sayiour, that we 
may be ſaved, the Wicked take only the 
conlecrated Signs ; and becaulc ſuch, they 
commut Sacriledge, and render themſelves. 
guilty of Treaſon againſt the Divine Maje- 
ſity, becauſe they have no regard to the 
Inſticurion of Or Lord, contemn his Offers 
in it, and deny ir's Vertue. | 

They publickly rake his Enemics part, 
they again {pit in his Face, they crown him. 
with T horns, they ſtrike and crucific him: 
"Ts thus they cat of this Brcad, and drink 
ot this Cup unworthily ; "tis thus __ 
their: 
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their own Condemnation, not diſcerning the 
Body of Jeſus Chriſt. For, the Symboles, . 
Scals, and Pledges of his Love, are account- 
ed himſelf, by thoſe who bclieve in him, 
it being Faith alone, which makes the Si 0s 
inſeparable from che thing ſignified. *? 

heavenly Food, given to no one for his 
Condemnation, bur only for his Juſtificati- 
on; for Lite, and not for Death ; nor be- 
ing under the Accidents of Bread, or in the 
Bread it ſelf, but in the Heart of thoſe who 
receive it. Thus the Bread ceaſes not to be 
Bread, but to be common Bread ; it loſes 
not it's Subſtance, but acquires Santtifica- 
tion, which changes not it's Nature, bur adds 
Grace to Nature, for the ſake of thoſe thar 
believe. T he Myſtery of the Incarnation 
unites vs to the Body of our Saviour ; Faith, 
with which he inſpires us by his Word, 
unites us to his Spirit, which double Union 
1s confirm'd to us by the Communion of Sa- 
craments. Bur, as our Union with Jcſus 
Chriſt, cannot be perfc& in this World, 
by reaſon of our Sins, and Death, which is a 
Conſequence of *cm; ſo, though we rake the 
Symboles he gives us corporally, yet tis nei- 
ther poſtible, or neceſlary for us to take what 
they ſ1gnihe, bur ſpiritually: For, if we take 
his Body, as the Church of Rome imagines it 
does, our Infirmitics could not bear his 
Glory,the ſtronger would overcome the weak- 
e&, wc ſhou'd doubtleſs periſh, or his __ 
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would eycn then blot our all our fins, we 
ſhould in an inſtant be transform''d, and be- 
come incorruptible and glorious, we ſhould 
be aflured never to lcc 1. But we par- 
take not of one of all theſe but by the comforr 
the Spirit gives us, but by Faith, by which we 
rely on his Promiles, and but by that Ho 
we have of a Lite to come. Thus to cat the 
Body of Jelus' Chriſt is ro hear his Word, 
is to believe in him; to behold him on 
the Croſs, loaded with our Sins; to be truly 
ſenſible of his Wounds and Sorrows, and to 
confeſs, that by the SarisfaCtion of. the Son, 
whoſe Merit is infinite, we fatishe the Father 
whom we have infinitely offtended. Tis 
to be inflam'd with the love of him who has 
ſo very much loved us ; and to affure him, 
( as we do all thoſe we love ) that he is al 
waycs in our Thoughts, that he fully pollc(- 
ſes our Hearts; that he is the Soul of our 
Souls ; and, to uſe his own terms, that He 
dwells in us, and we in him. In fine, To 
cat the Body of Jcſus Chriſt, is to have a' 
freſh and lively ſcnſe of thoſe Favours he 
has beſtow'd on us, and to think that we 
are not only his Servants and Friends, but 
his Brethren, his own blood, bone of his 
bones, fleſh of his fleſh, and that we are part 
of that Church whom he has honour'd fo 
far as to make his Ercrnal Spouſe. 
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Behold what is the Meat, and the Drink 
which are not givcn to all ſorts of Perſons, 
which ſatisfic, and quench the T hirſtot thoſe 
only, who hunger and thirlt after Rightcoul-' 
neſs. Bur the Men of this World have not 
truly reliſh'd the Simplicity of this Inſticuti- 
on; they would heighten the Luſtre of this 
double Sacrament, and do all things accor- 
ding to the Example, or rather, in Emula- 
tion of the » = mages of the World. The 
Name of Religion, of a Church, and even 
of God himlclt, who ſery'd 'cm but as a pre- 
tence to make themiclyes more honourable, 
to procure with more Eaſe, carthly Advan- 
tages and Preterments. Befides this, I have 

thought what lawful and necetlary ulc 

they could make of this Tranſubſtantiation ; 
tis what they themſclves could ſcarce tell, it 
fo be they would conſider the common cauſe 
of Salyation, as well that of the Fews as of 
the Genti/es, Theſe prodigious Errors are 
the truc Caulcs of all that Miſchief which 
happens in the World; and Mankind will 
be {o long infeſted with Judgments, as Su- 
perſtition continues to corrupt Religion. 
Burt the Divine Oracles give us Reaſon to 
hope, that the days of Sorrow will be ſhort- 
en'd, and that God will confound the 
Wicked by the Breath of his Mouth. 
The Time will come, that Children ſhall 
abhor, and acteſt the Belict. of their Fa- 
thers, 
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thers, and will ſay, © Is it poſſible that our 
&* Predeceflors have been fo filly and ſtu- 
©* pid, or ſo cxtreamly harden'd by Cu- 
« ſtom, of ſo very careleſs in ſearch of the 
" Truth, to have believ'd things C- 
© ther incredible ! What Spirit of Pride, 
what high Preſumption, has poſſe(sd rhele 
Councils, who have imagin'd, they could 
appoint berter Orders for Divine Service 
than the Providence of God himlelf bad 
done, by the Mouth of his own San ? 
I will then conclude with the Wiſe Man, 
or at leaſt, with his Tranſlator, who 
makes him ſpeak after this manner; Eccle- 
fiaftes chap. 3. verl. 18. I ſaid in my Heart, 
concerning the Eftate of the Sons of Men, 
that God might manifeſ them, and that 
they might fee, that they themſelves are 
Beafts, 
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In which the Author gives his Reaſons 
why he Preters the Reformed Religj- 
on before the Roman. 


OU have bcm {o kind, Generous A4- 
riſtander, not only to ſuffer, but com- 
mand me to give you a ſhort Account of 
the Realons that invite me to ſeparate from 
the Church ot Rome, to cloſe with that of 
the Reform'd. *Tis with all my heart I 
deſire to obey you, yet not without an Ap- 
prehenſton that my Obedience may not 
ſuir with that Reſpet I owe you. I fear 
my Belict may in Gs ſort appear injutious 
to' yours, and that when I confeſs, with the 
_ ſincerity imaginable, my neareſt 

houghts to you, they may be ſo diſplea- 
ſing, as not to be ſuffterd by you. You 
ſhall have no reaſon to accuſe me of wreſt- 
ing the Senſe of the Scripturc, or interpret- 
ing it according to my own Fancy ; for I 
will not quote many Paſlages our of it. 
You ſhall have no reaſon to miſtruſt my 
Arguments, as being nice or {ubril, not 
deſigning to meddle with any Controver- 
fie, for P11 leave that to the Schools and 
Books, believing nothing can be ſaid more 
con- 
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concerning it. I will ſerve my felt of no 
Rhetorical Colours or Artificial Eloquence, 
intending to make my Diſcourſe as plain 
and ingenious as my Thoughts are ; Iwill 
entertain you only with thoſe things your 
Eyes fee, and your Ears hear everyday, but 

uſtom hinders you from having a due 
conſ1deration of *em. 

Firſt, I muſt needs ſay, that nothing is {o 
amazing to me,asto obſcryerhe Name of God *. 
every day in the mouthes of thoſe who know 
him not, nor indeed will they at all make ir 
their buſineſs to do it. They- diſcourſe of 
him according to their own Imaginations, * 
and inveſt him with Qualities barely Hu- 
mane, and ſo become guilty of the ſame fault 
with Pagans and Idolaters, who made to 
themſelves Gods according to the vain Sug- 
veſtions of their own Thoughts. Some take 
their Religion by chance, and ſtand up in de- 
tence only of what was firlt imprinted on em : 
Others, ſuſceptible of all forts of Opinions, 
follow that only which is the moſt convent- 
ent for 'em. Whoſoever, to this purpoſe, / 
will at only as his Natural Reaſon diCtares / 
to him, or believe but what Men like him- 
ſelf perſwade him to, will be capable of 
purſuing all Religions, one after the other, 
and by conſequence will really have none | 
at all. If men were to receive no inſtru- 
ctions but onlv from Men, they would 
hnd it extremely difficult ro make 6 
choice 
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choice of what m_ yicld ſolid Quiet, and 
Eaſe to their Minds. Each Se& has its Do- 
Qtors and Logicians, who all behieve their 
own rcaſonings grounded on Reaſon it felt. 
They neither want Natural or Artificial 
gick, which they pervert, and fo raiſe from 
it numbers of odd Chiner's, called by them 
un-erring, invincible Arguments, which 
{well 'em with Pride and Vaniry, and make 
'em love rather to appcar reaſonable, than 
really to be ſo. ; 
ruth, in their mouths, icems to put on 
all manner of ſhapes, or to {peak more pro- 
perly, Bare Probability paſſes with them 
for Truth; and in this multicude of Opi- 
nions, he who does not cloſely adhere to 
{ome Principles, knows not which to cm- 
brace. Every one is not able to diſcern 
falſe Teachers by their DoQrine. For it 
being now both ſubtile and obſcure too, 
we may call it a Learned Ignorance, that 
raiſes more Difficultics than it can refolve, 
and does rather multiply Doubts than clear 
'em. But however, fince the great Point 
in Queſtion is the Service of God, to live 
well, and toatrain to Salvation ; it is nece!- 
fary that thoſe who furniſh vs with Prc- 
cepts, give us Examples too. *Tis neceſſary 
that fuch who are our Guides, lead the 
way. *T is thus they may procure the name 
of true Paſtors; and *tis the moſt certain 
means, by which we are taughtby Jeſus ys 
un- 
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himſelf to diſtinguiſh and know 'em. *Tis 
truc, that it Mcn were to be juclged only 
by their Works, there would be found bur 
very few who were not extremely guilty. 
But without doubt Religion is much cor- 
rupted, fince thoſe of the Church are be- 
come worle than Lay-men, fince their vi- 
tious and debauch'd lives render *em 1n- 
tolerable to honeſt men, make 'em abugd 
by their own People, and deſerve to be ha- 
ted by all the World. 

I have not much wonder'd at the different 
Opinions of Pagans, and their Philolopþy 3 
but I muſt confels, the Diviſion amongſt 
Jews, Chriſtians, and Turks,, has ſcenv'd ve- 
ry ſtrange to mc, who ought all to be unt- 
ted, who had nothing more to wiſh for, 
when once they had learn'd there was a 
Divine Ward. Above all, I could not ob- 
lexve, without horror and pity, fo many 
different Parties amongſt Chriſtans rhem- 
ſclves; and amongſt thoſe, I am oblig'd to 
ſay, I found that the Worj#, which would 
peremptorily force us to believe, is the Bef. 
'T'is-that rony which ſeems to have made 

all the Errors. in the World, 

and from hence only has merited the name 
of Univerſal. "Tis that which is rich onl 
by borrowing, not being able to bear wi 

the pure ſunpliciry, not to ſay the Poverty 

of the Goſpel. *Tis that which has nor been 

contented ro haye the name of a Church 

| com- 
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common to others, but would, for it ſelf 
alone, ſet up a I le of RE pre- 
tending no Spiritual things can be dilposd 

of but by ics Order z and rhus by a Pre- 
ſumption as ridiculous as infolent, calls it 
ſelfche AbGlute Judge of che whole World. 
Bur *tis that alſo which is cafily known, 
however we obſerve it, cither by its Lead- 
crs or Followers, its Statclineſs or Poverty. 
We nced no great Learning or Subrilty on 
this Account, ſo many *Controverhics arc 
uſcleſs, ſince it ſufficiently makes it (elf ap- 
pafent ; it at firſt fighr ſhews it ſelf ro any 
one who will take the leaſt notice of it, its 
Works do plainly enough manifeſt its Do- 
Qrine. Bur if we will yet make a farther 
diſcoyery of it, wc, need but rcad the Scrip- 
tures, and compare the matter of 'cm with 
the Prattices of this Spiritual Head and its 
Party. Ir may be you'll ask me, what I find 
ſo ſtrange in it > I anſwer, that I mect with 
what does really aſtloniſh me, and what in 
my 87 ſhould others roo, as well as 
my ſelf. I obſerve in it, I know not what, 
that does both grieve and fright me, that 
flls me with compaſſion, and ſtrikes a ter- 
rour upon me, Which I ordinarily expreſs 
by Sighs and Groans. I obſerve I know not 
what Political Order, that ſubſiſts by Traf- 
fick, and the Sale of Spiritual things, that 
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People willingly to pay ſuch Impoſitions as 
are laid on 'em. Doubclels, there is no Mo- 
varch has fairer Pretences to make himſelt\ 
obey'd, and his Monarchy Univerſal. Byt ' 
this Scarlet, this Purple, thele Crowns, 
rather belong ro Emperours, and Terreſtr 
al Princes, than to the Miniſters of Jefils / 
' | Chriſt, who has aflured us, that his Kings / 
dom 1s not of this World, John 18. 36. 
Which 1s a certain Argument, that under 
the name of Spiritual, this Temporal Pow- 
er is but a Tyrannical Ulurpation, much 
more grounded on the Predictions of the 
Revelarions, than the Precepts of the Go- 
ſpel. "Tis an Empire, whoſe Princes are 
as ſo many Slaves to Ambition and Cove- 
rouſnels, whole Votcs are ro be bought, 
and who, in the Eleftion of a Head, that 
has no Power but what he attributes to him- 
ſclt, do bear a part even with Kings z who 
are ſcared without reaſon by his imaginary 
Thunder. What likelihood is there that 
the Truth of God, br rather God himlfelt, 
can be found amongſt ſo much corruption 
and Bribery, which fills the Conclave 2 
That Holincls cannot be fixd in its Throne 
but by the mercenary ſuftrages of thele 
Men ; That St. Peter cannot preſerve his 
Chair fate, but by ſecret and unjuſt Con- 
trivances > What likelihood that men led 
by Intereſt, which doubtleſs is the greateſt 
od they own, and men whole manners 
| are 
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are ſo impure and depraved, can any lon 
rime agreewith the purity ofthe Goſpel? A 
by what Viccs could they more juſtly fall in- 
to a Reprobate ſenſe 2 "I is really a very 
ſtrange thing ro me, that the Dotors of 
the Koman Jurch imagine themlclves, up- 
on an ill-grounded Prelumption, to be the 
moſt atnedle of all men ; and perceive 
not that they may err as well 2s thoſe who 
cry'd out, The Temple, the Temple, Jer. 7.4. 
as they do now the Church, the Church. l: 
it be fo that it cannot err, why could not 
Se. Peter, from whom it receives this great 
Privilege , beſtow it on that of Antioch ? 
What could his Death contribute more to 
it than his Life > What fignific Places which 
have not had any particular Promiſes, or 
Seats which are not more ancient than ©- 
thers? In what have the Errors of Af 
out-done thoſe of Ewrope * What Holy O- 
racles have ever fore-told that Rome ſhould 
be the Jeruſalem of the Univeric > What 
an unhappineſs has it been ro other Charch- 
es, that they have not bcen able rocontinuc 
even one Age without their Impurities, when 
the Church of Kome alone has been for fifteen 
free from Error? If ſhe muſt perſevere in the 
Faith, even to the end, what did Sr. Pan 
think when he 'placd her amongſt the 
wild Branches grafted on the Olive tree 
and conſequently more liable to be cut off 
than its own natural ones ; and why _—_ 
c 


(119) 


he pronounce a threatning upon her, which 
was never likely to come to paſs > Thoſe 
cenainly who have deliyri'd ro build her up, 
have ruin'd her, and thoſe who have cn- 
rich'd, have deſtroy'd her. 'Tis extremely 
hard ro make a juſt agreement between the 
love of the things of the Earth, and thoſe of 
Heaven » Or can Faith, Piety, or Virtue, 
fubſiſt long amidſt I uxury and Abundance? 
Corruption generally begins with our Man- 
ners, which, when once fo perverted as to 
arrive to their heigat, they have no manner 
of Reipett for thole things that are Sacred ; 
nothing then ſo Holy or Religious, which 
they turn not into Profanenels. Tis then 
men cannot away with the pure Doftrine x 
'tis then they make Doftors after their own 
faſhion ; that thoſe are inveſted with Aurho- 
rity who leaſt deſerve ir, and who infolent- 
ly violate the Divine Commands. *T isthen 
their Preachers become fearful and coward- 
ly, holding many things as indifferent, 
which are indeed very pernicious ; and thus 
at length they allow, what at firſt 'twas un- 
caſic to 'em even to connive at. 

The Komiſh Religion has been roo long 
conſiſtent with the Power of the World ; 
the Princes and Nobility, the Magiltrates 
and People fide with it, and have, for ma- 
ny Ages ſupported its Authority. I his is a 
ſign of its not being the true Church, fince 
that frequently needs Tryals of — 
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and whoſe greateſt Enemy is the World it 
ſelf, 1] mull contels, that ſfomerunes the 
Preaching of the Golpel does convert whole 
Towns and Provinces, nay, even Kingdoms 
but thcy continue not long without diſtur- 
ance; the Jealouſic of their Neighbours, 
the Treachcry of their own People and Scr- 
vants, ſct on foot by the Church of Rome, 
and, what is worſt of all, their abulc of Gods 
bletfings, and their proſpcrous Condition, 
which is generally atrended by a corruption 


of Manners. do in a little ime create to 'em | 


Croſles and Diſquicts. Their T ranquilliry 
and Peace would be cxtraordinary and won- 
dcrfiil, if it laſted one Agc ; but this T erre- 
{trial reſting-place is not appointed for thcir 
Happineſs. How long has the Reign of Je- 
ſus Chriſt been that of this World: hew long 
have the Nobles, the Learned, and the Peo- 
ple, lubmitred vo the Jurifdiftion of the 
Church > How long has it been that truc 
Chriſtians have not been periccuted > How 
long ſince Servants are become greater than 
their Maſters > And by what new Golpel 
have they made cven Ceſars, and rhe Prn- 
ccs of the Earth Tributary > No, no, therc 
15 no Socicty of men (let 'em be what 
will) can have the name of a Church by 
any I emporal Eſtate, but by the alone Pro- 
tclhion of Embracing and of tcaching the 
incorrupted Doctrine and the T ruth. TI bus 
the s of the Age, with an ———_ 
Oon- 
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Conhdence, brag that they have not in the 
leaſt alrer'd , either the Commandments of 
the Law, or the Articles of Faith, but that 
7 have cloſely adhered ro the very foun- 
dation of 'em. Bur is itnot to break the Law 
which God pronounc'd with his own Mouth, 
| and writ with his own Hand, (omctimes to 
8 accuſe it, of being inſufficient, and then of 
ſ{uperfluuty, and to retrench ſuch words from 

| it, as they like nor, when they dcliver itto 
* thc e2 I it not to violate the Faith, to 
apply themiclves ro any other Mediators 
# than Jclus Chriſt, and ro ſubvert thar- Order 
he has appointed both tor a Form of Pray- 
ers, and that of Sacraments? Thoſe who have 
but an indifterent knowledge of the Pagan 
Religion, muſt own that three parrs of what 
they (ce praftigd in the Celebration of the 
| Mals; as to their Habits, their Geſtures or 
8 Ceremonies z were the invention of , and 
eſtabliſhed &y Nama Pompilize, King of the 
Romans. Yet no one has lo much as thought 
of making him paſs tor a Prophet , or a 
Meſlenger ſent by God ſeven hundred years 
before the coming of Jeſus Chriſt, to declare 
what fort of Worſhip and Religion that of 
the Chriſtians ſhould be. But hereupon to 
you, they give you fine m—_ rel- 
ling you, that thele Ceremonics of the Hea- 
Fthens by introducing of 'em into the Church 
gare lanttify'd. By the lame realon thoſe 
Fthing that were borrow'd by the Jews of 
G Idola- 


_ — _ — — 


= a at a a cc 


(122) | 


| 
Idolatrous Nations, and which they brought 
into the Temple, ſhould have been fancti- 
fy'd even by the Temple. Bur neither Prictls, 
or Prophets eyer imagined they could ap- 
She jealouſie and anger of the Erernal, | 
y a ſpecious excuſe fo well devigd. Tis 
unſcafonable to uſe the lowers of Rhetorick, 
and to entertain thoſe with glittering colours, 
and ap nces who only icarch after, and : 
ſtand in nced of the Truth. 'Tis in vain w 
endcayour to pleaſc the eyes of thoſe whole 
Hearts are grieved for thcir fins, who trem- 
ble at the voice of the Law-giver, and who 
believe the Divine Inſtitutions fo very Sa- 
cred,that thoſe are looked on by *em as guil- » 
ry of Sacriledre, who dare be {o bold as to © 
intermix Humane Inventions with *em. | 
own that I cannot go into their Churches | 
with a fatisfy'd Conſcience , without a great | 
dilquier ro my mind>* For I {ce nothing on 
every {ide but the Pomp of Paganiſme ſbining 
forch,bur ſuch things as are dilpleafing rothe | 
Erernal, and which provoke his Jealoutie. I 
only {ce Alrars and Chappels, each of which 
has its Patron, and arc admirably beaurityd, 
in emulation one of the other, by the pre- 
ſents of Ladies, and ſuperſtitious Trophies 
How ! you'l fay, isnor Jeſus Chriſt Preach- 
ed here> Yes doubtleſs, his name-muſt be} 
made uſc of tro gain a ation to whats 
ſaid, and fairly to pur oft the of thei 
Inventions. Burt conſider a lirtle,; and yer 


(12J) 
6nd that Lcaven mix'd with it, of which we 
ought to beware; that dreadtul poylon, and 
that Character of Paganiimc. You'l per- 
ceive- a Styic that has little of that of the 
Scripture in it, but very much of the Schools 
an p rophanc Authors, and their chief Di- 
vinity generally ct out with Allegorics, and 
lome Meditations of the Fathers. ou'l 
meet with a certain Miſcellany of Common- 
places , ſome ingenious pieces of Wir that 
pleaſe che Ears, ard whote cnd tor the moſt 
s not fo much for the Preaching of the Go- 
ſpel, and editying of the People, bur tor the 
praile of rhe Preacher. Ir is palpable, that 
the Spirir of -God does. not intpire 'em with 
theſe things, however good they may be in 
appearance, ſince they tee to be faid or 
done only to procure applauic to the Inge- 
nuiry of men. I know there arc tome a- 
moneſt ' em w ho detire to be accounted more 
ſincere than the reſt, by publicktly profctin 

that they only Preach [cfus Chrifl .rucity" = - 
But preſently they belye themſelves , and 
pive demonſtrations of their being nor lc 
Superſtirious than thole they teach, by cam- 

mitting with 'em open Acts of [dolatry | 
coukt never like thete Famous Prenchets or 
Writers, who {ometimcs find fault with the 
Jens, and then with thoſe of other Orders, 

who ſeem to cndcavour to make a Reforma- 
ton in ſome Points of Dodtriue. Thelc arc 
thoſe. rehin'd Foypacrins, who ſtrike at ſome 


hcad 


[| \ 124 ) 
head of this Hydra , but never go to the 
OY: It _ _ no C_ Caps, on y 
rich Biſhopricks ro be hoped for, they wor d | 
not much carc to be, or indced ſeem better * 
than others. For after all this do they not 
pay to Saints > Don't they oblerye their 
alts> don't they fall down before Images 2 | 
don't they go every day to Maſs? Thi is * 
the fulnels and complication of all crrors, 
the ſource of all evil. This is that wonder- ? 
ful Sacrament, which ſince its firſt inſticuri- | 
on has extreamly chang'd its nature, and ? 
which was not ordain'd to be exposgd as a 
{ight only. This is that inviſible Miracle, 
that incredible ſign, without Elements, in 
which there is nothing that can be broken, ? 
nothing that can nouriſh, nor any thing | 
which a the leaſt conformity with , or re- 1! 
lation to the things it fignihes. T his 6s, if * 
we'l believe thoſe of the Church of Rome, ' 
that true Su at which Chriſt made a 
propitiatory Exrifice before he was Sacrific'd ; * 
at which his Body became Spiritual before |: 
he was glority'd. What acry fancy ! what , 
ſtrange Dodrine , that would periwade us þ 
that the Body of _ Chriſt, which, 
{in, is altogether like ours, is w —_ 


Table, and whole under the accidents of the | 
{malleſt piccc of bread that can be imagin'd; 
__ tis I _ Ss « ——_- 
$ not ro belyc utterly 
the Humanity of the Son of God? box 
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* this to place Death in the room of Lite, and 
ro make our Adoration of no cttcct at all, 
inſtead of bringing us to a {crious Contem- 
plation of the Bene of Bcings, and of him 
who is really Man, as he is truly God. 

This tmaginary Tranſubtintation is (© full 
of Contradictions, that it renders the Leatn- 
ed more ridiculous than the moſt ignorant 
of men. Ir has Conlequencies not to be prc- 
nouncd withour Horror, and which thoſe 
who detend, cannot hear of, without T ranſ- 
| ports of Fury. Whar willtull Iynorance, whar 
blind Pathon, what Curie, what Obſtinacy, 
docs hinder the Exerciſe of their Minds 2 

your Eyes ve ſtupid ones, uſe that Un- 
derſtanding which is left you, and conſider 
thar the fame Communion, and the ſame 
2 Faith fcrves the fews and the Gentif's; and 
| that whatever Priviledge one has had above 
| the other, they are chicfly diſtinguiſt'd by 
Time : The one belicv'd in him who was 
to come, and the other, in hin who was 
| come : The former had no nced of Tranſub- 
| fantiation, and the latter judge ir not neceſ- 
| lary.. Ihe Pneſts, who arc belicy'd to make 
every day this miraculous Change, and by 
that, receive within 'em the Holy of Holics 
7 ſhould beextraordinary Candiify'd Men and 
| vet their Lives are fo corrupt and vitious, 
that their Names, , for a long Time, arc bc- 
come infamous even to a Proverb. I could 
never approve of their Maſlcs, their Martins, 
F 3 thcir 
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their Veſpers, or indeed, of their Prayers, 


« 


which are made in a Tongue the People un-+ 


derſtand not; a true Sign of their Slavery, 
and the Koman I yranny. ; 
I liked not thoſe Traditions which arc 
loade{ with ſo much Heatheniſh Superſtition, 
that Purgatory, thoſe pretended Satisfattions, 
their Singing, their Feaſts, their Fraternitics, 
their Proccthons or Pilgrimage, their preſiv- 
ming on their good Works and Merits. Aft- 
ter their manner of proving theſe things by 
the Scripturc, there 15 nothing in the World 
but may be proved by it allo. They forci- 
bly deduce*em from ſome Paſlages, in which, 
neither the Prophcrs or Apoſtles would have 
been under figurative or obſcure Expreſſions, 


© 


OE NY 


had they been neceſlary to the Chriſtian | 


Worſhip. They have boldly fer up Saints 
in the place of Gads,and their Canonizations 
of Men inſtead of that uf God's, without confi- 
dering, it's Conſequence. In the mean while, 
the World groans under Multitudes of difte- 
rent Orders, which they every day inſtitute, 


fomerimes under one Name, and ſometimes © 
another. They carc nor though they mine | 


Houſes, and whole Families, if they can bur 
advance their own Intereſt,and leave enough 
to eſtabliſh themſelves under Retreats of 
Idlenc. Children, by their Perſwafion, dil- 


obey cyen their Fathers, and under Colour 


of devoting themſelves ro God, and to tre- 
quent Prayer, they give themlelyes up = 
c 


*# encreale, the more dors the Anger aftd Judg- 
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the umaginary Devotion of certain hollow 
Brains, and to the unprofitable Attions of a 
vain and ridiculous Obcdience. Ana 'ris cer- 
rainly apparent, that the more thele things 


ments ot Hcaven afflict the Earth. I canr't 
imagine, how the Aultcrity of ſomc, agrees 
with the Licentiouineſs of others; for, 'tis 
otren oblerv'd in the World, that there are 
leveral bear the Name of Monks, who arc 
tar from being ſuch. 'I hey cunningly whee- 
dlc themſclves into Houlcs where they can 
get any Advantage, and holding the Wo- 
men captive, enflave the Men by their 
Means. Some arc protelygd Litigious' men, 
and vield not in this to their very Abbas ; 
others are follicirous, and make whom they 
plealc ro gain or looſe rhe Caule. 

Beſides, I could never endure thoſe Pagan 
Imitations, their Shaved Heads, which look 
as it bald. T hey {cemed rome, to have ta- 
ken ſomething away from the Shape and | 
Beaury of Men, which God had given 'em ; { 
they were ſo far, in my Opinion, from 
bearing the CharaQter of Holineſs, that no- | 
thing looked more deform'd and ugly. I] 
have always been rather difpleasd with, and 
indced dereſted, than admir'd their Hoods{ 
their Cowls, their naſty Habits, and naked \ 
Feet. God having created Man after his own | 
Image, endued him with rhe moſt perfe& 
form of all Creatures; yer they have made 


4 it 


 *em to ſhow cunning In 
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ic motc frightful than that of the moſt mor; 
ſtrous or wildeſt Beaſts. 


Since Jeſus Chriſt is come, Figures and; 


Signs arc ncedleſs, unleis fuch which he has 


Heads, but Mourhs to publiſh the Goſpel, 
that we want. I abhorrd likewiſe to ſe {- 
veral goabour cheating the World, pretend- 


ing to be poſlelsd by ſome = that taught 
fince, thoſe of Loadun and Lowvriers, of whic 


| People have been undeceiv'd, I would fay 


> arg "Tis not bare Feet, or bald : 


, as not jon | 


to their Shame, it they had not wholly lot | 


It, 


Miracles, whoſe ne I could not be- 


he has loſt his Cauſe, to endeavour to dazle 
us with falſe Lights, and fright us with Ap- 


; paritions. The Adventurcs of Kings, Prin- 
' ces, and People, are repreſented by our Co- 


I have not caſily _= Credir to their © 
+ lieve. *Tis the laſt Refuge Satan has, when 


mediens; but the Religious, pretending to 


be- poſlels'd, play the part of Devils, and 2 
att the Comedies of Hell. I have thought, © 
that if cheir Doctors are extravagantly learn'd # 


the People are brutiſhly ignorant ; and that 


ir pleaſes God, that his Children ſhould be * 


moderately wilc, that is, fupply'd with ſuch 


a Wiſdom thar ſuits not only with the Capa- : 
city of Philoſophers, but with that of Shep- ij 


hcards and Fiſhermen; nor ſuch who are re- 
ally Brares and Sots,, who knew no farther 


than 
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* than the Animal Lite, who take Pains only 


ro cat and drink, and fo dyc as they have 
lived. 

I have obſerv'd that thoſe devout Souls 
waich arc ſo mightily eſtcem'd, arc zealous 
withour Knowledge, ſuperſtitiouſly Religi 
ous, have . not a truc filial, bur ſcrvile Fear 
of God, which inſtcad of cating, does with- 
out Internuiton eorment'cm ; and at length, 
having made both Body and Mind uncatic, 


# docs cqually dcſtroy 'em.. I hey pray much 


leis to the Creator than to the Creatures ; 


{ they contemplate Jeſus Chriſt, the Virgin, 


and Saints in pieces of Wood and Stone, 
which are ſo far from being like 'em, that 
they do 'em great Wrong; and whatever 
cy may tell us, when they proſtrate rhem- 
ſclycs bctore Images, ſince the Body cannor 
ar all a&t without the Motion of the Soul; 
their Minds, without doubt, are fixed up- 
on 'em, . as well as their Eyes. 'Tis true, 
many of *'em arc taught. to ſay, that they 
do not adore in *cm what we apparently fcc 
'm do : Thev diſtinguiſh Adoration, and 
plcalc themſelves to give different Names ta 
things which they alike practiſc. They arc 
become ſo ſubtle, chat they belye not: only 
our Senccs and Reaſon: but their own too, 
being almoſt perlwaded, that they do not 
that which is donc by. 'cm even with fo much, 
Heat and Fervency, arid in the fight of the 
whole World, Thc Pcople who.underftand 
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not theſe Sophiſtical DiſtinCtions, do prolti- ? 


: 


rute and allow rhemicives in the commiiti- , 
on of Pure Idolatry : There arc ſome pleas d 4 


to keep *em in this Error, no one takes the 
leaſt Pains ro undeceive 'em. 


In fine, I have found that the greateſt part * 


of 'em relye on their Birth ; the firſt Intiru- 


Ctions they have receiy'd, trom ſome part- + 


cular Ciry or Place, on Cuſtom or Intereſt. © 


That they ſatisfie themſelves with the our- 
ide of things, with Colours, Sounds, and 
other Vanities, which make *em. contemn 
the Simplicity of the Golpel; for; Men not 
being able naturally to comprehend what is 
of- the Spirit of God , will embrace no 
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Religion, unleſs pompous, or will admit of | 


the Government of Jctus Chriſt, if not Tem- 
poral. Nothing engages them to Reve- 
rence and Devotion, but what makes a glo- 
rious Show. Nothing prevails with them 10 


| f much as Mulick, _— Images, Gold, 


Azure, Purple, Scarlet, and external Orna- 


ments. In theſe, the [ adies every day em- | 


ploy themſelves; and not bcing able longer 
to charm the men of the World, by ne- 
ceſſiry become religious. Their great Care 
1s to bcautifie Churches and Altars; and rich- 


wal ca Greaeraticc.. 


ly to adorn the very Marbles ; whilſt rhe ' 


Poor are naked, and groan under their Mi- 


fries, not having wherewithal to detend 'em- |! 


trom the extream Rigour of the Seca- 
fons. Shall I ycnture to ſay, that I obſerve 


nothing 


_ 


: ® nothing in the Church of Rome, that bears 
the leaſt 


- Bunal, 


# arriv'd to the higheſt pirch of wickednels, Y 
! or that to this n— he ſhould lend even 
' Angels themle 


terminate all their Vanities? T he Rich then, 
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mark of true Chrittiavity z no, not 
their very Funerals, which ſhould at leaſt 


it we may believe them, may purchalc their 
very Salvation ; but-the Poor, even after 
their Death, beg tor the Payment of their 


'T was now but neceflary that God ſhould 
raiſe a fort of men to reform thoſe who were -} 


ves. Yet they have blaſted 
their Repurations, they have renderd ther 
very names odious, wholc defign was only 
to keep *'em from the Pit of Perdirion, and 
diret *em in the ways of Salvation, who of. 
their own heads have made no Inventions, 
who have aimed -at no Benehce, or Intereſt, 
but that of Reformation, and the Service of 
God. Theſe arc the Meſicngers whoſe Mit- 
ſ10ns needs no new Miracles, for they Preach 
no new Dottrine. They adhere to Prin- 
ciples, to Univerſals, to the foundations of 
the Truth, which grows not old, or decays, 
and yet is valued for its Antiquity, TI heir 
Sermons are ſuch, that there is- no one- who, 


s reaſonable, bur muſt own: theit coherence 
with the Scriptures , which they perfwade - 


their People to read wich care and diligence, | 
laying, © Obſerve, it we deceive you, cruſt 
* not £0.us, or believe. not our DoGtrine,. if; 
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you find it not confirmed to you by that of © 
the Prophets and Apoſtles. Whilſt thoſe 
on the contrary, of the Koman periwaion, 
cry, aftcrthe manner of the Heathens, from 
hence, from hence, ye prophane, and do al- 
ways rather tcrrihe than attord comtorrt , 
their profclhion being in every thing dark, 
and wa 7 pay, it {ets it (clt our with 
the name of Myſtery. Burt I cannot ima- 
gine that Religion a bad one, which deal +» 
with us with that franknels, which takes off 
the Veil of Superſtition, which diſperles the 
darkneſs of Ignorance, and gives tuch light, 
underftanding and conſolation to its Pro- 
tcflors, as that of the Reftorm'd does. Yet 
theſe arc the unpardonable crimes that excite 
the calumnic of ſo many cnemies, who arc 
both their Accuſers, and Judges, unjuſt and 
inconſ{iderate Judges, who continually pro- - 
nounce againſt *em this ſhort ſentence, in- | 
tpy*d into *em by truly infernal Furies; © 
you are damn''d, you are damn'd. Inhumane 
and: Diabolical ſaying ! which againſt the - 
Prohibition of our Saviour himlclt, raſhly 2 
judges anothers Servants; and thoſe who © 
are not under their juriſdiftion.. Theſe are ' 
the: ſtrongeſt arguments, the ſofteſt remon- 
{trances, and the moſt charitable words they 
put; into the mouths of their people , who * 
bark and rail at their Brethren, inſtead of © 
gently diſcovering their Errour to *em, or | 


dearing their Juſticarion. How grear 
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the injuſtice of Mcn ! And how do moſt of 
'©m deſerve that Condemnation they pro- 
nounce againſt their Neighbours. Such as 
theſe upbraid mc with my Religion, whoare 
unacquainted with their own, and know no- 
thing of mine but trom irs Encmics. They 
condemn mc upon the bare report- of m 

Adverſaries;. without hearing cicher my Ad- 
yocatc or my felt. Bur pray tell me, Gen- 
tlemen and Ladies, who arc they tor whom 
you have {o great an Averſion 2? to whom 
do you talk with that Sharpnels and An- 
ger > Are they not thoſe who ground all 
their Religign on the Holy Scripture, who 
read, meditate on, love, and admire it, who 
learn it by heart, and who. are fo far from 
accuſing it of intufficiency, that in that a- 
lone they find the Words of Eternal Le, 
luffcient for their pertc& Jnſtruftion and 
Comfort > Are they not thoſe whole Cha- 
rity recalls you to that firſt Eſtate in which 
you were> When no Images were yet fer 
up in your Churches, when you own'd no 
other Ry than the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt, when going ro Maſs, or taking the 
Cup from the People, was not ſo mauch- as 
talked of, but meeting togetherfor the break- 
ing of Bread, which was not clevated to make 
it ador'd : They certainly have not the Spirit 
of God, who hate ſuch as loyc his Word, and 
only coyet to- impart to you-that Light, and 
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wolc Joyes.they receive from it. 
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Hereticks, and are mightily in the wrong, 


to ſtick to Principles, not to preſume beyond 2 
what is written, 1 Cor. 4.6. and not to turn *' 


to the right hand, or to the left, Joſh. 23. 6. 
They are ro blame, not to content to the 


Ir muſt be acknowledg'd, theſe arc ſtrange 


adding of other Commands to the Law, or | 


other Arricles to the Faith which is preſcrib'd 
'em. In a word, they do very 1M, that they 
mix not profane things with Holy. Indeed, 
I conſent with all my Soul to their Profel- 
fion; let what name they plcaſe be given 
'em, I had much rather be one of thoſe He- 
reticks, than one of the Catholicks of the 
Age. For, in -cftet, who arc they whole 
Do&rine we ought ſo very much fear ? 
Is it that of Kings and Princes, who are 
chiefly intruſted with the care of Sccular 
things? Is it that of Magiſtrates, who de- 


cide - Difterences between men > I; it that of 3 


the People, who arc employ*d in Mechani- * 


cal Arts,-or in Trading > Nothing leſs: *Tis 2 
that of rhe Great Doftorsof rhe Church, and | 
whole Leaven oughbto be ſuſpeCted by us, as | 
that of the Phariſees. They are thoſe who ! 


do what they pleaſe, by the Priviledge and } 


Authority of that CharaQer they bear; 


who, under the name of Doftors, or Fa- | 


thers, preach Errour efteQtually; and who, 


the more they are filÞd with Frenzy and 
Enthuſiaſm, the more would they perſwade 
us- they are inlighten'd. - They are _ 

who 
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who have ſuch an extraordinary Opinion of 
their own Strength, that they brag that they 
arc not only able to fulfill, bur to ſurpaſsthe 
Law. And though that obliges us to ve 
God with all our Hearts.and our Neighbours as 
our ſetves, it 1s not tufficient ro bear teſtimo- 
ny of their Faith, or to magnihc their. 
Works. To this muſt be added Councils 
which it comprehends nor, and which tran(- 
port men beyond that pertc&t Love which 
it obliges us to. Scycral Traditions muſt be 
obſerv d, which, tho? inſtimted by Pagans 
and .Inhdels, are become Sacred, fince ad- 
mitted into the Cimrch, and called Apoſto- 
lical. To conclude, Many amongſt 'em do 
ſo abound in doing Good Works, that they 


| tave ſome to ſparc to impart to thoſe who 
| donone at all ; and in order too to their 


obtaining Eternal Lite. | 

It is not to be wonderd at, that the Eyil 
Spirit has prevaiFd on men to forbid the read- 
ing ot the Holy Scripture; for 'tis impoſhble 
that thoſe impreſhons it makes on pious 
minds, which are ſ{criouſly induſtrious in the 
ſearch of Salvation, can conſiſt with the Do- 
Ctrine and Religion of the Times. It has 
ofren recover'd me from--a Lerhargy, into 
which I was inſenfibly plunged by the Er- 
rours of the World. By it I have learn'd 


| to know both my Beginning and my End. 


It has infusd into me both a Love and Fear 
of. my Creator : it has made me fear his 


Judgments, 
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Judgments, adorc his Goodnels , and lay. Z 
claim ro his Mercy. Ir has caus'd me to ob- 
{erve ſuch various, and ſo many proofs of 
his Providence, that I had no room left to 
doubt of it. I never rcad it, but. I became 
better d by ir, yct not with that Pcrſcvc- , 
rance as I could” have wiſh'd, Theretore 1 

thought 'twas neceſſary for me to begin it 

often, and never to leave it oft. I mct with 

ſo many Truths in ir, from one end ro the 

other, that I have not follow'd their Exam- 

plc who only ſcek after Contradictions in it, 

who will not diſtinguiſh Timcs, or conſider 

the diffcrent reſpetts why things have been ? 
aid. It is not dangerous to luch, who 
have good defires, ir ought not to be miCl- 
truſted by 'em ; it does mlighten *em, in- 
ſtrut *em, and ſhews 'em the way that 
leads to Eternal Life. Ir is impoſſible that 
He who ſuſpends —— who 1s not 
iway'd by Pathon, Cuſtome, or Prejudicc, 
who 1s only govern'd by Reaſon, and 
ſeeks after the Truth, ſhould not find it 
by this way ; and thus to - ſcarch aticr it, 
comes trom the Spirit of God. Whar ſhall 
Lay morc > He mult not expect to be fa- 5 
ved, who docs not love this Word above 
all things ; and who docs not, evidence 
the love he has for it, by frequent read- 
ing of it. For many, will ſay with thcis 
Mouths, they love that which indeed they 
do not. They in yain pretcnd to cxculs 
them- 


| 
Þ 
| 
| 
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themſelves, upon the Credir of their Teach- 
F crs, in ſaying, that *ris nor intelligible by 
all, that every one expounds it to his own 
dl Advantage. It they are to be belicv*'d, God 
- 7 ſpake to his Children only to deceive 'em, 
- © and not to be underſtood by 'em. Thus 


L | there is no way lett cither ro read or know 
* 2 any thing. Every paſſage hath irs diffe- 
t 7 rent Senſe, whereu we muſt retcr our 
- 7 ſelves ro our Maſters. Even thoſe which 
| ſcem moſt Evident, arc moſt obſcure, and 
| oftentimes {1gnihe the contrary of what they 
' ſeem to ſignifie. As for Example; when 
' *ris ſaid, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any 
likeneſs, Exod. 29. verl. 4. this ignifies, we 
muſt fill our Churches with Images : when 
2 *tis ſaid, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs a- 
* gainſ thy Neighbour, Exod. 24. 16. by this is 
! meant, thoſe arc to be called Hereticks, who 
# embrace no other Religion but what 1s pre- 
} {(cnib'd by the Word of God. Then when 'ris 
| laid, ſpeaking of the Communion, As often 
| 4s you (hall eat of this Bread. 1 Cor. 11.26. The 
2 Sence of this is, That you ſhall cat no Bread. 
| * And when 'tis ſaid, Tarry one for another. 
'& 1 Cor. 11. 33. The mcaning of this 18, That 
 & Mafſles ſhall be ſaid withour Communicants. 
'B And thus of the reſt. They render the 
8 Scripture intricate and difficult only, that 
$ they may be conſulted as Oracles, and their 
Authority abſolutely depended on. 
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It Philoſophy was ſo neceſſary for men to * 
diſcharge their Dury to God, the mean and 
ordinary people of the World could never | 
know any thing of it, againſt that place ot 
Scripture, which favs, That he hath hid theſe 
things from the Wiſe and Prudent, and has re-% 
vealed 'em mto Babes. Matth. 11. 25. It isnot | 
ro be hoped, that a well cſtabliſh'd Coute- 3 
rence, can cither clear or diſhpatc this Dark: 
neſs; fince moſt mcn deſign only the main- 1? 
taining the firſt Opinion they have receiv'd,'? 
or {ctring a Value and Reputation on their 2 
Profeſtion. Diſputes indeed are dangerous, 3 
tor thole who manage *em ordinarily grow 
paſhonate and ſharp, or ambitious of Con- 7 
queſt; at leaſt, of not being overcome. I have 2 
never obſcry'd thoſe of the Church' of Rome Þ 
to deal with Sinccrity ; their Religion has  ? 
little of Religion in it, that it ſcarce ever fut- } 
fers 'em to act in any thing, without confult- 


ving ſtudied all manner of Tricks and Cun- 3 
ning: As the Children of this World are in? 
their Generation wiſer than the Children of $ 
light. Luke 16. 8. Thcy arc aflured of the ® 
Vittory before the Combat. They are cer- $ 
tain they ſhall be countenan'd by thoſe who © 
preſide, and be applauded by the Voice ot | 
the Multitude. Thev arc aflur'd of him on 1 
whoſe Account the Dilpute is made, and to} 
have the better by any way whatever, un- 
I:{s that of Reaſon. 

Orher- 


1 
| 
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Otherwiic, they amuſe the Standers by, 


% and loſe the rime in repeating long Quotatt- 


,, 
| 


| 


ons, and will always {pcak thrice as much 
at leaſt, as their Adverſariecs. They will not 
diſpute with equal Strengrt h or Arms; they 


| will be both Party and Judgcs, and pR_- 
| 


ng a Sovercign Jurildiction over all things 
that belong, to Religion ; will not be deter- 
mined but by themſelves ; they will adnut of 
no Advicc, or allow any Councils but what 
are made up. of men all obliecd to the fame 
Intcreſt. *Fhey will refolve nothing bur after 
their own Way, their own Policy, thcir OWN 
Cuſtoms, or Prejadices, which confirm their 
Errors, inſtead of removing of 'em. Bur, it 
they were well aſlut'd that Truth was of their 
lide, it being certainly the ſtrongeſt, tho' the 
leaſt known; yet ought they tO be ſo chari- 
table to us, as to ſav, Aſſemble the learned tof 


your Men together, and we, on our parts, will 


do the ſame; We 1receive = Reaſons in Wri- 
ting, ſened with your hand 5, and we'll return 
yu ours, with the ſame Freedom. But cen 
Hypocrites, theſe ſelf-intereſied Men , 
feared Conſciences, will not run the Rios 
of roining. at Once, both their Religion and 
their Fortunes. "Tis not their deft; 2n tro draw 
men to their Party by the Power of Truth; 
they Know no way to'do it, but by Corrupti- 
on,by Liberty, and fair Promiſes. They make 
ir their buſincls to findgout, amongſt thoſe 
of the Reform'd Religion, and ſpecially rhe 
Paſtors, 
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Paſtors, a Jud«s, who may be prevailed on | 
to ſell himſelf, to betray their Maſter a. 


£ 


Brethren. Bur, ro what purpole theſe Per- 
{waſions, or theſe Compulſtions> To what !: 
end, this Diſpute, or rather, this inſufferable |? 
Wrangling? Is it not only to prove to. us, 
that thoſe who proſtrare themiclycs bctore : 
Images are not Idolaters? Is it not to pertwade | 
us to go every day before the Alrar, ro- ob- 
ſerve the going forward and backward, the © 
Geſtures, the myſterious Ornaments of a © 
Rn _ his Back upon us, n to ob- | 
ive the People to lay Amen, to levera at- 
ed Words and murmuringNollcota —_ k 
which tor the moſt part, they underſtand nor. 
"Tis for this they make ſo much Diſorder in 
the Wortkd ; 'tis for this they promile, they 
threaten, and perlecure the Saints even to : 
over-come *em, as far as 'ris poſtivie for *em, 
and make the very Stars fall trom Heaven. 
*Tis this which docs afflit us, and this which 
docs often amaze us. 'Tis this would make 
us fink under our Fear and Sorrows: but on | 
this account, the Holy Trinity comes to our 
Aſliſtance, the Holy Ghoſt does comfort, 
and withal aflure us, That the Son (hall not 
boſe one of thoſe whom the Father has given © 
him. Joh. 17. 12. and 18. 9. Morcover, Pro- 
vidence and Truth, atc {o gloriouſly trium- 3 
phant over their Encmics, that ghey find | 
themſclves caught an thole Srarcs they laid 


tor others. 
Who- 


| 
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3 Whoever ſhall attcntiycly read the Books 
d ®* of Controverlic, {o refin'd as they are at this 
" |} Time, will perceive, that thoſe of the Re- 
t'? form'd Religion do apparently ſurpaſs all 
c | others; and that there are only ſuch who atc 
 ® contentious, ſtupid, or harden'd, ard given 
© 2} up even toa reprobare Senic, that receive not 
© | from *em as full Satisfaftion as Realon ir ſelt 
" 7 can ofter. 
©Z Toconclude, Aritander, I am forc'd totecl} 
t 7; you, that I find not ſo much as one remaining 
! Spark of the pure Goſpel, any ſhadow of true 
- 3 Chriſtanity, in all this Rowan Hicrarchy. 
5 7 *Tis aBody labouring under an irrecoverable 
* 2 Leprolic; an Hydropick Body, putted up with 
$ It's 11] Humours. "T's fick of a Lethargy that 
fleeps the Sleep of Death, trom which, no 
Voice is ſtrong or loud enough to awaken 
it. On the contrary, I am tully fatisfy'd with 
the Profeffion of the Reformed Churches, 
which inſtru me in the Divine Commands, 
without any Mixture of Humane Inventions. 
I hind there preached, the pure and plain 
Truth of a Jeſus Chrift crucified; 1 Cor. 2. 2. 
b who brings healing under his Wings, Mat. 4.2. 
' who makes the Deaf to hear, and the Blind to 
| fee; and in a Word, cven the Dead to riſe 
| again, Matt. 11.5. toenjoy the for-ever-blel- 
a led Lite of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
$ Ghoſt, who lives and reigns eternally. Amen. 
% 


A LET- 
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A LETTER to a Lord at Count | 
who would have perſwaded him to | 
turn Catholick, 


MT LORD, 
yn} the Care you are pleas'd to have ot | 


me in all my Concerns, extends it tet | 
even to the Salvation of my Soul, I bumbly | 
beg your Lordſhips leave to give you my | 
Opinion on this Subje&; and 'twould be an | 
extreme Pleaſure ro me, was it not contrary 
to yours. *TI is not withour Aſtoniſhment 
thar I have oblerv'd in the World ſo many 
diftcrent Religions, which are all maintain'd 
by their Patrons, with an cqual Politryenels, 
one beheving he has as much Reaſon on 
his ſide as the other. But 'twas yet greater 
Amazement to mc, to ice that God docs {© 
manifeſtly make himſelt known to men that 
will not liſten to him, and who arc ſoobdu- 
rate, not to mcditatc either on what they 
hear or read, and perceive not what they 
even ſce. I can bardly look on thoſe with- 
out Contempr, or Indignation, who have no 
Religion bur from their Cation, : Of 
Chance, on whom Cuſtom is abundantly 
more prevalent than Reaſon ir ſelf. They 
lazily adhere ro what they firſt meet with, 
and, betraying themſelves, dread nothing 
more than to know the Truth , lor ſar 
ing 
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$ bcing oblig'd to embrace ir. I belicy'd then, 


my Lord; that to —_ our {elves trom 
theſe Errors, *twas highly ncceflary to have 
recourle to Principles ; and rheretore I dili- 


| gently ſearch'd the Scriptures, which are ſaid, 
| and with rcaſon, ro be Divinely inſpir'd,2 Tim. 
| 3.16. and in which arc found the Words of 
3 Eternal life, John 6. 68. . From hence I brit 


learn'd, that God would be acknowledg'd the 


z fole Author, as well as the only Obit of 


Religion; and that he is fo jealous of his 


$ Commandments, that whoever pretumes to 


add to, or retrench trom 'em, is guilty of Sa- 
crilege. Thelc Holy Oracles, by {o-'many 


S evident Proofs. contirm the Faith. of the Go+ 


{pel, and the Truth of Chriſtianity, that 'tis 
impoſhble tor any one, unleſs ſtupid, or hard- 

in Wickednels, to doubt of 'em. TT he 
beſt things-that have been (aid by Philolo- 
= are here ure'd, with more Power and 
Mcacy ;- There is nothing wanting in. 'em, 
either for regulating our Manners, or the 
Worſhip of 'God, er the: Comfort. of our 
Souls. Bur in theſe we find not any of thoic 
new words, -which "was neceflary to invent 
to exprels 'their new Dodtrines. Theſe. ac- 
quaint - us with what is ſuMicient to know of 
our Sovereign Good, and what they dechre 
not, was not neceſlary to be (aid. We muſt 
not imagine that they are to be interpreted 
as we pleaſe. They are ſufficiently explain'd 
by themſelyes, ' to be underſtood lr = 

w 
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who ſincerely defire it, and ly to in- 
form 'em ro foes rrue TE ng ought not} 
to be ignorant of. It the Myſteries in 'em 
are obſcure, the are clear, bur nei- 
ther the Darknels of the one, or the Clear-! 
nels of the other, allow men to contribute® 
any thing to'cm, but their Obedience. Irrad 
'em then, My Lord, not out of bare Curio- | 
ſiry, with deſign to contraditt 'em, or -that 1 ; 
may be look'd on as more learncd by i its A 
that I may enjoy the Comforts of wa 
ſent Life, and acquaint my ſelf ai 
of a fiure. I difpute not of Grace, but hs. 
neſtly ask it. I dive not into the Secret of Pre! 
deſtination, but I look after, and endeavour 
3 poſſible ways to find my lt concern'd in | 
I don't believe that God is obliged to 
-— Fs pan Account of what he is plcas'd to | 

o from his Juſtice or his Mercy. All thee thele | 
nice Queſtions belong to the 
ot the Age, who fe themlcive this Privi- 
ledge ; - A {o much abound in their own 
Senle, and who are fo full of Pride and Pre- 
ſumption, that they will not humble them- 
ſelves even at the Voice of the ys 
to which, ———y icld that 
Submiſſion as ; 9b 'wasof it (c Fae 
ſufficient ro reconcile all the Differences of 
World. 

The Impreſhons which the Word of God 
makes on thoſe who read it with Care and 


Ancntion, do cnlighten 'em to a 
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1. {between the true Religion and the falle, and 
or ito rexcRt all thoſe T radirions which are not 
m [coherent with its-Dottrine, or confirm'd by 
a; its A ty. Who doubts but that the 
Primitive Chriſtians, the more calmly to in- 
roduce themſelves in the World, have been 
,4 \forcd to allow of many things, which have 
». |bcen made uſe of as degrees to Superſtition , 
- 1] and which at length have been eſtabliſt'd as 
7 mviolable Laws Men have been always vain 
». \#n their imaginations; have ſonght out meny 
{ Inventions, Eccl. 7. 29. and 1 know not by 
-_ I#har Science, faiſly ſo called, 1 Tim620. have 
© Fant to themſelves ſome fantaſtick Chime- 
a's and Notions, which they have plac'd in 
room of Truth. They can't reliſh the 
tholcſome Doftrine , they defire fornerhing 
d pleale che eye, they entertain cthemclves 
F-1th colours, and ſounds, or with fore my- 
erious Appearances, the ſubjeft of their Ad- 
niration and Amazzment. The plainnch of 
ie Golpel ſuirs well with their remper ; they 
ſo far from following the ſteps of our Sa- 
Four, to go forth from the Camp bearing his 
Feproach, Heb. 17.1}. that they will admir 
4 @f no Religion, but what is glorious and 
.  Fpicndid, and conſequently of none burwhat 
> & conformable to the Kingdom of this World. 
' have their Religious men, and what is 
4 Forle, Women too, who look askew on thoſe 
4 Patdelievenotasthey do , and who on the 
þ W-cdir of ſome Im it, ren the teſtimony 
het 
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of one Parry alone, condemn the other to for- | 
{cit all his Happinels. They often put mc in 
__ of no — p_ who = 
o periecure thole wo cs, St. Paul 

4 arr and were nevcr at calc till they 
had forcd 'em out of Arnmoch. Obſerve then, 
How not only vain and uſclceis Devation is, 
bur pernicious too, when it is not iuſpir'd by 
the Sp of Dilcretion, or the Knowledge of 
the Truth. Many of *em impoſe on them- 
ſelves Laws which God never inſtituted, and 
are as thoſe concerning which 'tis aid, Who 
hath required this at your hands? Iſa. t.12.. 
From hence have the People been corrupted, 

become Superſtitious, and from Superſtirion i 
— Idolatry. *Tis _ lo 

many Judgments remain yet a us , 
no is God's Anger kindled againſt! 
men ; from hence are they provok'd. one! 
azainſt another z and to complcat their milc- 

ry, tis from hence they rathcr harden their] 
hcarts than ſtrive to rctorm 'em. 

For my part, my Lord, I joyn with thoſe! 
who conſtantly adhere to the Scriptures; who 
turn not from 'em cither to the right hand 
or to the lctr, who cxhorrt us to the reading 
of *em, and who deſire their Sermons may be 
try'd by this Touch-ſtone, When we i 
'em dcal thus fairly , I cannot doubt but 
that their Calling is lawful, and that tho 
make a part of the Univerſal Church. But 
I bewarc, as much as 'tis poſlible for me, < 
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the Leaven of the Pharilces of the Age, who 
would have the Ordinances ot mcu be c- 

ual ro thoſe of Divine Inſtitution, whole 

cligion 1s but a Prerence ro make 'cm the 
more cafily procurc what their Ambition cr 
Avarice prompt 'cm to. I contels I can't bur 


| wonder that they reflect not on thole words of 


Jeſus Chriſt; But in vain do they worſhip me, 
teaching for Dottrines the Commandements of 
men, Matth.15.9. and that they bclicve not 
that many, even when they delign ro Ho- 
nour, difplcaſe him. Who are thee men 2 
Not Kings, Nobles, or Magiſtrates, that arc 
intruſted with the management of Temporal 
things ; it muſt be thole then who are charg- 
ed with the poycrnment of Spiritual ones 

who abuſing the credulicy of the People, an 

the name of God himlſclft, make themſelves 
obey'd even as God. I am amaz'd that 


| what he ſays in another place fo cxprefly a- 
'F cainſt the Wiſe and Learned men of the 


Votld, docs not tcrrifie 'em, and oblige 'em 


ro quit their own Doftrine. Bur they think 


lo arrogantly of rhemiclyes , that they look 
on thole with pity, not to ſay rage, whodare 
contradi& 'em, or in the lcalt doubt of their 
Infallbiliry. Yer, as a juſt-puniſhment on 
em, they arc ſo blinded, asto be ignorant of, 
and ſuffer others to be fo too, what it has 
pleasd God to reveal wnto Bales, Matth.1 1 25. 
to the confounding of the greateſt part ot rhe 
Mighty, of the Note,and the Learned them- : 

2 (clycs, 
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_— | Cor.1.26. _ _ = I—_—_ 
us,that he 1paKc On1y to beu 
th Worde be written that it might be 
read, and hid it not but from thoſe who arc 
loſt. It he condemns a wiltul and brutiſh Ig- 
norance, he diſapproves of a haughty and } 
vain ana, © the Spring from w a- 
rilc ſo many Diſputes , which do in 


more hurt than good and which maintain 
not ſo much the ruth, as the firſt received 


Opinion. He believes, He follows Chriſt 
who pcriecutes him; He believes himſelf off 
che number of the Faithful , whoſe whole} 
Faith conſiſts but in an indiſcreer Zeal,in the | 
ſtrength of Errour, and inbeing poſitive and 
obdurate. The men of the Age ao_ 

they 


not themſelves with this Truth , or if th 
do, *tis from thoſe of their own , W 
confirm 'em in their belief, and peek (2 
one or the other allow of any Religion 
which agrees not with their Conveniencics. 
If any of *em havea ſenſe of their Diſcaſe, it 
is agreeable to'em, they take ſuch pleaſure in 
it, that they'Lnot endeavour after any cure. | 
But roconcludeall, I will maintain, that men! 
have no ſurer fign of their Election, than 
their love of the Word of God; and that 
thoſe ſhall not be ſaved who have not loved | 
it more than Henour, Riches, and the moſt 
amiable things in the World. 


A 
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ALETTER to an Officer of the Crown 
that often diſcours'd to him of Re- 
ligion. 


MT LORD, 
HEN Your Lordſhip docs me the 


Honour to diſcourle ro me of Reli- 
gon, my Reſpett will not give me leave to 
an{wer you, but only to liſten to you : yer, 
it I am longer filent, I] fear vou may judge 
me inſenſible of what I have the molt lively 
| Senſe. . 'Tis this makes me take the Conh- 
| dence of entertaining Your Lordſhip with a 
tew Lines concerning my Belict, and nor 
without wonder, that others are not of the 
fare Opinion with me. As ſoon as my Senſe 
J and Reaſon began to be ſerviceable ro me, 
I with Care and Diligence ſearch'd the 
Holy Scripeures; and I have no ocher Reli- 
gion but what I learn'd from thence. I never 
believed that ſome dark and abſtruſe Paſla- 
ges were contrary to others that were clear 
* and evident; and I have found moſt of 'em 
ſufficiently plain, fully to inform me of whart 
Fought to believe. never thought that God 
would ſpeak to his Children only to deceive 
'em, or not to be underſtood by 'em. "Thoſe 
| who have good Inclinations, never read the 
Scriptures but they profit by 'em. If thoſe 

$ whom Curioſity (it may be) has invited once 
F to read 'em, don't continually PR__ in 
Ccing 
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doing fo, *tis a ſhrewd Sign, they have had 
no Operation on *em. *Tis not the meek or 
humble, the plain men of che World, oreven 
the ignorant, that promote Hereftes ; thoſe 
who do this, and then maintain *em, muſt | 
be both malicious and learned roo. Twas | 
no dithcartening to me to ſee the true Pro- 
feſlors of the Goſpel bear a certain Character 
that made the World deſpiſe *em, and they 
the World. They arc dexted, as if out of 
their Element, and-did but out of Complai- 
lance participate of others Joys. Above all, F 
in the Exerciſe of their Religion, they ab- 
hor a!l manner of Superſtition, and belicve 
thar "tis an Abulc and a high Crime, to mix 
the Inventions of men with the Ordinances 
of God. I our good Intentions were capable 
of making our Vows and Ciknagroqually 
acceptable, all Religions would ood 

ones: Bur, the Jealn/ie of the Eternal, Exod, 
20. 5. will not ſuffer us to profane holy 
Things, or ſanftifie profane ones; or, to 
ſpeak yet more fully, to conſecrate Sacri- 
ledocs. Lerthe rational men read and | 


read again the Scriptures, and let *em frame 
a Religion according tothe Rules they pre- 
ſcribe, without preſuming beyond what i writ- 
ger, 1 Cor. 4 6. and I am confident, they 
cannot make any other than that which 1 
profeſs, and, by the Grace of God, will do 


the ſame all my Lite. 


A LET- 
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ay A LETTER to Monſieur de Is Mili- 
tiere, who ed his Opinion m 
oo Writing, upon the Books of Contro- 
10} verſe he had made. 


o-| $1R, 


a | Dorrt pretend to anſwer in one Letter, fo 
| many Books which your Revolt has oc- 

OF cafion'd you to write in Oppoſition to that 
1 Religion you have torſaken, and ig the De- 
» | fence of that you have cloted with. 1 muſt 

- | only fay, I could never, with all the Scnſc 
nd Reaſon Heaven has been pleagd to be- 

ſtow on me, reconcile what I fee in the 
Church of Rome, to what I read in the Holy 
Scriptures. I have ever conſulted both Par- 
ties, I have rcad the Writings both of the 
one and the other, that I might the better 
know *em by their Words and their Adti- 
ons. But, I find that vour Dottors ſerve 
themſelves of roo much Art and Cunning, 
to be believ'd ; their Divinity is ſo refin'd, 
that they undo themlelves by their own-Sub- 
tilty. "They mix with it I know not what 
Leaven, of which our Saviour bids uy be- 
ware, and which indced has not the taſte of 


true Bread, or the heavenly Mama. T hoſe 


of the Reform'd Religion, on the contrary, 

' aft with greater Sinceriry, adhere to the 
Rule of the Scriptures, which do. more en- 
H 4 lighten 


——— RI  - 


; 
| 
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aghten our Underſtandings, and give great-| 
er Tranquilliry to our Minds. | 
Ler who pleaſe imagine he bas clearer Ilu- 
minations than I have, ſuch asI have, I find 
in their Dodrine as full Satisfaftion as. a 
reaſonable Soul can wiſh for in the Scarch * 
of the Truth. Why then all this Contro- 
verlic2 If we have never fo litle Knowledge 
of the Will of God, or how jealous he is 
of his Commandments, we cannot ſee the 
Church of Rome without condemning it. 
We are extreamly in the Wrong, to call 
thoſe Chriſtians, who have no ſign of true * 
Chriſtianiry, who ſpeak not in the ſtyle of 
eſus Chriſt or the Goſpel, ro whom the 
ords of Etcrnal Lite are ſtrange and un- 
couth. If we miſtake any one Word in * 
their Hearing, *tis enough to make us pro- ' 
nounc'd Hereticks ; they look a skew on vs, | 
and tis very likely, we ſhall paſs for Stran- | 
gers even in our own Country. Inſtead of * 
this, they diſcourſe onlv of the Prayer-book ' 
of our Lady,andthe Office of the Bletied Vir- | 
gin, of their praying by Beads, of their deyo- 
ung themſelves to St. Francs,or St. Roch; and | 
thoſe. deftetive Inſtruftions ſhew that tho | 
who inſtruct them ehus muſt needs be very | 
bad Maſters. What, Sir, would you have me | 
g0, and whithet would you have me go? 
Can look on thoſe People without Pirry, 
who. know. not what they. ſay when they 
gither pray or fſing'> Burt, aboye an 
an 
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Can I ſce {id many poor miſcrable VWo- 
men, who have neyer done, and who be- 
licye God is only pleasd with Numbers 
n- | and Repetitions? Can I, without Horror, 
d | take Notice of their Beads and Altars, dedi- 
a || cated to any other than the Holy of Ho- 
h * lies}. where the Creature is placed in the 
> | Room of the Creator» Can I fcc on the 
e | high Altar that-which is called the Blefled 
is þ Sacrament, an ineffeftual Objett, an inſig- 
e | nificant Sign, Bread which is neither broke, 
t. | given, or receiv'd by any one; that repre- 
1 | ſents neither the breaking of the Body, or 
the ſhedding of the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
i which is nothing lcls than the Sacrament? 
Would you have me go cvery day to obſerve 
7 acrificing Prieſts that cannot tell you them- 
| (clves what they ſacrifice, and of the Supper 
| of the Lord, make aShow only > Sometimes, 
, © they ſpeakwitha loud Voice,and yetnot to be 
, © underſtood; and fomctimes1o fo gs pro- 


| nounce {uch Myſterious and Sacred Words, 


that is' not permitted to thoſe who are by, 

| he _ ſo ven, 02 hear _—_— re 
2 leſt they prophane it. They. turn to the rig 

hand =4. SS. lefr, in je turn of what the 

' Heathens called Vertigines, and from whence 

* they expect ro procure: ſome efficacious and 

} admirable Vertue. is. is the higheſt 

pitch. of Superftitionz 'T hey cleyare what 

3 they. hold in their hands, to make it 

# adored; to which, they attribure the 

H 5, Names; 
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Names of God, of the Hoſt, of the Body © 
our Lord, and of the Sacrament ; and al 
theſe, if we may believe them, arc conſiſtent 
rogether, without any Contradiftion. Sure 
theſe Men muſt be of a very eaſic Belick, to 
tmagine, that that which they make with 
their own hands, and which they conſecrate, 
thould be made the God who made them! 
"Then not conſidering that the Supper otight 
to be a common Meal, and therefore muſt 
have Company at it, ot without having 
Confideration of :that Paſſage, which fays 
Stay one for another, the Prieſt,for the mo 
rr, cats alone, and ſometimes, g1Vves it on- 
y to ſome particular Perſon ; which, from 
Abuſc and Cafton, they forbcar not to call 
the Communion. What is yet worſe, the 


taking away of the Cup; which cannor, up- | 
on yp — more at one time than ano- : 


jaltified, and that evident Reaſon | 


ther, 
of it's Concomitancy, rtacitly accnfe our Sa- 
viour of not having well thought what'hc 
did, do correft, or rather violate his Ofdi- 
nance, and fo add Sacriledge ro Blaſphetny. 
Morcover, thoſe who have but an ordinary 
TinQure of Humane Learning, very well 
know from 'what Invertjon, from * what 
Source have flow&xheir Holy Waters: fomc 


fixed , others running, or carryed abour. | 


Their Enfignes, their lighted Tapers at 


molt 


Noon-day, their Images of Saints, T had al- 
ail Gods, To conclude , —_— 
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| Feaſts, their Procethions, their ſhorn crown'd 
| Heads, their pontifical Ornaments, their 
17 | pompous Ceremonies, that make the Crols 
ire} 9 Jelus Chriſt of no effe&t, do ſufficiently 
to þ of themlelycs prove, that they. preſerye no- 
th | thing of the Phaingek or Simplicity. of the 
te, Goalpel. "The principal Heads of the Chutch 
n?| of Rome (in this truly Univerſal) have been 
he þ afraid to omit any one ſingle Act of the 
aft} Religions of this World, as it God needed 
ng © borrow even from his Enemies, new In- 
vs, | Ventions, or other Methods to procure 
ot | greater Honour to himſelf. Thus Paga- 
n- | aim 1snot quite aboliſh'd, and we may lay, 
=__ | that there are yet ſuch Remains of Superſti- 


tion and Idolatry, that the Heathens even 

| now dotriumph, im ſome Meaſure, over the 
 Chriltians. Here we find nothing pure or 
* compleat, nothing that bears any Marks of 
| the firſt Inſticution, every thing is chang'd 
and corrupecd ; and, to uſe their own terms, 
there ſcems to have been in all things, a uni- 
verlal Tranſubſtantiation. Bur, what would 
y,# become of the Myſtery of Iniquity, that was ſet 
y 8 on Work from the time of St. Paul. 2 Theſa-7- 
11 3 and by what would Believers know it, it it 
f had not the Marks of Infidels > Allthele Al 
terations have came to pals for the Promo- 
tion of that Kingdom, or rather that King 
who adyances himſelf above all others, and 
who only uſc the Name of God to authorjze 
his own Laws againſt thoſe of God hiolelt. 


Tis 


\$| . Euftom. The Antiquiryof theſe Errorsis ſuf | 
| centomake emyaludas Sacred Laws,in.ie | 
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"Tis with the Head of this Church as wit!) 
te Church he governs ; *tis bur warily 
obſcrving him, and we may be undeceivd. 
He is elected only by political Intrigues and 
Briberics, and his Government 1s but a 
Trade; for, under it Sins are taxed, and | 
Paidons to be fold. He lers himſelf "x | 
the abſolute Judge of Divine,as well as Hu- 
mane things, of the Living as the Drad, and 
diſpoſes cven as he pleaſes, of our v Fouls, 
_ ſome to Hell, and others to Paradilc; 
Hebeſtowson ſome Ecclefiaſticksin great Em- 
ployments, Titles of Vanity and Pride,and ca- 
nonizes Only ſuch who defend his T yranny 
and Uturpartion. What a Succeflor is this of | 
ve. Peter £ How does he imitate Jclus Chriſt? 
Whara Vicar is he, to ſubvert all the Orders | 
of his Lord, and who turns his —_— his 
Humility, and Sufferings, intoRiches,Pomp, | 
and- Pleaſures? Yer, he has the Multitude on 
his fide, the Arm of Fleſh; and fora Time, he 
3 evenimpower'd tocontend agaihſtthe Saints | 
and overcome *em. Thele are Ns ſcarce to be 
remedy*d, becauſe cſteem'd Vertues, and in | 
winch, many find all the Conveniences ima- 
ginable. Withthele, are Hypocrites, the Am- 
ious and Covetous, pleagd, and all fuch 
who are byaſgd by Intereſt. Thele are agree- ! 
able to the-timerous, the weak, the brurtiſh, | 
theſtapid.andto all thoſe whoareharden'dby 


, oe | 
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Opinion of the Vulgar. Even many of the Fa- 
thers, by ſuiting themſelves roo much to the 
preſent time, and not fore-{ceing what might 
come to pals, have confirm'd *em by conni- 
ving at *em. Io cite their Teſtimony on this 
Account, is not to defend our own Cauſe, bur 
accule theirs z *tisto have Recourle to Autho- 
rity for want of Reaſon. They themſelves ow 
that they are not infallible, and in this martre1, 
thattheir beſt Thoughts are very impertett, it 
not alrogether conſonant to the Scripture. The 
Dodtrine of the true Church is purely Canoni- 
cal & Divine,and not to be authoriz'd by that 
which is nor ſo. T heſe famous Preachers,which 
you deſire ſo much I ſhould hear, arc Acccſlo- 
ries toallthcle Abules,and deal very unfairly, 
unleſs they undeceive the People. There is no 
Religion but may be eloquently diſcourt. ©; 
nay, therearcthoſe which preach up M& »y 
admirably well, but we may ſay of Elaqueuce 
as of Beaury,that 'risa gift of Heaven,beſtow* 
as well on the Wicked asthe Good. The Buſi- 
nelsof the greateſt part of 'em-is indeed to ſet 
forth themſelves, and.to procure ſome {piritu- 
al Preferments which now exceed the Se=!lar. 
Is it to preach Jeſus Chriſt,to conceal th® - it 
important and chict part of his Commauds ? 
They freely enlarge themſelves in diſcourſing 
on the Ron of the Second Table, but fear no- 
thing more than ſaying the leaſt thatcan beon 
the Firf, which docs alone ſanftifie all our 
-Devotion, and without which, 'ris impoſſible 

ta plcaſc. God. Inſtcad of cxhoning their 


-— 
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Hearers to read the Scriptures, they do all 
that lies in their Power to make 'em miſtruſt- 
ed, ſometimes accuſing 'em of being umper- 
tect, and at others, of Obſcurity. Asit God, 
the {ole Author of Religion, had commaud- 
ed us to doour Duties but by halts, and had 
ſpake to us that he might not be underſtood. 
re, Sir, thoſe who talk at this Rate, do 
but deride their Hearers, and have not a 
mind to be believed. For my part, I am fo 
much per{waded, that what is evident and 
clear in the Word of God, is ſufficient fully 
to inform me in the Methods of Salvation, 
that I boldly declare, ifI cannot artain it by 
{ theſe, Iwill not endcayour after it. In a few 
Words, I adhere with all my Heart to the 
Creed, I am obedient, as far as 'tis poſhble 
for me, to the Ten Commandments, I pray 
as our Saviour himſelf has taught me, -and 
| receive the Sacraments of Baptiſm, and the 
+ Lord's Supper after that manner which he 
himſelf has inſtitured 'em. "This being the 
Su , not only of the Law but of Faith 
alſo, a Colleftion of the very Lite of the 
Scriptures, to be of this Belicf, and to afſem- 
ble our ſelves with thoſe who make the ſame 
Profeſhon, is indeed to be m the Church. 


A LET- 
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A LETTER to a Lady who endea- 
vourd to proyail on him to go hear 
ſome of the Famous Preachers of the 
Roman Church, 


bg have ofren preſs d me, Stephanie 
to go hear the molt excellent, at leaſt 
ſuch who are moſt eſtcem'd amongſt yous 
Preachers: And you now oblige me to tell 

ou what I wiſh [ could paſs by in filence. 
Bur our abſolute commands are laid on me 
to give you my judgment of '*em, and I ſhall 
then have done it, when I have aflurd you 
only that I find in 'em what has been fore- 
told of 'em, Thar their Diſcourics would be 
Aorid and ſublime ; That they would pub- 
liſh great and wonderful Things. Butl fore- 
ſaw that this would not fatishe you, and that 
it was neceſiary for me to deliver my Opi- 
nion yet more fully, altho' abſolutely con- 
tary to yours. I muſt treely confeſs ro you, 
that I never go into'your Churches without 
doing violence to 5 or indeed being 
out of my Element : For, ſince I cannot joyn 
with *em in their Religious Exerciſes, I can- 
not be there without giving or receiving 
ſome ſort of Scandal. Firſt, I conſider the 
Place, and the Perſons, and the fightof each 
of *em is cqually offenſive to me. I obſerve 
thoſe who ſing, or who pray, to havye lutle c 
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no Underſtanding, and whoſe Stupidity is 4 
juſt Puniſhment on 'cm tor their blind Obes 
| dicnceto the Commandments of men, and 
for that rcligious Vencration they pay to Ima- 
ges, which are cxalred where God alone ought 
ro be worſhipped. 'T is not ar all pleaſing ro me 
to ſee the Preacher in his Surplice or Rocker, 
whiter than Snow, border'd with a rich Lace, 
ſtarch'd, ſtiften'd, and fo ſct out, that he has 
maich ado ro go from one fide of the Pulpir 
| to the other. Thele things, without doubt, 
*| preach alrcady ro thoſe who will underſtand. 
| They have all their mcaning and Significa- 
tion. "The 44 Habir of the Biſhop, is a com- 
$. plication of Myſteries, and is nor one of the 
| ſhorreſt LeCtures of the Schools. 'Tis, it may 
be, the better to repreſent the Diſgrace and 
Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt, and to ſhew, that 
the- Servant 1s not greater than the Maſter. 
When I obſcrve any of *em thus.{plendidly 
attired, I ſay to my ſclf, Nothing will come 
from him but what is like him ; and expect 
{uch, and nor fewer Flowers than the Poers 
have beſtowed on their fabulous Aurora. *Tis 
true, ſore of 'em do not thuscxternally adorn 
| themſelves, as nor ſuicing with their courſer 
| Rufſers, orthcir Vows of Poverry, which will 
not-allow *em to wear {uch gay things, how- 
| eycriSacred they may be. Yet, this Vow (cl- 
| dom reaches beyond the Gatb, and the Lan- 
- of Capmchins and Recolets, is. not lels 
Rhnaricalchan that of Bibogeand Abou. 


How- 
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However, they all begin after the ſame-man- 
ner, by making aSignot a Croſs, of Humane 
and Superſticious Invention, which they pre- 
_—_— apply tothe three Perions of the 
-head ; by which, as I believe, on _ 

trend to draw a Blethng on themlclves and thei 
Preaching. By a like Abuſc, they name their 
Text in Latin, the Repetition of which, many 
of 'em affeft in the ſeveral parts of their Ser- 
mons. And I cann't imagine, why they ct a 
greater Value on the Ancient Language of 
Popes, than on thart of Jeſus Chriſt, the Pro- 
phetrs and Apoſtles,in which,things wereat firſt 

writ or declar'd. This is bur a falſe Luſtre, t& 
which they make their Diſcourſes more flori 
ſince they are preſently forc'd ro prononnce it 
in a known Tongue, and to explain it. "Tis 
bur a ſtrange Noiſe with which they would 
ſurprizethe People,and make thatpalstor ſome 
great Myſtery, which is indeed but a ndicu- 
Jous Superfluiry. Then do they begin with a 
Preface, not leſs artificial, myſterious, or al- 
l:gorial than the reſt, asa Pattern of what fol- 
lows, which they be ſure fail not ro conſecrate 
with an Ave-Maria. Here I find my (elf ex- 
rreamly diſturb'd; I who believe all Religious 
Worſhip ought to be terminated in thealone 
Perſons of the Trinity, and thatthat Honour 
which is due tothem, ought not to be given to 
any one beſtdes.If the Bleſſed Virgin does take 
noticeot em,and hear what they {ay,ois notre . © 
be queſtion'd, but that ſhe is highly oftended 
at 


at *em , and that the greateſt kindneſs theY 
can receiye from Her is this, that ſhe ſays, at- | 
\ tet. che Example of her Son , Pardon them , 


% 
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O Lord, they know not what they do , Luke 2} 
2.34. and that "tis anſwer d. Theſe atc 
the wiltully ignorant; who ought to know | 
it, and who dcicrve to be thus harden'd , 
{ince they are more carcful in the obſcrya- 
ton of I raditions, than the Scriptures. As 
to the Preaching in general , both of the 
one and the other, tho* the Matter and 
Form of it may dittcr, yet they all agree in 
their firſt i] Principle , and fer it out with 
the Name of a Church, which is fo very |. 
convenient for 'em, that they can by no 
means quit it. Doubt not, Stephanie, but 
that T have with attention heard thele fa- 
mous Preachers, who are follow'd by ſo 
many, who are admir'd by the Nobility, 
and approv*d of by the Learned themſelves. 
I have indeed found that they had know- 
ledge and cloquence , and many other na- 
tural Gifrs which indifterently happen to 
the Bad men of the World , as well as the þ 
Good. Nay, I have obſerv'd in the Faces | 
ot ſome the marks of Holineſs, whoſe Dil- 
courſe was ready to have deceived me , and { 
Ic(sd me with a good Opinion of their | 
ict, 1t, cither a little before , or preſent- 
ly after, I had not diſcoverd their being , 
as it were , poylon'd with unhappy Traditi- 
ons,that did not art all ſavour of the Purity a 
the 
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the Goſpel. Theſe Wiſe men have put me 
often in mind of thoſe Fools , who after ha- 
wy for ſome time diſcourgd very ſeriouſly , 
could not forbear returning to their firft Fol- 
ly. ' Here is I know not what mixture of 
200d and bad things, I know not what My- 
ſtcrics, of which they have ſome ſort of Con- 
ception, but cannot expreſs. Here are dil- 
cover d thoſe Tares the Devil fowed in the 
Church, that Leaven of the Phariſces, the 
poyſon of Humane Inventions, which make 
us now ſay, what the Sons of the Prophers 
did in the time of Elia, There s Death in 
the Pot, 2 Kings 4. v. 49. They all equally 
betray God's Cauſe, their deſigns being on- 
y 00 preach up themſelves; and proceeding 
a wilfull Blindne{s, to the efficacy of 
Errour, at length come to believe what they 
endeavour to make others do. They pre- 
tend truly to preach _=_ Chriſt crucity'd, 
that it may be faid they preach him, that 
his Name may be made uſe of to their 
praiſe, and ſer a greater Reputation on their 
Sermons. Burt they plainly demonſtrate = 
do not abſolutely believe in Him, fince at- 
ter this they fail not to preach upa Se. Fran- 
(is, a St. Dominic, to whom they attribute as 
much Power, and as many Miracles, as to 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. The higheſt Points of 
their Divinity are grounded more on Ariſto- 
tle than St. Part, and theſe mighty Deten- 
ders of the Chriftian Faith have no greater 
Maſters 
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Maſters than Pagans and Infidek: They 
make by their Diſcourſes the Simplicity of 


the | pom and diſguiſe all Plain- 
cnt , bam when I have well 
obſery'd em , they always. appeard ro me 
{uch as Huckſters and Mountcbanks , which 
the Word of God, 2 Cor. 2. 17. But 
if this Compariſon ſcems too _—_— em 
and that you delire one more vourableand 
lofty ; I muſt tcl] you that I place 'em a- 
mongſt Angels, but thole who bear the 
name of Wormwood, who make the Wa- 
ters bitter, and deſtroy a great part of the 
World, I place '*em amongſt thoſe who are 
permitted to do Miracles, to ſhake the Pow- 
ers of Heaven, to make the Stars fall from 
it, ro tempt, to ſeduce, to perplex, as much 
as 'tis poſhble for *em, the very Elet. We 
have ſo many warningsof thele things 
as if they came to pals only to make good 
the Scripture that has foretold 'em. This 
is the true Lamp that direfts us in the Dit- 
covery of Satan's Character amidſt fo much 
ightneſs they borrow to dazle us. If we 
ear any thing that is pure and holy 
from *em, their falſe applying of it, and 
thoſe fubalternate ends they ſerve by ir, does 
| make their Deſign plain; all their 
ing Reality does not prevent our caſic 
Ion of the Myſtery. of Iniquity, ] 


| don't mean thoſe whom you your {lf ap- 


prove not of, whoſe Wards and Attions 
are 
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are fo light and extravagant, that their Bu- 
inels {cems-to be rather the entertaining of 
their Hcarers with ſome pleaſant, diverting 
Diſcoaric, than the correcting , or inſtruct- 
irg of 'em ; who rather a& the part of Co- 
medians, than ſcriouſly do that of Preach- 
exti 1 don't mean ſfach who ipend their 
time in Converſation with the Ladies , who 
run from Houſe ro Houſe ſo much the more 
cagerly, ſince what they are commanded by 
God, to be Hutbands of one Wile is look'd 
on/as a Crime by 'em,and therefore the more 
ſtrictly forbid by men. There arc none let 
their AﬀeCtions more on Secular things than 
theſe Church-men, nor any thole of this 
World more than they who pretend to a- 
ny, nn Il, that B advi 
now very we at Biſhops are advi- 

ied ro be free and Ponder with thoſe ney 
have the Care of; this heretofore ignited, 
that they ſhould entertain 'em kindly, vitit 
"cm upon Occafion, exhort and comfort em. 
Bur, now the meaning of it is, T hat they 
muſt ay with ſome, hunt with others, treat 
= idly, and keep a Noble Table. In 
e things, the Revenue of fo many rich 
_—__ is employ'd, and ſeem to be be- 
ſtowd on many of 'em, that they may the 
berter be enabled to live at Conrt, whilſt 
their Hocks know no one © little as their 
Paſtor. Muſt that which is the Art of all 


Arts, 
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Arts, the Cure of Souls, the Adminiſtration 
ot holy Things, be now the Profethon of the 
Ambitious, the Prodigal, the Covetous, and 
ſuch who addict themiclvcs tro Plcalures. 
What Edification can we expect from ſuch 
who aim at na_ but their own Advan- 
tage, and preach only,that by that they may 
rile to thele high Preterments they fo car- 
neſtly covert. The patſionate Deſire by which 
you 1o frequently urge me to hear thele men, 
uts mc in mind of that great Zcal the 
Wives of Solomon had for their falle Gods, 
and who were never quict till they had pre- 
vaild on him to conſcnt to their Idolatry, 
You would have me lubmit my Judgment 
to that of juch numbers ot honclt inen, who 
both approve of, and foliow 'cm ; not con- 
ſidering, that the true Miniſters of the Gol- 
| mect not with ſo much favour from the 
Princes of the People, or the Mulritude. No, 
no, thcir {incerc and plain Profeſſion allows 
'em not to procure ſomuch the Approbation 
of the World ; they ſtick firmly to the truc 
Rule; they expound the Scriptures by them- 
ſclvcs; they intrude not on things they have 
not ſeen ; and, as the Prophets and Apo- 
ſtles,deliver not what they have not recciy'd. 
You here {ce * Stephanie, what a too fond 
Opinion of your own Belict, a no lcls vio- 
» lent than fuperſtitious Picty, common tothc 
deyout Zcalous Women of the T imes, have 
pro- 
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provoked you ro make me fay. *Tis too 
ſhort an Anſwer, in Compariſon of what I 
could have return'd, and it may be longer 
than what you defu 4 to have had; Bur, if 
you cannot conſent to my Opinion, be ſo 


kind art leaſt, to approve of my Obcdience, 
who aſſure you that I am 


